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BRIGHT LEGACY. 

Descendants of Henry Bright, jr. , who died at Water, 
town, Ma88..in 1686, are entitled to hold scholanhips In 
Hanrard College, established in 1880 under the will of 

JONATHAN BROWN BRIGHT 
of Walthana, Mass., with one half the income of this 
Legacy. Such descendants failing, other persons are 
eligible to the scholarships. The will requires that 
this announcement shall be made in every book added 
to the Library under its provisions. 
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BBRATA. 
Page 09, 2d line from bottom, for " Freemason *' read ** Freeman." 
Page 90, 20tb line from top, for ** Greenwood" read "Bider." 
Page 94, 18th line from bottom, for "came" read **8ame." 
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IN THE EEVOLUTIONAEY WAE. 



INTRODUCTION. 

A search fhioogh the Tarions histories of the County of Yarmoath and the ProYlnoe of 
Nora Sootla fails to reveal anything of a oonolnslve nature relative to the condition of affairs 
in Tarmonth during the period of the BeToIationary War, and dlsooTers nothing bat con- 
leotore as to the feelings and sympathies of the inhabitants there in the contest between the 
Colonies and the Crown. The writer has recently discovered, in the Archives of BCassachup 
setts, a volnminoas mass of mannscripts relating to the sabject, and he proposes to reproduce 
a large part of them in these columns. They chiefly consist of letters, petitions, depositions, 
court records, &c., and In many instances are in the original handwriting of several of the 
early settlers of Tarmouth, Barrington, and other settlemeots on the southern shore of Nova 
Scotia, in which their sentiments and affairs are quite explicitly described. 

No student of the history of Nova Scotia at this time can carefully and without prejudice 
examine the records relating to the subject and fail to arrive at the conclusion that the fate 
of the whole Province hung upon a very slender thread, and that its future was decided 
quite as much by chance as by anything else. It is very evident that a large portion of .the 
inhabitants were greatly disaffected, and were in strong sympathy with the revolted Colon- 
ies, whence a greater part of them had but a few years previously removed. 

In order that the reader may more intelligently understand the historical documents 
which are to compose this series, it may not be out of place to insert here a few extracts from 
contemporaneous writings indicative of the state of affairs and sentiments then existing in 
other parts of the Pxovince. 
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In a letter written by an American offioar, dated '* In the Camp at Cambridge, May 18, 
1775," is the following : - 

*' We hear from Halifax that the people have at last shewn they have spirit It seems 
that agents for procuring forage for the expected resiment of Dragoons bad taken, without 
the consent of the owner, and were shipping for Boston, a great quantity of hay, on which 
the people set fire to and whollv destroyed it. And when that work was finished they 
attempted the like by the King's Magazines, which they several times fired, but they were 
extinguished by the sbips-of-war lying there, who made a brink fire on the people, and 
prevented them from affecting their design. "-iS^ee American Archives, 4tth Series, ii.,p, 639. 

COL. THOKPSON'S FROPOSAL for DRSTROTIMO nova SCOTIA. 

"For the expedition purposed: One thousand men, including officers; four armed 
Vessels and eight Transports ; th^ men to be raised at the Eastward. The Fleet to be made 
up at Maohias, and then proc«M)d to Windsor, captivate the Tories, make all the proselytes 
we can ; and then proceed to Halifax. If possible destroy the King's Dock-yard and Town, 
if thought proper. 

*' It may be undertaken for five thousand Pounds, lawful money, and all that can be 
procured from the Tories, or ten thousand, and the one-half of what is taken from them. At 
Windsor, we understand, there \a abundance of goods, which is the next capital town to 
Halifax. We are lately informed there is not to exceed two hundred British troops in Hali- 
fax."— ^Iamt. Archives, Hh Series, Hi., p. 90. 

OBN. WASHIHOTON*8 OPIiriOir ON THR PROP08RD INVASION OF NOVA BCOTIA. 

Camp at Cambriikib, Aug. 11, 1775. 

Oentlemen: 1 have considered the paoers yon left with me yesterday. As to the expedi- 
tion proposed against Nova Scotia by the inhabitants of Machias, I cannot but applaud their 
spirit and zeal, but after considering the reasons offered for it, several objections occur 
which seem to me unanswerable. I apprehend such an enterprise to be inconsistent with 
the general principle upon which the Colonies hare proceeded. That Province has not 
acceaed, it is true, to the measures of Congress, but it has not commenced hostilities against 
them, nor are any to be apprehended. To attack it, therefore, is a measure of conquest 
rather than defence, and may be apprehended with very dangerous consequences. It might 
perhaps be easy, with the force proposed, to make an incursion into the Province, and over^ 
awe those of the inhabitants who are inimical to our cause, and for a short time prevent them 
from supplying the enemy with provisions ; but to produce any lasting effects the same force 
must continue. 

As to the furnishing vessels of force, you, gentlemen, will anticipate me in pointing out 
our weakness and the enemy's strength at sea. There would be great danser that, with the 
best preparations we could make, they would fall an easy prey, either to the men-of-war on 
that station, or to some which would be detached from Boston. I have been thus particular, 
to satisfy any gentleman of the Court who should incline to adopt the measure. I could 
offer many othi^r sogf^estions against it, some of which, I doubt not, will suggest themselves 
to the honorable Board. But it is unnecessary to enumerate them, when our situation, as to 
ammunition, absolutely forbids our sending a single ounce of it out of the camp at present. 

I am, Gentlemen, &c.. 

Go. WASHOrOTON. 

Amer, Archives, ith Series, Vol, iv.,p, 90. 

PBTinON OF THE INHABITANTS OF NOVA SCOTIA TO THR KINO. 

Whttbhall, September 1, 1776. 
" The House of Bepresentatives of the Province of Nova Scotia, in North America, hav- 
ing unanimously agreed to a loyal and dutiful address, petition and memorial to the King's 
most excellent Majesty, the Lords spiritual and temporal, and the Commons of Great Britain, 
in Parliament aasembled, containing declarations of their obedience and submission to the 
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aniboritT of the Parliament of Great Britain, as the supreme legislature of that Proyinoe, and 
all the British Dominions, and of their readinf^sn, as an indispensable duty, to submit to the 
payment of snch taz«s, to be raised upon a permanent plan, and at the dlspooal of Parliament 
as shall be their due proportion of the ezp««nses of the Bmpire ; and William Nesbitt, Esq , 
Speaker of the said Honse of Representatives, having transmitted a transcript of the said 
loyal and dutiful address, petition and memorial, to the Earl of DArtmonth, one of His 
Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, It was this day presented to His Majesty, and most 
graciously received. "—ilmer. ArcMoes, ^h Series iii.,p, 091. 

KZTBACTB FBOM AS INTBRCBPTBD LBTTKR, DATBD AT HALIFAZ, 8XPT. 23, 1775. 

« The address which was some time past sent fro^ this place, and presented to His 
Majesty, has given rise to all the disturbance in this Province. It was declared to be an 
address from the inhabitants of the Province of Halifax in Nova Scotia, when, indeed, it 
was only managed by about one thousandth part of them, when most of the members of the 
House of Bepresentatives were up in the country superintending their estates ; and when 
they came to town and found in what manner the liberties of the House of Representatives 
had been invaded in their absence, they, together with almost all the inhabitants, declared 
themselves friends to the cause in which the whole Gootinent of America are engaged, and 
refused being any lonffer subservient to the mandates of government ; therefore no duties 
have been pud here since the latter end of August last, of which the Comptroller of the Cus- 
toms is gone home to give an account. Yesterday a schooner arrived with two tons of tea, 
from Bristol ; the libertv boys Immediately committed it to the sea. They have strong 
assurances of assistance from the Provincial Army, therefore it is to be feared that His 
Majesty's yard, stores and ammunitiou in this Province will be destroyed. The Tartar 
Frigate is here to protect them ; and the master shipwrights, caulkers, joiners, house-carpen- 
ters, smiths, bricklayers and labourers, form a^unlitia, and mount guard every night, for the 
protection of the yard, &c. The inhabitants begin to grow very warm, therefore suppose it 
will not be ve^ long before they find the malitia some military employment Our Gover- 
nor has wrote to Boston for assistance, but has received for answer, that they have more 
work cut out there than they have hands to complete, tht^refore no help can be expected 
from thence. We have been continually supplying the Army at Boston with fresh provi- 
sions, hay, corn, &c. ; but the case is so much altered that nothing is suffered to be sent 
them from hence."— .^me^*. Archives, ^th Series, iii., p. 780. 



AMBRICAir SPIES SENT INTO NOVA SCOTIA. 

*' By His Excellency George Washington, Esquire, Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the 

United States, 
** To Aaron Willard, Esq. ; 

*' The honourable Continental Congress having lately passed a resolve containing the 
following words, viz. : ' That two persons be sent, at the expense of these Colonies, to Nova 
Scotia, to inquire into the state of that Colony, the disposition of the iu habitants towards the 
American Cause, and the condition of the Fortiflcations, Dockyards, the quantity of Artil- 
lery and Warlike Stores, and the number of Soldiers, S<iiilors, and Ships-of-War there, and 
transmit the earliest intelligence to General Washington,' I do hereby constitute and appoint 
you, the said Aaron Willard, Esq., to be one of the persons to undertake this business ; and 
as the season is late, and this work of great importance, I entreat and request that you will 
use the utmost dispatch, attention, and fidelity in the execution of it. The necessity of 
acting with a proper degree of caution and secrecy is too apparent to need recommendation. 
You will keep an account of your expenses, and, upon your return, ,will be rewarded in a 
suitable manner for the fatigue of your journey and the services you render your Country by 
conducting and discharging this business with expedition and fiaelity. 

*' Given under my hand, this twenty-fourth day of November, 1775. 

•* GbOBOB WASHINaTON." 

[The same to Moses Child, Esq.] 

American Archives, Uh ser,. Hi., p. 1665; also •• Writings of Washington," by Jared Sparks, 
Vol m.,P' 1<^70; also same, hv Worthington Chauncy Ford, Vol. Hi,, p. 233. 
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BBPORT OF AASON WILLiJtD AND XOBB8 CHILD. 

" We the snbeoriben, being appointed by his Bxoellency, General Washington, agreeable 
to an Older of the Continental Congress, to reoair to the Province of Nova Sootla, " * • • * 
"beg leave to report as follows, that agreeable to the above order we did repair to a place 
oalled Campo-Bello, aboat twenty or thirty miles into the Province aforesaid, bat coola not 
cross the Bay of Fnndy, for no vessel could be hired or procored, except we purchased one, 
as every vessel, even to a boat, that crossed ih» Bay, was seized as soon as they came into 
port, except cleared from Halifax; and we could not travel any further into the Country, by 
reason of Governor Legg's establishing martial law in said Province, and issuing several 
Proclamations, one bearing date July 6, 1775, which is as follows : * I do therefore, with the 
advice and consent of His filajesty's Council, publish this Proclamation, herebv notifying 
and warning all persons that they do not, in any manner, directly or indirectly, iJd or assist, 
with any supplies whatever, any Rebel or Rebels, nor nold intelligence or correspondenoe 
with them, nor conceal, harbour or protect any such offenders, as they would avoid belns 
deemed Rebels or Traitors, and be proceeded asainst accordingly ;' also a Proclamation, dated 
Dec 8, 1775, forbidding any stranger to be in Halifax more than two hours, without making 
his business known to a Justice of the Peace, upon the pain and peril of being treated as a 
Spy ; also, forbidding any person entertaining any such stranger for more than two hours, 
without giving Information, on the penalty aforesaid. From our own knowledge, and the 
best information of others, about eight parts out of ten of the inhabitants of Nova Scotia 
would engage in the common cause of America, could they be protected. There are no 
lortiflcations in the Province, only at Halifax, and those much out of repair ; but they are at 
work on them. They have picketed the town in, and have about one hundred and ttty 

?leces of cannon, not mounted, and about twenty or thirty pieces mounted in the town, 
'here were at Halifax about two hundred soldiers, the beginning of January, 1776, which 
were all that were in the Province at that time: but we are credibly informed that there are 
two regiments arrived there since that time. There was only one ship-of-war, of sixty guns, 
at Halifax, and one of fourteen at Annapolis, at the time aforesaid. 

" Aaron Wxllabd, 
MoBBS Cbxld." 
Amer, ArchiveSt ^th ser,, iv»t P- 1149. 

XXTRACT FROM THR 8RCRRT JOURNAL OF OONORR88. 

*' Apr. 25, 1777. A petition of Robert Foster, of the County of Cumberland, in Nova 
Scotia, with Sundry papers enclosed was read. Ordered, that the same be referred to the 
Board of War. 

" May 13, 1777. The Board of War, to whom their report on the petition of some of the 
inhabitants of ^ova Scotia was recommitted, broiight in a report, which was taken into 
consideration ; Whereupon 

** Resolved, That the council of Massachusetts Bay be requested to consider the case of 
the inhabitants of Cumberland and Sunbury counties, in Nova Scotia, who are sufferers by 
their attachment to the American Cause; and to devise and put in execution at continental 
expensCi such measures as the said council shall think practicable and prudent, for the relief 
of the said sufferers ; and to enable such of them as may be desirous of removing to a place of 
greater safety, to bring off their families and effects. And the said council is hereby author^ 
ized to raise a numbnr of men if necessary, for that service, not exceeding five hundred, in 
such places as will least interfere with the raising their quota of troops for the continental 
army." 

Secret Journal of Oongresst i, p* 82. 

Note: 
Yarmouth i 

leniently ao^ , » ^ - . 

of Queens, it fi onllliely that tbe members of the Say Colony goyernment made any distinction in their 
dealings with the mhabitants of the Province. 

The expedition of CoL Jonathan Eddy against Fort Cumberland ; Col. John Allan's 
campaign among the Indians on the St. John river ; the disaffection of the inhabitants of 
Cumberland, Kings and Sunbury Counties, and much more relating to the subject has been 
ahready described in the Nova Scotia Historical Society's Collections, Frodexick Kidder's 
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** Military Operations in Bastem Maiae and Noya Sootia in the Berolatlonary War," and 
the *' American Aiohlyee," from whloh the above extracts have for the most part been 
oopied. The " Archives of Massachusetts " contain a large number of the original manu- 
scripts relating to the subject, very few of which have ever been printed, but the reader may 
be able to gain a fair idea as to the state of affairs throughout Nova Scotia during the War 
from the above; It should be remembered that the LoyaliBts did not begin to arrive in the 
Province in any considerable numbers until towards the close of the War. 

Under date of Oct. 12, 1758, and Jany. 11, 1758, respectively, two proclamations were 
Issued by His Bxcellency Gk>vemor Lawrence, inviting colonists to take up the newly opened 
lands of Kova Scotia, and offering many inducements for their settlement. Throughout New 
England these proclamations aroused a great deal of interest, and resulted in the emigration 
of a large number of settlers. Attracted thither more by reason of tbelr close proximity to 
the fishing grounds than anything else, the townships of Yarmouth and Bamngton were 
soon settled by people who were chiefly from JBssex and Barnstable Gouaties, in the Massa- 
chusetts Bay Colony. Until the beginning of the War their chief and almost only means of 
subsistence was the fishery, and the principal market for the fruits of their industry was in 
New England. Ties of kinship and frequent trade intercourse served to foster the most 
cordial and friendly sentiments between the peoples of the parent colony and southern Kova 
Scotia, and it would have been quite natural for the inhabitants of Yarmouth and Barring- 
ton, after the beginning of the War, to have actively participated in the struggle for indepoa- 
dence in which their relatives and friends were engaged. They would certainly have been 
more Justified in such a course than were the inhabitants of some of the more disaffected 
portions of the Province. 

With the commencement of hostilities the people of Yarmouth and Barrington were 
placed in an extremely delicate position. There are no evidences that the government at 
Halifax took any measures to effectually protect them from the ravages of the almost pirati- 
cal American privateers, some of whom made little distinction between friends and foes. In 
their exposed and defenceless position, any show of hostility to the American Cause would 
have brought down upon their heads the most direful consequences. While there can be no 
question but that a large portion of our people were moved by feelings of sympathy and good 
will towards their American kinsmen, it oannot.be claimed that they were openly disloyal 
or disaffected with the Crown. 

They wished to be let alone, and It is not difficult to understand the motives which 
prompted the inhabitaats of Yarmouth to petition the Governor and Council (Dec. 16, 1776,) 
for liberty either to return with their families to New England, to remove them to Halifax 
for better protection, or to be permitted to remain neutral (as were the inhabitants of the 
Bermudas, Bahamas and New Providence, although subject to Great Britain). The refusal 
of the Gknremor and Council to entertain either proposition must have caused great disap- 
pointment. 

But matters of sentiment soon became subservient to great and pressing need. The 
advent of hostilities put an end to the trade relations existing between Nova Scotia and 
New England, and dosed to them the market in which our people had been used to exchange 
their fish, oil, salt, furs and feathers for provisions and supplies. It was next to impossible 
to procure any necessaries at Halifax, because of their scarcity there, and even if they had 
been obtainable their transportation to Barrington or Yarmouth was attended with so much 
risk, because of the American privateers infesting the coast that few essayed to try it. 
Hence it was but naturalf when extreme want became unendurable in the young settlemeats, 
as was the case nearly eyery winter during the War, for the people to turn to their relatives 
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and frietids Iq New BoglaDd for the relief and aMistanoe they were unable to find elaewhere. 

Tbroaghout the wnole period of the War the Massachnsetta General Goart waa in 
almost coDHtant r«9celpt of petitions from individnal inhabitants of Yarmouth, Barrington, 
and other places in the Province, pra^^iog leave to return with their families and effects. 
These petitions were usually granted, and a pass was issued to each applicant, directing the 
couiuianders of all ships-of-war and privateers belongiog to the State not to interfere with or 
muleht tbe holder on his passage between Nova Scotia and Massachusetts. But comparative- 
ly few availed themselves of the privilege after having obtained the desired permission to 
return. It is very evident that the written passports were themselves the detddercUum, and 
were used as a means of protection against the reprisals of American privateers while engag- 
ed in flshiDg or coasting in their small shallops or schooners. In a great many instances 
our fiHhermen were able to save their vessels froifi capture and confiscation by this shrewd 
Yankee trick, although it did not always succeed. 

ConKiderahle space might be devoted to the American prisoners-of-war brought into 
Halifax by Bhtish cruisers. The prison ships and g>iOl were utterly inadequate for their 
coTifinemeot, and tbe restraints laid upon them were extremely lax. A few wore allowed to 
give tbeir paroles and tben get to their homes the best way they could; but large numbers 
of them were constantly escaping, and the Government does not appear to have made much 
effort to recapture them. 

A great mauy of these paroled and escaped prisoners made their way, sometimes through 
th'i woods, and sometimes aUjuh the coast, to Barrington or Yarmouth, where they frequently 
found themselves among foruiur neighbors, and sometimes relatives. Their further progress 
being Impossible without assistance, it became necessary for our people either to burden 
themselves with their support, or to " ship them over the Bay.'' Oar people were already 
in a distressed condition, and tliese additional mouths to be filled made serious inroads upon 
their scanty stores of provisions, although the same spirit of hospitality, for which the sister 
towns are noted, impelled them to share what little they had with their needy guests. 

But Yankee wits were not slow in devising means for overcoming the difficulties of the 
situation. Tbe ex-prisoners were anxious to get home ; their hosts were happy to " speed 
the parting guests'' ; the merchants of Boston and Salem were in want of dry fish, which 
tbeir own fishermen were unable to furnish ; while our people were well supplied with fish 
but were in urgent need of provisions and supplies. 

Although all manner of intercourse between tbe Colony and the Province was forbidden 
by both Governments, there was but one way by which these conditions could equalize 
themselves, and the authorities necessarily shut their eyes to a great deal. From time to 
time, as provisions grew scarce, it became customary for one or more of our fishermen to load 
his Hballop with fish or salt, (another article in great demand in the Colonies, and with 
which our people were well supplied, by reason of their trade with the West Indies, then in 
its iuf'inoy), and to put on board as many of the ex-prisoners as were at hand or could be 
accommodated, and boldly set sail for some Massachusetts port. Often they were " held up" 
by American privateers, while on their way, but usually the presence of the Americans on 
board, together with the permits described above, served as a means of protection, and they 
were allowed to proceed. Upon their arrival their vessels were soiTietimes seized as the 
property of subjects of the King of Great Britain; and in all cases, Hbefore any disposition 
could be made of the cargo, a petition to the general Court, praying foi^ liberty to sell the fish 
or salt, to purchase provisions with the proceeds, and to depart with^ the same in their ves- 
sels, would be next in order. ' 

These petitions were almost Invariably granted. They were ofiten written by clerks, 
engaged for the purpose, and in their zeal to serve their employers, :knd facilitate the action 
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of the Court, they sometimeB made aae of language considerably stronger than the real 
tentlmentB of their employers would perhaps warrant. It would be well for the reader in 
perusing these documents to bear this fact in mind. 

Some of the American prisoners described above were captured in privateers, and had 
been previously engaged in harassing the coast, and making life a burden to our people ; yet 
no distinction was made in their treatment, and all were alike the reclpientn of the favor And 
bounty of our people. To their everlasting shame, a f«w of them, who owed thHir safe return 
home to the kindness of our people, no sooner arrived in MaHsachusetts thao they r«»-shii»)jed 
on other privateers engaged in the same nefarious business, and repaid their benefactors 
with Insult and abuse. 

The laws of Oongrees, under which these private armed vessels were commissioned, and 
indeed, the commissions themselves, distioctly forbade their depredations in the enemy's 
country above high-^UMUer-4nark, The Massachusetts Government repeatedly took occasion to 
reprimand the owners and officers of privateers who were continually violating the rules of 
international law and the usages of civilised nations at war with each other, and finally 
passed a resolve requiring privateer owners to give bonds, in order to prevent their shameful 
treatment of our people. 

There were a great many privateers in the employ of the Colonies, whose owners and 
officers were gentlemen, and brought credit to their service. They never stooped to wage a 
war of rapine and plunder upon an unoffending, defenceless people, especially a people of 
their own kith and kin ; on the other hand, numerous instances of their chivalrous kindnees 
to our people attest their high-ndnded qualities, netably when the officers and crew of H. M. 
8. '* Blonde " were saved by two of them. But some of the small schooners fitted out and 
commissioned in Bhode Island and Massachusetts were manned by crews too cowardly to 
attack where they expected to find any resistance, and whose actions smacked of piracy 
more than of legitimate warfare. The Qovernments under which they were commissioned 
cannot be blamed for their deeds, as very few accounts of their performances reached the 
authorities until it was too late to take any action. 
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CHAPTBB I. 

The earlieBt mention made of Tarmoath in the Massachmietts Archiyes is a letter 
addressed to no less a personaj^e than General Washington, dated at ** Yannonth, NoTa 
Scotia, 15th of January, 1776," and written by one Stephen Parker, an inhabitant of Machias, 
who was then at Yarmouth for the purpose of buying hay. In his letter he says " that at 
Annapolis, in this Government, a schooner with hands impressed which liad two Gask of 
Powder and an equivalent in ball, shipped by some officers in the Gk>vemment's service, was 
sent to St. John's river with orders to put the powder. Ball, &c., into the hands of the 
savages there, and to stir them up to cut off the inhabitants of Machias, having an officer on 
board to whose care the matter was committed. Thrice they put out of the Harbour, and by 
violent winds were drove back, the last time the vessel narrowly escaped being lost, which 
adverse provide oce has induc'd them to lay by their design at present. At the same place a 
ship of six hundred tons, collecting stores for Boston was lately cast away with entire loss 
of Vessel & Cargo. This intelligence may be relied on," etc. 

On the back of the letter is written : " This letter was wrote with a view of embracing 
the first opportunity to send it to the General. John Trevoy of Yarmouth in Mr. Stanley's 
Schooner promised to call at my lodgings, before he sailed for Marblehead last winter, but 
failing of calling I had not opportunity to send it, fearing to give it him long before he sailed 
lest it might be known in Nova Scotia " 

( StATB of MAMACHnSSTTS BAT. 

) In Gouncil Apr. 9, 1776. 

Whereas It is apprehended that some of the Inhabitants of this Colony may be induc'd 
from a reg^ to their own interest to employ their Vessels the coming season in the business 
of Fishing, and io order to avoid the Inconveniences thev may be expos'd to by an Act of 
Parliament (A) designed to restrain the fishery of the Colonies, may make over the Property 
of their Vessels to some inhabitants of Nova Scotia— 

To th» Intent therefore that no Inhabitant of this Colony mav unwarily go into such a 
method of Conduct, It is Resolved that if any Inhabitant of this Colony shall upon any 
pretence whatever transfer his property in any Vessel to an Inhabitant of the Province of 
Nova Scotia he will thereby violate a Besolve of the Congress prohibitinff all Intercourse, 
with the Inhabitants of that Province, and of course may expect to be obfiged to submit to 
the pains & peitalties due to such an offense. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

PsBBZ MoBTOH, D. Sco'y. 

In ths Housb of Bbpbbsbntattvbs, Apr. 10, 1776. 
Bead and concurred with the amendment at A, viz. at A dele ** designed to restrain the 
fishery of the Colonies," & Insert ** prohibiting all manner of Trade and Commerce with the 
United Colonies and declaring forfeited all snon Vessels and Cargoes &o as shall be taken 
belonging to the Same." 
Sent up for Concurrence. 

J. Wabbbn, Speaker. 
In Council, Apr. 15th, 1776. 
Bead & Concnrred. 

John Lowbll, Dep'y Seo'y. 
Mass. Archives^ Vol 208, p. 366. 
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To the Monble the CfnmeU <{/ the State of Massachtuetts Bay now sitting at Watertcwn, 

The Petition of Blcherd Yalpey most humbly Sheweth that your Petitioner 1b a native 
of Salem, where he always Beslded nntlLl within a few years when he with his family and 
many others Removed to a place Call'd Yarmouth In the Bay of Fnndy & Province of Nuva 
Bcotla, Inhabited chiefly by People from Salom and Beverly, wbo ar« now BroU to Qreat 
Straits & Difficulties, Owing to the Communications between this State & that Provlucn 
being Cut oil. That your Petitioner is very Desirous of Bemovins himself & family from 
Nova Scotia to Salem, the Place of bis nativity, Ck>uld he have yoar Honor's Liberty for bis 
80 Doing, and to Prevent his little furniture & Effects from being Captured on their Passage 
from Yarmouth to this Place your Petitioner humbly prays your Honors will be pleaned u* 
Orant him a License In Writing to Return to Nuva Scotia in auy way he may be able & lu 
remove from thence himself, his Wife and niue Children and an aged mother together witri 
his furniture, and your Petitioner as in Duty Bound shall Ever pray 

BiCHABD VaXiPXT. 

8AI.XM , 3 Octr 1776— This may Certify that the Contents of the foregoing Petition is 
True, & that Mr. Valpey has been a Respectable ship Master in this Place for many years. 

R. Dbrbt, Jr. 

Mass. Arehivte^ Vol. 165, p. 820. 

NoTX— The above memorial and oertifloate are In the handwriting of the Hon. Kichard Derby, Jr., 
one of the foremost citizens and patriots of t^alem. That there was a connection between the valpey 
and Foote families of Yarmouth and the Derby family of tialem will be shown in a sabseqoent chapter. 

The Oounoil at the same time received petitions of a similar nature from Bbeneser Por- 
ter (who stated that he was a native of Salem, *' where he was bro't up, and afterwards 
resided at Woburn," until 1 his removal to Yarmouth a few years previously. He mentions 
wife and five children), Nathan Utley, Henry Coggln, Asa Hammond and Nehemlah Porter, 
who signed " in behalf of his son of the same name at Yarmouth.*' 

Theee petitions were all granted by the Oounoil, who instructed Mr. Samuel Holten to 
draft permits, which read as follows: 

Statb of MAflSACHUBFiTB Bat, Gounoil Chamber, Oct. 4, 1776. 

Whereae Bbenr Porter, Richard Valpey, Nathan Utley, Henry Oosgin, Asa Hammond & 
Nehemlah Porter, all of Yarmouth, in ye Province of Nova ScoUa, have petitioned this 
Board that thev may have liberty to remove themselves, their Families and effects from sd. 
Yarmouth to this State & it appearing that the petitioners not many years since removed 
themselves and Families from tols State 

Therefore Ordered that the above named petitioners be and hereby are perndtted to return 
from this State to Yarmouth in the Province of Nova Scotia & baring of their Families and 
effects to any part of this State that they shall think proper, and it is herebv recommended 
to All Commanders of all Armed & other vessels to let the above named petitioners, or 
either of them, pass unmolested to Yarmouth in sd Province and from thence to this State 
to bring their Families & effects. 

Mass, ArchfoeSt 165-331. 

Yabmodtb, Novft Sootla, September the 28th, 1776. 

Capt. Jooak Batgkbldoa^Sut we take Lieve at thia Difecalt time to write these foe 

linea to yon Hoping They will And you and yours in Gk>od health as we are at this Time 

Bleaaed be God for it— Bur, we are informed you are one of the members of the house of 

General Assembly of that Province, therefore we think best With advice, to beg the favor of 

gu which we are in Kneed of, which Is a Permit or Portlotion from being Made a priae of 
the Amaraoa vessels of war in our Oomeing up there with onr ftoiilies and what uttle we 
n letoh with na. We Dont suppose that a permit from Any authority below that we used 
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to call thH General Gort will be any protection. Mr. Bobart Hamkell adTls'd lu to write a 
pertition aud send it up to yon to Lay before the Oongreas, Bat we thought we Ooald not 
form OQ« ia any formal manner, so wt) Diddent, and we I>a8ent ask any one hear to Do it 
Lest we should be informd Aeainst at Halifax, and they should git athority to Stop what 
Little we Can fetch away, and us tue. But if you think it Best, and that it is Likely we Can 
obtain one by a Pertition aud not without We Pray that you will Draw one for os in our 
UHines and behalf and we will pay you for it. And for all other treble you may be at in 
procureiog It for us. Mr. Haskell says he will ush Best indevors to Oonyey it to us if you 
can git it for us— So no more at Present but we Bemain your 

most Humble Servents and Bver Well wishers, 

Jamss Bbowh, 
Naxkan Bbowv. 
Mau Arehioes, Vol. 165, p. 349 

To the Honorable Council of the State of the Massachueette Bay* 

The Petition of Joaiah Batchelder, Jr., in behalf of J^mes Brown & Nathan Brown of 
Novasootia, But Late of Ipswich, in this State, Humbly Sheweth, that the above named 
James & Nathan Brown, have Besided at Yarmouth in Novascotia for Several years and are 
luiw desirous of B<4turning with their Effects to this Sute, where they formerly belonged. 
Therefore your Petitioner Humbly Prays your Honors to Grant a protection to James & 
Nathan Brown to Roturn with Their eff«)Ctd Unmolested, from Yarmouth in Novaaootia to 
Ipswich in this State— 

And your Petitioner as in duty bound Shall ever pray 

Watertown, Oct. 10, 1776. Joei. Batohbldkb Jb. 

In Gouncil Oct. 10, 1776, Bead & Ordered that a similar Order to that given to Bbenr. 
Porter, Richard Valpey Sc others, Oct. 4kth last, be Granted to the above named Jas. & 
Nathan Brown. 

John Avkrt, Dpy Scy. 

Mass. Archives, Vol. 165, p. 848. 

Bauunoxoh, Novm Sootia, Oct. 19, 1776. 
GxHTLxmN: 

We the Subscribers, Inhabitants of Barrington in ye Province of Nova Scotia, having 
hired and partly loaded the Schooner Hope with Fish and Liver Oyl bound for Salem or 
Beverly In the Province of the Massachnsetia bay -Bamestly Pray and Request of you the 
Honble Oongress, or those whosn business it may be to see to it, To permit and Saner the 
said Loadiug to be disposed of by Heman Kenney and part of the amount to be Lay'd out 
in provisions for the Support of us the Suhecribers which are entirely Destitute of any for 
the snpport of them or their Children and it is Impossible to get any Blsew here. And H 
long Winter Approaching— God only knows what will become of ns; We look on oorselvei 
as u nhappily scituated as any People in the world ; being Settlers from the MasaaohusettB 
Bay, for whose welfare we Barnestly pray, having Fathers, Brothers, and Ohildren living 
thert^ : And we have in the Course of these Unhappy Times done everything in our power 
to Assist those Unfortunate people that have been Taken and come into tms place from 
Halifax, to ship them over the bav on their way home. And have not at any time Blgher 
[either] by Supplies or men to Injure our native places or Country. In the above VeflseTactt 
Three Families with their Bffects which have left this place and gone to the places in your 
province where they formerly came from. And we the Suhecribers dont know but that we 
must follow them for we dont think we can Live Quietly here for our Bmployment is such 
for the Support of our families to Yizt Fishing as you look upon Dis-eervice to the great 
cause you are Imbarked in. and we cannot but follow it while we are thus Scituated : There- 
fore we Barnestly pray and Request of you in your Great Goodness and Wisdom to Assist ua 
with provisions as we the Subscribers snail want for this winter and till such time as we can 
remove ourselves from this place to our former homes unless these Tremendous Times are 
Stinted, Which God grant may be soon : We have Authorized and Appointed our Friend 
Mr. Heman Kenney to Answer and Reply to any Questions and to represent our Deplorable 
Situations to you the Honble Oongress or others whom he voB^ be called before: And we 
are ready to keep up a correspondence with the Inhabitants of your provlnoe to Mohange 
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flflh for other proyistoiiB if yon should see fli to Inooorage saoh a Trade antil such Time as 

we can remove oarselvee from this place provided yoa are Determined to prevent oar fishing 

on this Shore. For the privateers have taken Severail of oar Schooners from as and the 

fish oanght in them to the great Distress of the fishermen which have not done anything hat 

flshinff to Injure yoa, which they could not help, heing the only way they have to maintain 

their nuniUes. For all which causes and Reasons we cannot hut flatter ourselves that you 

will receive this Memorial from us and answer our request which will Enahle us to Support 

onr Wifea and Ghildren, and we cannot thinic the request being granted any Damage to 

yon. We mean not to Offend yen in anything but should be glad to know our Destiny if 

any of as should tarry at this place during these times for we have not seen nor heard from 

yon anything who are in Authority but only from som'^ of the men nn board the privateers 

who teu US all the Dreadful Toings that c>iu befali any P^Miple. to Vizt That the Indians are 

commissioned to come on the back of us to kill burn and Destroy. A. picture thus drawn by 

them that we the Descendants from America Cannot think ever Butered into the breasts of 

the free and Generous sous of America. W« >ire Gentlemen, your most humble petitioners 

and very humble Servants 

Solomon Smith David Crowell 

Isaac B^niE Blii>ha Smith 

Jonathan I>oane* WMlam Greenwood 

Rf uben Gohoou Solomon Smith Junet 

Theodore Smith hei> jamin Kirby 

Stephen NickeAon Samuel Butman 

Blkanah Smith Jos*^ph Smith 

Jonathan Smith Jonathan Smith Jr 

Isaac Kennny Jont^ph At wood 

Gamaliel Kenney Smith Growi^ll 

Maroy Kenney Joshua Atwood 

Isaac King Juner John Reynolds 

Samuel Osborne Doane Joseph Ken wick 

Solomon Kenwick Jr Bdmond Doane 

Thomas Crowell 

N. B.— We hope and Desire yon will not give this a place in yonr newspapers tho yon 
may think it wortny— Which may be of Damage to us if we should remain at this place. 

Mats, Arckivti, Vol 211, p. 122. 

The petition of the inhabitants of Barrington was acted npon by the General Court as 
follows: 

In thb Housb of Rbpabsxrtativss, Nov. 15, 1776. 
TF^erecM it appears to this Court that the within petitioners, inhabitants of Barrington in 
Kora Scotia have proved themselves firm friends to the United States of America, & on that 
account are determined as soon as may be to transport themselves & their fanilies from that 
province to this state in order to get out of the reach of British tyranny : 

And it being represented that the inhabitants of Barrinston, from a determined refusal 
of trade with the enemies of America have exposed themselves to great hardships thro want 
of such provisions as are necessary to support them until thev can be removed : therefore 
Besolved, that the prayer of the within petition be so far granted as that the within named 
Heman Kenney be & he hereby is permitted to purchase and export from any town or place 
in this state to said Barrington, solely for the purpose of enabling the said inhabitants 
thereof to transport themselves from thence to this State, 250 bushels of com, 30 barrels of 
pork, 2 hogsheads of Molasses, 2 do. of mm, 200 lbs. Coffee. 
Sent up for Concurrence. 

J. WAKBBir Spkr. 
In Council Nov. 16, 1776. 
Read & Concurred. 

John Avxbt D. Scy. 

• This signature is atanoet illegihle, and the fbnt name may be other than Jonathan. 
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To the Borible CcuncU & House of Repre9en^ 
tatives, of the State of Maseachueeits Say. 

The Petition of Josiah Porter Hnmbly Sheweth, 

That your Petitioner has resided at Yarmonth In Nova Scotia about fonr years, and that 
State being in a State of War with this, yonr Petitioner is desiroos of Betuming to this 
State which is the place of his Nativity. Therefore yonr Petitioner Humbly prays your 
Honors to Grant him a permit to Betnm with his family & Effects from Nova Scotia to this 
State, and your Petitioner as in duty Bound shaJl Bver pray. 

JOSIAH POBTEa. 

Boston, April 18th, 1777. 

StATB of MA88ACHUSSTT8 BaT. 

In the House of Bepresentatives, May 8th, 1777. 

Resolved, that Joslah Porter, be, and he hereby is, Permitted to Betnm, from Nova 
Scotia to any part of this State with his Family & Effects. And all armed Vessels belong- 
Ing to this State are hereby directed to permit said Porter to pass unmolested, and it Is 
hereby recommended to all other American Armed Vessels to suffer the said Porter to Pass 
unmolested. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

J. Wabbbn, Spkr. 

In Council May 8, 1777. 

Bead & Goncurred. 

Jho. Avxbt, Dpy Scy. 
Maes. Archives, Vol, 214, p. 34. 

Statb of Massachusbtts Bat. 
In Council Chamber Sept 8, 1777. 

Ordered, that Joslah Porter be & he hereby is permitted to go from Newburyport 
in a small schooner called the Slope to Nova Scotia to bring his Family & Effects from 
thence to this State. And all Conunande?8 of Armed Vessels belonoing to this State axe 
hereby directed to suffer the sd Porter to pass unmolested and it is recommended to the 
Commanders of all other American Armed Vessels to do the same. 

Bead & Accepted. 

Jso. Avxbt, Dpy Scy* 

Mass. Archives, Vol 107, p. 207. 
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CHAPTBB n. 

To the H<mble the Council and the HoTihle House of Repreeentatives of the State of Maseachusette 
Bay: 

The Bepresentatloii of tbe Committee of Correspondence, Inspection and Safety of Salem 
Sheweth, 

That Capt. Richard Yalpey, an Inhabitant of Yarmonth, in the Province of Nova Scotia, 
bat formerly of this Town, hath made application to this Committee, setting forth, That 
being at Halifax in said Province, in May last, he was applied to bv the following persons, 
Vizt., Capt. Habakknk Bowditcb, Messrs. Jonathan Payson, Charles Callahan and Andrew 
Millet, Inhabitants of this State, and who were then Prisoners at that Place, requesting him 
that he wonld devise some means by which their escape from their Captivity might be effect- 
ed as they were then in the most necessitoos and distressed circumstances and situation ; 
that he accordingly procured a Vessel and engaged to bring the said persons from Halifax 
which he accordingly did, altho' at the Bisque of his Vessel as well as his liberty, as he must 
unavoidably have forfeited both, had he been detected in the execution of his plan by the 
Government at Halifax ; that in pursuance of this Scheme he was proceeding to St. John's 
in the Bay of Fundy, where he had engaged to land the said Persons, but while on his 
Passage, he was informed, that that place would be in the hands of our Enemies before he 
could airive there, in consequence of which he put into Cape Porceau. where his Passengers 
beforementioned got a vessel to carry them to Newbury ; that after this the said Valpey was 
proceeding to St. John's, having on board, two hogsheads of Bum, two hogsheads of 
molasses, one piece of checked, and two pieces of white Linen, and two barrels of Pork, 
with which he was going to purchase a load of Staves for the use of persons residing at Tar- 
mouth; that while be was at St. John's a party of men from Machias, in this State, came 
and took his Vessel and goods into possessiou, and made himself and his Crew Prisoners ; and 
carried them all to Machias, where they still hold the said Vessel and Goods. This Commit- 
tee would therefore Interceed with the Honorable Court in behalf of the said Valpey, and 
beg leave to acquaint the Honble Court, that they are well assured that the Inhabitants of 
that part of Nova Scotia of which the said Valpey is an Inhabitaot, are almost to a man 
friendly to the Interest of these States, that they frequentlv have assisted our Countiymen, 
who have been Prisoners and carried in there, in making their Bscape, and when any of our 
Vessels have been forced into that Place, they have afforded all the assistance and Belief 
which was in their Power to the Crews; particularly when the Brigantiue Cabot was drove 
in there by the Milford, this same Capt. Valpey entertained and supported Capt. Olney, 
Lieut. Knight and about thirty others of the Cabot's Crew three days aua nights, in his own 
bouse and at his own expense, as will appear bv a Certificate signed by the said Lieut. 
Knight herewith transmitted. And as the Cartel between this State and Nova Scotia is 
now stopped and no way for the Subjects of this State who may be carried Prisoners into 
that Province to be released, but by the assistance of such persons there, whose humanity 
and friendly disposition towards these States may induce to afford such assistance. The 
Committee therefore fear that unless a stop is put to making Captures of, or Seizing any 
Vessel which may be employed in endeavoring to effect the Bscape of any such Prisoners, 
it will entirely prevent and discourage any of the Inhabitants of that Province (who others 
wise would be disposed to do it) from giving any assistance to any of our People in future. 

This Committee would therefore Pray that the said Capt Valpey mav nave his Vessel 
and Goods ordered to be restored to him, or otherwise relieved as the Honble Court in their 
Wisdom shall think fit and proper. 

The Committee wonld also beg leave to recommend him to the favour of the Government 
that he may have some allowance nude him for his Expense in Bntertaining the Captain 
and part of the Crew of the Brigantiue as mentioned before. 
By order of the Committee. 

Thomas BIason, Chairman. 

Committee Boom, Salem, June dOth, 1777. 
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In Counoil, July iBt. 1777: Bead & Ordered, That Henry Gardner. Esq., with each as 
the Honble Hoose Bhall join be a Committee to consider the aboye Bepreeentation and 
report what is best to be done thereon. 
Sent down for Goncnrrence 

John Aybet, Dpy Scy. 
In the Honse of Bepresentatiyee, July 1, 1777 
Bead Sc Ck>ncnrred & Bir. Wendell & Bir. Hunt are Joined 

B. T. Padtb, Bpkr pro. temp. 

St. John's Biybb, May 26, 1777. 
WherecLS Biohard Yalpey, Master & Owner of the Sohooner Indastry has risk'd his 
Person and Property in taking us Prisoners from onr Confinement att Halifax & Setting os 
att Liberty in this place, We think fit te recommend him to the Gonntenance & fayoor of 
all the Officers in the American Nayy. 

JONA. Patson, 
Chablbs Oauahan, 

AnDBEW MlUiBT, 

Hab'k Bowditch. 
Mau. Archives, Vol, 183, p. 58. 

These may Gertify all whom it may Consam that the Subscriber was Lieutenant of the 
Brigg Gabott at the time she was Ghased on shore at Gheborge [i, e. Chebogue] in Noya 
Scotia by the milford frigate and that after the officers and Seamen nude there Bscape from 
the wreck Gapt. Olney, my Self and near thirty of the Gabot's Grew was lodged and Gnrtisly 
Entertained by Gapn Bichd Yalpey at his house in Tarmouth Noya Scotia for three days 
and three knights and this entirely at the Expense of Said Yalpey whose friendly disposi- 
tion to my Self and others belonging to the United States demands my most srateful 
Acknowledgements and I do hereby recommend him as a person whose gineral Conduct 
merits the feayor of all the good people of these States. 

BBHJ. ElNIOHT, JjEXTKST, 

n, 30 June, 1777. 



JfoM. ArcMvM, Vol. 183, p. 5^ 

MiACHiAS, June ye 12Ui, 1777. 
To Caft. Stbphbv Smith^ 

• • • William Albey arriyed hear last Sunday with a prize Schooner|the 
Industry, Bicherd Yelpay Late master which schooner was taken Last week by Gapt. West 
& Company and sent in hear. Mr. Albey Sceemes to attend to the Bisness of the prize 
more than the Safety of the Staits, that [he] layed thare matter before the Committee that 
thare being no Letters from Mr. Allen and but a yery blind account from Gapt. West, did 
not yery well know how to proceed, but recommended to Mr. Albee for him and his party to 
Secure the Prize in the best manner they Could and return to their Duty again. But Mr. 
Albee declined ; but Mr. Hall, one of the Guard with him expressed his desire to return to 
Gapt West again, and with the rest set off today for St. John. 

Mr. Albee seems intent upon libelling and getting the yessel condemned immediately. 
The Committee recommended him not to proceed any further in the matter until he notifies 
Mr. Allen and sends him a copy of the yessel's papers and an account of the whole pro- 
ceedings, so that he may be consulted In the matter, as Mr. Allen was up the riyer with the 
Indians when they took and brought the said prize away. And the Committee told Mr. 
Albee that his present designs seem to carry an appearance of tryins to get the yessel con- 
demned to a few indiyiduab and giying up all pretentions of being in the State's serylce. 
We told him that if so, the Committee would insist upon the Bxpences of their proyisions, 
boats and ammunition, to be paid out of the proceeds of the prize. Howeyer, that was a 
matter he gaye himself no trouDle about, and without the adyice of the Committee, on his 
own account, he landed the cargo in 'Squire Jones's store, and we suppose, either by him- 
self or attorney, will soon haye her libelled at Pownalborough. If the captors are in the 
State's seryice, you will acquaint the State Agent of the matter; also, you can get the trial 
put off until Bir. Allen can naye an opportuni^ to put in his claim, if he has any, as it may 
De asserted that he is among the Mio-mac Indians. We think that those persons who seek 
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their own interests so mnoh more than they do the safety of a hleedlng Gonntry, deserve no 
preferment in it. Oapt. West was kind enough to write to the Committee to support his 
family while he is in the service, bat said nothing concerning the disposal of the priEe. 
By inqairywe understand her cargo Is— 

2 Hh. w. India Bum, 

2 Hh. Molasses, 

6 Tierces Rice, 

2 Barrels Pork, some 

1 Barrel Tohaooo, English 

about aoo wt. Cottons, goods. 

20 thousand nails, 

A good Schooner, about fifty tons. 

She appears by the papers to be from Halifax about fifteen days ago, but brings no 
material advices. The late .Captain seems to have great pretentions to liberty and has a 
permit from the Honourable Council dated last October to remove his family and effects 
from Yarmouth, in Nova Scotia, Into this State, but it seems was on a very different business. 
It is plain to be seen how the Honourable Council is imposed upon by such villains, who, 
nnder the Cloak of Liberty, are daily selling their Country. • • • • 

Jamss Flthx, Clerk. 
To Capt. Stephen Smith, at Boston. 

NoTB.— The foregoing letter is to badly written and the spelling is so oatrageous ub to necessitate 
my making corrections in order to present it in readable form. This is tbe onlv letter in the entire 
series leqniring snoli treatment, and I hope to reproduce the others verbatim et Uter<UUn.-~B, D. P. 

In Council, July 1st, 1777 : Bead & Committed to the Committee to whom was referred 
the Bepresentation of the Committee of Correspondence, &c., of Salem, relative to Mr. 
Valpey. 

Sent down for Concurrence. 

Jno. AvxsT, Dpy. Soy. 
In the House of Bepresentatilves, July 1, 1777, 

Concurred. 

B. T. Paiks, Speaker pro tern, 
ifoss. Archives, Vol, 183, p. 52. 

The Committee of both Houses appointed to consider the Bepresentation of the Comtee. 
of Correspondence, Inspection & Safety of tbe town of Salem have attended that Service & 
ask Leave to Beport 

That Capt. Bichard Valpev mentioned in sd. Bepresentation is an Inhabitant of Tar- 
mouth, in the County of Cumberland, in the Gk>vernmeat of Nova Scotia, the Inhabitants 
whereof have been great Sufferers By their attaotmiHut to the American Cause, as expressed 
In a Besolution of Congress passed the Sixth Day of May last. Your Committee also find 
that the said Valpey hath frequently exerted himself to relieve and Comfort American 
Prisoners making their Escape from Halifax in sd. Government 

TJier^ore Resolved, that the Schooner Industry (taken by a Party of Capt. West's Com- 
pany, now in tbe Pay of this State at St. John's Blver in Nova Scotia) together with her 
Cargo and Stores intire be immediately restored to the said Valpey s tbe Committee of 
Correspondence, Sec, of Machias and all other persona concerned are directed to cause this 
Besolution to be carried into execution. 

In Council, Jnly 2, 1777, 
Bead & Accepted, 

Sent down for Concurrence. 

Jno. Avxbt, Dpy. Scy. 
In the House of Bepresentatives, July 8, 1777, 

Bead & Concurred (in a new draft) 

B. T. Paims, Speaker pro temp. 

Add— & the Naval Officer or other Civil Officers are not to permit the said vessel to 
depart for Nova Scotia until the further order of this Court, or of the Council in the Beoess. 
Mass, Arehioes, Vol, 183, p. 66. 
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Ik Council, Jaly 21, 1777. 
Ordered, that Gapt. Richard Yalpey, master of a Schooner latelv taken hy a party of 
men under the Command of Oapt. West & carried into Macfaias, be & he hereby is permitted 
to Depart this State for Yarmouth in Nova Scotia with his Said Schooner ana all & Erery 
Article's which were on board the said Schooner at the time of her Capture, and the Mari- 
time Court of the Eastern District, the naval oiBcer & the Committee of the Port and Town 
of Maohias are hereby order'd and Directed to see this order Caryed Into Execution. 
Read & Accepted 

Jno. Avk&t, Dpy. Scy. 
Mass. Archives, Vol, 167, p. 99. 

NOTB —It may have been partly owin^ to the mistake of the committee of both Houses, tn oonfound- 
ing: rinmberland with Queens Coonty, in Nova Bootla, that Mr. Yalpey owed this happy issue out of his 
troubles. 

The Mr. Allan mentioned in James Flynn's letter to Capt. Stephen Smith was Col. John 
Allan, a former resident of Nova Scotia. He was bom in Edinburgh Castle, Scotland, Jany. 
13, 1746, the son o( William Allan, an English army officer. When he was about three years 
old his parents removed to Halifax, N. 8., and afterwards were resident at Fort Cumberland, 
where Mr. Allan, sr., received extensive grants of land. John Allan was a representative 
to the Provincial Parliament of Nova Scotia from 1770 until 1776, when, by reasons of his 
disaffection, he became so obnoxious to the Government as to necessitate his fleeing to the 
United Colonies. Proceeding to Philadelphia he endeavored to interest Gton. Washington 
in his plan for the invasion of Nova Scotia, and was invited to lay the matter before Con- 
gress. He was appointed Colonel of Infantry and Superintendent of the Eastern Indian 
Department, with headquarters at Machias, although the seat of his campaign was on the 
St. John river, where he remained during the greater part of the war. " His energy, deter- 
mination and pluck helped very materially to save to the United States a large part of the 
territory now comprising the State of Maine, and had his proposals been entertained the 
original States might have consisted of fourteen.''— See " Nova Scotia Hist. Soc. Coll." Yol. 
ii., p. 10; also ** Military OperationB in Eastern Maine and Nova Scotia," pp. 26-7. 
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OHAPTBB m. 

The following |NiiMngiToiiflaoiiMlnteCitttnffd0tal]f of the mannor in which H. H. B. 
** Milfoid," Oapt. Burr, out-nuuMBaTrod three Amerioaa hrifi of ww, the " MuMohaeeUe/' 
Cept. John Vlik; the " Tjmnniolde," Oept. Jonnthnn Haniden, and the '<0»bot," OmpL 
JoMph Oln^, and drove the hMev aahoie et Ohehogne. It is extremely donbtfal if any 
nooonnt of this naTal** affair" has-ever hefora appeared in print. 

Wae Omon, Boixos, Jnly 81« 17T7. 
To th9 Bom/ordhk ik€ CowM for «Ae StaU f^ Jfo— adfciwettf Aiy. 
ICay it pleaae your Honota, 



It having been ■oggeated that Oapt. Hak, of the State armed Brig Mamaohoietti, has 
fUled in point of I>nty on a Craise in Company with (he Ck>ntinental Brig Oabot ft the State 
Brig l^rannioide, and as Oapt. FIsk is anzloos for some means of clearing his obaraoter 



from aU Aspemions. we pray yonr Honors to order either a Ooart Martial or Obnrt of Inquiry 
that Jostlee may be done if Oapt. FIsk is censorable, or if he has behnved like a Man of 
Honor ft a Qentleman those nnlost and injarioos Beflectlonsi (which to an Officer of his 
distlngoiahed Merit ft nice FbeUngs are intolerable) mMr be obviated. • • • 
By the Order of the Board of War. 

Saxl. ▲• OnSi Pres. pro tem. 

In Oonnoil Jaly 81« 1777— Bead ft Committed to Walter Spooner, Joseph Palmer ft 
BenJ . Anstin, Bsqrs to consider the within and Beport what is best to be done thereon. 

Jno. AvBET, Dpy. Scy. 

Kathaniel Webb, priiemastar on board the Brigantlne Tyrannicide, commanded by 
Oapt. Jona. Harriden, deposeth & saith, That on the a4th of March, 1777, about 10 o'clock at 
night, being In Oompanv with the Oabot, Oapt. Oincy : and ye Massachusetts, Oapt. FIske; 
we discovered a Sail to the Eastward of as; not more than fonr miles distant:— the Oabot ft 
Massaohnsetts being to the Bastward of the Tyrannicide, ft the MassacLosetto being the 
nearest to the Sail ;— (he vrind being about South ;— we soon discovered the sail to be a fri- 

Ste and made all neceisary preparations to engage her ;— The Three Brigantlnes then bore 
•wn to the frigate ; and we came within a mile and a half of her when she bore awi^ and 
made folse flres ; Before this she was standing to the westward, by the wind. The Massar 
cliusetts then hove to, and spoke with the Cabot; what passed I cannot tell; The three 
briggs tlien hauled their wind ; ft stood to the Bastward; no plan of attack was agreed upon 
that! know of— but it was ye opinion of the Crew of the Tyrannicide that we were to attack 
ye Frigate. The Massaohnsetts ft Tyrannicide about one o'Olook took in their top Gallant 
sails to keep company with the Oabot wo did not sail so fast.— She earrled all her sails.— at 
Daylight the Cabot was to the windward of us upon our Weather Quarter about half a mile 
distant; the Massachusetts astern of us about half a mile, and the frigate about 8 miles to 
the leeward of us, under our lee quarter, all standing to the eastward. About sunrise, Oapt. 
Flake Spoke with ns and asked CaDt. Harriden if he was ready to bear down ft ** take nis 
breakfast." meaning to engage the frigate; Oapt. Harriden answered with all his heart. 
Oapt. Fiske then sprung his lufl to speak as we apprehended with the Cabot— we on board 
the Tyrannicide expected (all the morning) that the Cabot would bear down and speak with 
us about the attack, but ane kept her wind and It was not possible in our opinion for us or 
the Massachusetts, to come up with and speak to her. About eight o'clock the wind began 
to blow freeh; we shortened sail, the Aiassachusetts did the same; while the Oabot carried 
all her sails; at ten o'Olook we backed our maln-top-sall ft the Maasachusetts bore down 
and spoke with us. the Cabot still kept her wind, and being about a mile and an half to 
the Windward of us; on our weather quarter, the frigate, Massachusetts and Tyrannicide 
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then tacked and stood S. W., the Cabot still standing to the Bastward. Aboat eleven or 
twelve o'clock it came on to be rainy & thick weather* and we lost sight of the Cabot. She 
then bore about B. S. B from as about 6 or 7 miles distant; the frigate bore about N N. W. 
about 4 miles distant, the Massachusetts being within hale of us. We saw nothing more of 
the Cabot or the frigate 'till about one o'Clock the 25th P. BC. : then the frigate bore about 
N. B. the Cabot bore about B N. B., b«ing a hard gale, squally & a high sea running, the 
Cabot and the frigate standing to the Bastward, the frigate about 4 miles distant & the Cabot 
about 7 miles and ahead of the frigate about 4 miles : the frigate being in her wake. We 
then judged that if the Cabot had tacked, she would nave fetched more than Gun shot to the 
windward of the frigate and have joined us, but she set all her sails and bore away before 
the wind. The frigate then bore away after her; and at 4 or 5 o'Clook we lost sight of her; 
ye frigate being in chase. The weather at this time was so rough and so high a sea going, 
that in our opinion we could not have come up with the frigate if we had bore away and 
attempted it— nor if we had come up with her oould we have fought our guns and must have 
been taken. 

Kath. Wbbb. 

I, liittlefield Libby, a prize master on board the Brigantine Tyrannicide, commanded by 
Capt. Harriden ;— being on board the sd brigantine at the time within mentioned and being 
knowing to the foregoing facts deposed to by Nathaniel Webb, do testify and confirm the 
same in all respects. 

Salem, Angust 4, 1777. 

Sworn to before Joshua Ward, J. P. 
M<i88 Archives, Vol 107, p. 129. 

John Lambert, first Lieutenant and Mark Clark Second Lieut, of the Brigantine Massa- 
chusetts, a Vessel of War belonging to the State of Massachusetts Bay whereof Capt. John 
Fisk was Commander: Testify and Say that on Sundav the first day of March last, they 
Sailed in said Brig from Salem on a Cruise, and were joined off Cape Ann Harbour by the 
Brigantine Tyrannicide : Jonathan Harriden Commander, and the Briga Cabot, Capt. Olney. 
Commander.—That about Bleven o*Clock at night of the same day they saw a Sail to Leward 
which they judged to be the Millford Man of war. after discoveriug said Sail they waited 
for the other two brigs to come up with them, which they soon did and Spoke with each 
other.—That Capt. Olney and Capt. Harriden asked Capt. FLbk what he thought of the Ship. 
Capt. Fisk answered that he took her to be the Millford. Capt. Fisk then asked Capt. Olney 
what he thought of her, he said he was of the same opinion, meaning that he took ner to be 
the Millford, then Capt Fisk asked Capt. Olney what he thought of Bngaging her, he said 
with all his heart; and they then Cleared Ship and had all hands to Quarters rectdy for 
Bngaging, the Ship appearing to do the same, making false fires and lights fore and ait, it 
b«)ing then about twelve o'Olock at night : That betwixt twelve and one o'Clock of the same 
night Capt Olney spoke with them again, and asked tJapt. Fisk what he thought of her. 
Capt. Fisk answerea that he thought it prudent to keep to Windward 'till Morning, and then 
Consult what was best to be done, upon which Capt. Olney said he liked it well and at the 

same time bt^g[g](9d Capt Fisk not to leave him. Capt. Fisk replied he'd be D d if he 

would. That at daylight the next morning they discovered Capt. Olney about a Mile and a 
half upon their weather quarter, the wind then about South Bast. Capt. Harriden was 
then about as far to Leward, and the Man of War to Leward of Capt. Harilden. That about 
Nine or ten o'clock in the morning Capt Harriden seeing both his Consorts to Windward 
hove his Main Top Sail aback, upon which Capt Fisk bore away and Spoke with him (the 
Cabot still keeping her Wind ) Capt Fisk asked Capt. Harriden if he was ready to go down 
and take his breakfast, meaning if he was ready to go on board the Frigate. Capt. Harriden 
answered with all his heart. Ab the Cabot still kept to Windward and the Wind heading of 
them, they thought it best to Tack to the Southward, and Westward, likewise the Tyranni- 
cide and Cabot Tacked, the Cabot still to Windward ; the Frieate also tacked at the same 
Time. In the afternoon of the same day it came on Thick and Kainy, when they lost sight 
of the Cabot and Frigate for some time. That about five O'Clock the Weather remainme 
Thick Capt. Fisk and Capt. Harriden Tacked and stood to the Northward and Bastward. 
they could not then discover either the Cabot or Frigate, but supposed the Cabot was to 
Windward— That about Six o'clock it Cleared off, when they saw the Ship to Leward, soon 
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after that saw the Cabot nine miles to Leward going large, and supposed she bore away in 
the rain to get clear of the Ship, the Ship then seemed to bear a little after him to tiy to 
out the Cabot off ; the wind then blowing hi^ and a large Sea going, they determined not to 
follow the Cabot as there was so great a Sea which obliged them to House their Guns, their 
Decks being fall of Water, and iTthey had come np they conld not fight their Gnns in such a 
Sea. And these deponents further say that they never heard Oapt. Oluey say he would go 
and take the first broadside from the ship or aoything to Uiat purpose— aud they apprehend 
that in case the Cabot really intended to join the other two brigs she might nave done it 
after the Weather Cleared up without any dauger from the Ship, and had the Cabot Joined 
In such rough Weather it would not have been possible to flngage the Ship. 

And the deponents further say that Capt. Fisk appeared to be ready and willing to Join 
with the other brigs in Bngaging the Ship and never discovered the least backwardness— 
and further saith not. 

JONA. Ljlmbkkt. 

Mart ClABK. 

Sworn before Samuel Holten, Bsq., J. P. 
Mass, ArchioeSt Vol, 167, p. 137. 

The Milford continued in chase after the Cabot, and the pursuit must have lasted several 
days and nights. In spite of every effort Capt. Olney was unable to elude the vigilance of 
the King's officers. Bealizing that escape was impossible, and not relishing the idea of 
being taken, Capt. Olney boldly stood in for the Nova Scotia shore, and beached his vessel 
near the mouth of the Chebogue river. The crew, numbering 140 officers and men, got safely 
ashore, '* and all hands took to the woods." Upon their coming into the settlement at 
Chebogue, their wants were supplied by our people, and, as already shown, Capt. Richard 
Valpey housed and fed thirty of them for a few days. Capt. Zacharias Foot " entertained ** 
the entire company at his house for two weeks, as will hereafter appear, and through Capt. 
Foot's exertions the Americans were enabled to procure a vessel, in which they returned to 
Massachusetts. 
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OHAPTEB ly. 

Threnghont tli« whole period of the BeTolattonaiy War, fhe GoTerament of Maewohtt- 
fette Bay manifested a spirit of friendliness to the inhabitants of Tarmoath and Baniagtont 
and showed a disposition to grant, as far as laj in its power, the nnmeroos petitions and 
memorials our people from time to time laid before it. This oondition of affairs was dne, in 
no small measure, to the efforts of the Eton. John Pitts, a man of high standing in the Oolonj ; 
and in order that his many acts of kindness towards onr people may no longer remain 
unacknowledged, I haye thought proper to give here a short sketch of his life, as an intro- 
duction to a series of interesting papers oonoeming his oonneotlon with the affairs of Tar- 
mouth and Barrington. 

John Pitts, the eldest son of the Hon. James and Elisabeth (Bowdoin) Pitts, was bom 
in Boston in 1737, and died in 1815. His mother was a sister of the Hon. James Bowdoin, 
who was a member of the House of BepresentatiTee from 1758 to 1756, when he was elected 
to the Oouncil, of which body he was chosen President in 1775. In 1777 he presided oyer the 
State Gonstitutional Oonyention, and was Goyemor of Massachusetts, 1785-6. 

James Pitts, the father of the subject of this sketch, was one of the wealthiest and most 
influential merchants of Boston, and although the male line of his descendants is eztinot, 
his name stlU suryives in ** Pitts Street " and other localities in the ** Modem Athens." (The 
same might be said of his brother4n-law, Bowdoin, in whose honor were named " Bowdoin 
Street,'' " Bowdoin Square," etc.) 

The Pitts residence stood upon the site now occupied by the Howard AthenAum, and 
was a noted rendexvwu for the leading men of the times. It was here that John Hancock, 
John and Samuel Adams, James Bowdoin, Bichard Dana, Dr. Joseph Warren and kindred 
spirits were wont to discuss the affairs of the day. Mr. Pitts and his six sons were all " Sons 
of Liberty " and ringleaders in all anti-British demonstrations. Lendall Pitts, the youngest 
son, led the famous Boston Tea Party, Dec. 16, 1778, when the Bast India Company's tea was 
dumped into Boston Harbor. 

John Pitts was a Selectman of Boston from 1778 until 1778. In 1777 he became a member 
of the House of Bepresentatiyes, of which body he acted as Speaker part of the first year of 
his membership, an unusual honor. He was chosen a Oouncillor, Blay 37, 1778, and after the 
adoption of the State Constitution was a State Senator seyeral years. 

Barly in the summer of 1775 William Pitts, a younger brother of John, was sent by his 
father to Barrington and Yarmouth for the purpose of collecting and shipping back to Bos- 
ton, or otherwise disposing of a quantity of merchandise, etc., of which the old gentleman 
was the owner. William remained seyeral years engaged in this task, which was rendered 
yery arduous on account of the War, and his troubles while thus employed furnish an inter- 
esting series of documents. 

The Hon. James Pitts died Jany. 25, 1776, leaying no will, and letters of administration 
were grauted to his son John, who set about the settlement of the estate. The property in 
Noya Scotia was deemed of sufficient importance to necessitate a continuance of William's 
presence there. In June or July, 1776, he loaded a schooner which he hired at Barrington 
with dry salt fish, and dispatched her to Boston. On her way thither she was captured by 
the State armed brig Tyrannicide, Capt. Flsk (who afterwards commanded the Massachu- 
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setts), and was taken into Dartmouth, Bfaas., where both vessel and cargo were condemned 
as a prize in a maritime court convened there. 

We may easily imagine that these proceedings aroused the indignation of John Pitts. 
Indeed he made his displeasure so strongly felt that a committee, conslstlDg of Benjamin 
Austin, Charles Gushing and Daniel Hopkins, were appointed by the Oouncil to hear bis 
complaint, and report the best method of proceeding in the matter. Owing to some legal 
technicality, however, the decree of the Maritime Court remained unchanged.— 5ee Council 
Eecwrds, Aug. 16, 1776. 

In the meantime William had accumulated another load of fish at Harrington, and was 
anxious to ship it to John at Boston. Accordingly, on the 29th October, John petitioned the 
General Court as follows: 

To the Bonordble the Couneii & the Honorable the Bouse of R^tresentatives of the State of Massa- 
chueetts Bay :— 

The Petition of John Pitts humbly sheweth: 

That his Brother William Pitts left this State in June, 1776, and went to Harrington in 
the Government of Nova Scotia to transact business of necessity, ft is not able to return 
with safety from the peouliaf circumstances of having his property lately seized & decreed 
forfeited by a Maritime Court as Nova Scotia property, he being deemed (by some strange 
construction of law or otherwise) an Inhabitant of Nova Scotia. 

This will endanger his property in his return to this State, wch he is very desirous of. 

Tour Petitioner therefore prays in bis behalf that the Honorable Court would grant a 
permit & protection for his return with his property to tUs State. And your petitioner as 
in duty bound, &c., 

Jho. Pttts. 

This petition was granted thus:— 

In thb Housb of Bepsbsbntativis, Oct. 39, 1776. 
Resolved, that the Prayer of the within Petition be granted; & that the sd Wm Pitts 
have leave to return to this State with his Effects & all Commanders of Privateers & other 
armed Vessels belonging to this State, are hereby directed not to impede or obstruct the sd 
William on his Return ; but to afford him Assistance & Protection, (A) & that a Coppy of 
tills Resolve be given ye Petitioner for the Purpose aforesaid. 

Sent up for Concurrence. 

J. Wabben, Spkr. 
In Council, Oct. 29th, 1776. 

Read & Concurred with the amendment at A (Yizt) insert And the Commanders of all 
armed Vessels belonging to any of the United States of America are also requested not to 
impede or molest said Pitts. 

Send down for Concurrence. 

John Avbbt, Dpt. Scy. 
In the House of Represent. Oct. 29, 1776. 
Read & i^oncurred. 

J. Wabbbn, Spkr. 

Mass, Archives, Vol, 210, p. 443. 

It is possible that William Pitts did not place very much confidence in the protection 
thus granted for Us return to Boston, or else he saw a chance for a speculation, for he con- 
cluded to ship the fish he then bad on band to the French West India Islands, and to this 
end the Council passed an order permitting him to do so, and to import the proceeds of the 
fish into Massachusetts, invested in articles of clothing, naval and warlike stores, hemp, 
duck, salt or molasses.— ^ee Council Records, Feby, 12, 1777. 
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For some reason not apparent, WilliAm Pitts changed his mind about shipping his fish to 
the West Indies, and on the strength of the permit of the Oonrt of Oct. 29, 1776, he some time 
afterwards engaged another Harrington vessel to carry it to Boston. This vessel also fell a 
prey to an American ship of war,— this time a privateer— although under the protection of 
the General Court, as above. John Pitts, now thoroughly angry, took occasion to express 
himself to the Council in the form of a petition, viz. :— 

To the HoTiorable Council of the State oj Mctseaehtieetts Bay. 
The Petition of John Pitts humbly sheweth 

That some time past his Brother William Pitts sustained a considerable loss of property 
by a decree of a Maritime Court for being an Inhabitant of Nova Scotia Government, and he 
was then deemed by the subttie management of Lawyers & Greedy Captors, altho' a friend 
of this State and there through necessitv only ; a fate truly hard, but which your Petitioner 
hopes he will have redress for. Soon after vour Petitioner applied for and received protec- 
tion of the General Court for his return with his effects to this State, but such has been his 
situation that he has not been able to effect it ; and very lately a Schooner with effects, 
belonging to him & the Family have been captured b> an Armed Vessel, and libelled as 
subject to forfeiture : being desirous of procuring all possible evidence to prove and defend 
the property of the Family, your petitioner prays your Honors to Grant him liberty to send 
Capt. Richard Tutt in the Schooner Flying Fish to Barrington in Nova Scotia Government 
for the Purpose aforesaid and to bring up his Brother, with such remaining effects as he has 
belonging to himself and the Family which have not fell a prey to the Common Bnemy. 
[Here Mr. Pitts originally indulged in a few remarks concerning the character of American 
privateers, which were not at all complimentary to them. The text has been crossed out 
with ink, and is for the most iMurt illegible ] 

Your Petitioner therefore prays in behalf of his Brother ft the Family, that he may have 
liberty to -dispatch the aforesaid Vessel for the purpose already express'd and that the 
Honourable Council would grant suchprotection from the rapacious disposition of Priva- 
teers & other Armed Vessels as your Honors shall think best. And as in duty bound shall 
ever pray. 

Jomr Pitts. 

Boston, May 16, 1778. 
In Council, May 16, 1778. 7 

Bead & Ordered, ) 

That the Praver of this petition be granted, • • • And it is hereby recommended to 
All armed Vessels belonging to the united American States, and the Armed Vessels be]on(r> 
ing to this State are hereby commanded, to suffer the Said Tutt to pass & repass unmolestM 
accordingly, with Such Bffects of the said Pitts as he may bring from the Said Barrington. 

Bead & Accepted. 

Jho. Avkbt, D'y Soy. 
Maee. ArchiveSt Vol. 168, p. 309. 
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OHAFTEB y. 

To the Eohble tf^e OotmcU and Bbnble House of Rq;»re8enUaive$ of the State of Ma$9a^u»ett9 
Bay, in Oeneral Court Assembled at Boston, 

The Petitioii of Beth Bam«s and James Kelley 
Humbly Shew 

That jonr Petitioners are inhabitants of Yarmouth or Oapersew in Nova Scotia Gk>Yern- 
ment where they have often afforded assistance to the Prisoners taken by the Navy & Army 
of the King of Great Britain, as may easily be made to appear. Notwithstanding their 
friendly disposition, the American Privateers have repeatedly been into their Harbours & 
Bobed their Vessels of almost all they had, and many of the articles so ti^en your pet'nrs 
have reason to think were never Libelled in any Maritime Court. 

That your pet'nrs have ContrHcted Sundry Debts in this State which they are desirous 
of discharging, and they cant do it without your Honors leave for to bring their Effects here. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray your Honours will be pleased to take their dis- 
tressed Case into your wise and Serious Consideration, and that your honors would permit 
them to come up with their Property to Settle & pay their debts, and also that they may be 
allowed to return home Unmolested from any American Privateer. And that your Honors 
would be pleased to Grant them such other and further relief, after hearing what your 
Petitioners have to offer your Honors, as you in your known Wisdom & Goodness shall 
think they deserve. 

And as in duty bound shall ever pray. 

SsTH Bajutbs, 
Jakbb Killbt. 

Boston, Feb. 27, 1778. 

Mass. Archives, Vol. 217, p. 266. 

A committee of both Houses was appointed to investigate Messrs. Barnes and Kelley's 
application, and after hearing them reported to the Court as follows : 

Statb of MAHBAC Huagrr s Bat. 
The Committee on the Petition of Seth Barnes & James KiUey 

Beg leave to report State of Facts. It appears to your Committee that the said Seth 
Barnes, lying in a harbor near Cape Sable, in July, 1777, with no hands on board but three 
Prisoners & a Boy which belonged to Salem, with a design to convey them home, John 
Leach of said Salem, Commander of the Schooner Dolphin (privateer) Came on Board and 
after being treated in a friendly manner promised not to injure him, the said Barnes. Never^ 
theless, when said Leach was ready to Sale he Sent some of his hands on board said Barnes 
& took from him fifty weight of Tea. And also the said Leach in said July Chased the said 
Killey into sibogue harbor and after knowing him to be particularly friendly to the United 
States promlBed nim Impunity, but in the night sent his people on board and forceably took 
from him forty-five gallons of Brandy and One Doz. and four bottles of wine. And that 
Capt. Joseph Pitman of said Salem commanding a Small Privateer, on the 11th Day of 
December, last, took in a foroeable manner from Amos Hilton, of Barrington near Cape 
Sable, the articles mentioned in the Schedule herewith Bxhibited, altho he hid a protection 
at the same time from the Honble Council of this State, All which is Humbly submitted. 

Sami.. Niles, pr. Order. 

Your Committee b«gs leave to set again. 

Mass. Archives, Vol. 217, p. 267. 
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The '* Schedule " of artioles taken from Oapt. Amos EUlton does not appear, but the 
following relates to his " protection " from the Goondl: 

To the Horible the Council of the State of Mastachueetts Bay :— 

The Petition of Isaac Smith humbly Sheweth that before the present Troubles Originated 
he had dealings with Sundry Persons at Gape Krsew, in the Province of Nova Scotia, and on 
the present Troubles Ck>mmencinff, he had a Oonsiderable Interest iu the hands of several 
persons in said Gape Brsew, who are desirous of paying their Debts provided they could 
have Liberty to come unmolested into this State, your petition therefore humbly Bequeata 
vonr Honors would grant Liberty by a Pass to Amos Hilton, of Gape Brsew aforesaid, to 
bring any effects he may have into this State unmolested. 

And your petitioner as in Duty bound shall ever pray. 

laAAO Smith. 
In Gounoil, Aug. 4, 1777. 

Bead & Ordered that the Prayer of the above Petition be granted and that Amos Hilton, 
of Gape Poraeau be & he hereby is permitted to bring any effects be may have there into 
this State & it is recommended to all Gommanders of Armed Veasels & others belonging to 
this State to permit the Said Hilton to pass unmolested with his said effects. 

Jno. Avbbt, Dpy. Scy. 

M€us. Archives, Vol. 167, p. 141. 

The Resolve of the House of Representatives on the petition of Seth Barnes and James 
Kelley is too badly torn and faded to be entirely legible. Bnough of it remains, however, to 
show that the prayer of their petition was granted, and that the GouncU was requested to 
furnish passports for their passage to and from Nova Bootia. Following is a copy of the 
Gouncirs action: 

Statb of Massachusbtts Bat, Oouncil Ghamber, March 2, 1778. 

Pursuant to a Resolution of the General Oourt Passed this dav directing the Oouncil of 
the State Aforesaid to give Messrs Seth Barnes and James Kiiley, Inhabitants of Nova 
Scotia, Protections against the Privateers and Arm'd Vessels of this State, that they may 
come to the same with part of their effects & return home unmolested— Therefore 

Ordered that All (3ommanders of Armed Vessels & others belonging to this State be and 
they hereby are directed to suffer the said Barnes & Kiiley to pass to Nova Scotia, and to 
bring their said Effects from thence unmolested and to return. 
Bead & accepted. 

Jno. Avsat, Dy. Scy. 

Mass. Archives, Vol. 168, p. 194. 

William Lambert removed from Boston to Halifax soon after the battle of Lexington, 
and March 2, 1778, Galeb Hopkins petitioned the Gourt that Lambert be allowed to return, 
which petition was granted March 9 following. 

The following chapter will illustrate the rapacious greed of the American Privateers on 
the coast, and their utter disregard for the mandates of the GK>vernment under which they 
were commissioned. The affairs of Messrs. Pitts, Barnes and Lambert became curiously 
entangled through the agency of two private armed schooners from Massachusetti, and 
several other Yarmouth and Barrington men became drawn into the matter before it was 
finally settled by the (General Gourt of Massachusetts, We will let them tell the story in 
their own words. 
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CHAPTBB VI. 

I, Joseph Homer, of Lawful afe Do Teatlfj Jb declare thai on Taeaday liYenliig, the 19th 
day of May last, then lyinff in the Sarhor of Liyerpool in Nova Sootia, in the Sohooner Dove, 
Prinoe Doaue, Oonunander, between 11 & 12 o^olock at night, was boarded in a hostile 
manner bv a boat belonginc to the Sohooner Washington, Capt. Preston, of Newbory, he 
being in the boat.— The said Capt. Preston took me from on board the Dove ft carried me on 
board said Sohooner Washington, where I was kept all night. In my absence said Schooner 
Dove was plundered of six bolts of Dock, abont Twenty Weight of Tea and Sundry other 
▼alnable articles being the property of William Lambert of JGutUfax who had permission of 
Conrt to bring all his effects to Boston, I having signed Bills of lading for that purpose. 

Upon Thursday Evening. 4th June inst., then lying in the Harbor of Barrington, in 
KovaScotia, in company witn the Schooner Susannah, Caleb Turner, Aiaster, the aforesaid 
Capt. Preston, in company with John Blaokler, commander of the schooner Lisard, beloog» 
Ing to Boston, boarded and took possession of the Schooner SosanniA as a Price. One or 
two days before this Mr. William Pitto began to load said Schooner Susannah with BifectSt 
for Boston, he having permission of Court therefore. On Friday morning said Pitts went 
on board with what other of bis effects he could carry in the boat after having expostulated 
with said Blaokler for taking away his schooner, having shown his permission <a Court to 
him, but said Blackler insisted upon taking So os^rying her away as a Prise. 

After having arrived in Shag Harbor, said Pitts being then on Board, said Sohooner waa 
detained UU Sunday morningi from whence they proceeded to Tusket Islands, where they 
were detained until Monday, and from thence wj proceeded to Tabogme. All this time a 
fair wind to sail for Boston to which place said Schooners Dove and Susannah would have 
sailed aa soon as they could have loaded them, which would have been in two or three days. 

On Tuesdsiy Bvening said PiUs waa sent on Shore with his Chest, Trunk ft Bedding^ 
they having first searched them. After having been set on shore he was remanded on 
Board %gain and detained all night without bed or bedding. On Wednesday he was again 
put on shore, said Privateers being then under sail bound out in Company with their Prlises. 

After this, Said Pitts in company with Capt. Barnes of Yarmouth, who had also a per* 
mission of Court to bring away his Effects, with your deponent, hired a small schooner, 
beinff deprived of their Vessels, and sailed on Sunday following for Boston On Wednesday 
Evening they were again boarded by said Blaokler, then lying in Mosquito Harbour, in this 
State ft four Men with Arms put on board threatening to put us on Shore on Montegin 
Island, on which there are but two families living. On Thursday Morning sd Blackler 
came on Board ft informed us we might tarry on board saying he did not Uke to Karrass A 
trouWe people. Afterward one more man was put on Board um as a further Guard— After 
which we were ordered to Cape Ann— At which place I left them withont their knowledge, 
Blaokler having ordered us to be detained as prisoners on board. 

Upon my arrival at Boston I applied to Mr. Pitts Brothers in compUaaoe with his 
particular desire to acquaint them of the usage he had received. The large v essel that [has] 
said Pitts Effects on board is not arrived. 

The morning after they took possession of Mr. Pitts Schooner, Capt. Blaokler havinir 
agreed with me to go as far as Shag Harbour (not daring to refuse) there to take in 200 small 
arms to be delivered to Captain Aaams at Boston, Blaokler having given his Word ft Honor 
that I should return with the said Scnooner Dove to Barrington without being detained, 
which he afterwards refused and carried her off as priae. 

Your Deponent further declares that having been put on shore at Liverpool, I saw a man 
in the morning after belonging to the Lisard* privateer have my Hatt on that was taken 
from on board the said Schooner Dove the Evening before. He told me to come down to 
the boat and he would give it to me. After I had come to the boat he told me I most go on 
board to the Capt. Upon which I got into the boat which was immediately put off. After 
she was a small distance from the shore the Hatt I then had on was taken off by John 
Bedding, now Price Master of theSchoonor Dove. teUiag mo it fitted him better than It did 
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me. 1 was oftrried on board the Lizard* bare headed as I was. After this Bobert Oard of 
Marblebead attempted to rob me of my Buckles & Shoes & Handkerchief on my neck 8C 
otherwitie abased me in too maoy instances to mention. After Mr. Pitts and Gapt. Barnes 
were taken they were abased most shockingly. 

Yoar deponent farther says that upon the permissions of the Gonrt being shown to the 
said Gapt. Preston & Blaokler ihey treated them with the greatest contempt imaginable Si 
said their laws were from Gongress & further your deponent says not. 

Jos. HOKBft. 



Personally appeared Joseph Homer and after bsinff duly cautioned, made solemn oath 
to the truth of the foregoing Deposition by him SubscriVd before 

A. FVLLBB, ) Justices of the^Peace & 
T. BsooKS, ] 
Mass. Archives, Vol. 184, p. 5. 



MiDDLBSEx 8. 8., June 24, 1778. 
Inly cautioned, made solen 
before 

TLLBB, ) Justices of the Pel 
T. BsooKS, I Qtiorum UnU, 



I, Seth Barnes, of Lawful age, do Testify & Say that on Monday, the Eighth Day of 
June, 1778, Gapt. Preston of Newbury, Gommander of the Armed Schooner call«)d the Wash- 
ingtOQ, came up the Biv^er of Tabogue about four miles with his Boat manned & armed 
where my Schooaer lay haul'd up by the Marsh Strip'd of her Sails & Bigging which were 
then in one of our neighbourer'a Houses. 

The s<l Preston came up to my house and asked me who owned the Schooner. I answer^ 
ed him I owned the Schooner. He told me his orders were to see my papers. I shewed 
him my Protection whicb I had from this Honbie Gourt. Sd Preston answered By Q — d you 
have all got Protections of the Gourt, and you are all Goncerned togethe r, and he, the sd 
Preston Treated yoor Authority with great Gontempt & Disdain and told me he was under 
laws of GoDgress. I asked him to shew his Orders to me. He said he would shew them to 
no man, bat the Schooner he would have if he lost his life in the attempt and demanded the 
Sails and told me he would burn the Schooner & every house but that he would have them. 
I told him he need not do that, and for fear of Disturbing my neighbors, and Belying on the 
Strength of my Protection, I told him where the Sails were. He went himself and his men, 
and tuck them away and carried them on Board and Hove out the Hay that was on board, 
some into the Biver and some on the marsh, that she might Float on the Top of the Tide, 
Gast off 1 her Fasts and haul'd her off. 

As Gapt. Preston told me I might come up to this State in her, as I desired, went on 
Board, but the Insults I received tbat night made me afraid to come with them & at One 
Oclook the next day hired a small schooaer to bring us up to this State, when I, said Barnes, 
put on Board 50 Qaintalls of Godflsh, 140 lbs Beaver, one Bolt & half of Bussia Duck & the 
third Day we set sail for Newbury, and on Wednesday, the 17th of June we arrived at a 
Harbour in this State called Mosquito Harbour, where we met with John Blackley In the 
Schooner Lizard, when he immediately came on Board us and said he was glad we had 
came across him and said he woald put four men on Board and th«t he would put us on Shore 
the morning on Monhegan Island which is Desolate & sent his Men on board armed. De- 
manded my Papers and my Ghest to be opened. I told him my papers were from the Gourt 
which I had shewn him before, he said I care nothing about them & Bobbed me of a bolt 
and half of Bussia Duck which was in my Ghest. The next morniog came to Sail after 
some talk about going on Shore & in Two Days after we arrived in Winter Harbour with 
sd Blackley, when they were very frequently on Board One & Annother, and their Gommon 
Talk was that they could get any vessel condemned for ten gallons of Bum ft the next day 
went to Gape Ann with said Blackley where he Ordered Oar Prize Master to see that none 
of us went on Shore or run away, tbe next day we arrived at Marblehead* One Picket be- 
longing to Blakely came off and told us the Gaptns Orders were that none of us, Viz : the 
Prisoners, should go on shore nor none mast be allowed to speak to us. The said Barnes 
desired to have liberty to send to my Brother who was there to bring or send me some mony 
that I left with him, the last Winter. The Prize Master said Ishould not when I said 
Barnes answered it was very Well. The next day we arrived at Boston which was the 24th 
of this Instant June where we were forbidden to go on shore where they have detained our 
Ghests & Gloathes, & I. said Barnes, was Insulted by one John Walters & one Wood who 
called me a D— d Ola Bobber & Thief, & said we had all come up after Our Interest & 

• Bvidently an error ; the Washington was probably meant. 
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Swore they would burn ft destroy all the Interest I had & would be revenfced lor our coming 
up. They said it wasgoing to be peace, bat they woald tarn Ptrates lest they should not 
get Bevenge, & 8aid Walters swore he would split my Brains Out with a Tiller on which he 
then Sat and in many other things too numerous to repeat & further saith not. 

Skth BARXnBB. 
Boston* 3 Jnly, 1778. 

Massa. Statb, QjtmoLK GouMTT, Bostou, July 3, 1778. 
Seth Barnes, after being examined and duly cautioned, made oath to the truth of the 
afore written Declaration, by him Subscribed, taken at his request.— /n Perpetuam Rei 

Mass. Archives, Vol. 14A, pp. IBM. 

I, WaitsUll Lewis, of Lawful Age Do testify and Say that on or about the 4th June, 1778, 
Being engaged to oomn to this State with Mr. Joseph Homer, in the Schooner Dove, He, the 
Deponent heard Oapt John Blackler of the armed Schooner Lizard, promise and agree with 
Mr Joseph Homer to put on board said schooner a numbei of small arms to bring to this 
State, promising him that he should return to Harrington after taking on board said Arms, 
there to take in the Effects of Mr. Pitts & Homer, then remaining at Harrington, and then to 
proceed to this State, which was not complied with, but carried of Said Schooner with Mr. 
Homer as Prisoner on Board to Tabogue, 15 leagues distant from Barrington, where said 
Homer in company with Mr Pitts were put on shore, after being Detained as prisoners on 
board a number of Days and threatened to be turned on Shore at several places in order to 
preyent their coming to this State to get their property, and after searching said Pitts' 
Baggage and much abusing them, left them at Tabogue, the Deponent being then passenger 
in the Schooner Susannah and further saith not. 

Waitstill Lbwis. 

Boston, 3 July, 1778 

Mass. Statb, Suivolk Goumrr, Boston, July 3d, 1778. 
Waitstill Lewis, after being examined and duly cautioned, made Oath to the Truth of 
the foregoing Declaration by him Subscribed. Taken at the request of William Pitts of sd 
Boston, Meroh't and ef Joseph Homer of Nova Scotia, Mariner, in perpetitam Rei Memoriom. 

Mass. Archives, Vol. UA^pp. 188-91. 

A similar affidavit was made by Peter Ooffln, who was also a passenger on the Dove, 
bound for Boston at the time of her seizure. 

I, Ebenezer Ooming, of Lawful age Do testify and declare that on or about the 10th of 
June, 1778, Messrs Seth Barnes, William Pitts & Joseph Homer came from Tabogue to Cape 
Forohew and hired of your deponent a small schooner to transport them to this State with 
some of their Bffects, and after a number of days put into Mosquito Harbor, in this State 
and was there Boarded by John Blackler Oommander of the Armed Schooner Lizard, and 
four men with Arms, ordered on board bv said Blackler who said he was D— d Glad he 
came athwart of us, and that we were a fine Prize to him. Said Blackler said that he would 
put Barnes, Pitts and Homer on Shore; was asked where: he said on Monhegan Island, and 
after Searching, Bobbed and took from out said Barnes Onest One Bolt and one half of Duck, 
and left us in Oustodv of said armed men. the next Day they Proceeded for Cape Ann, but 
put into Winter Harbour, your Deponent being on shore with said Blackler, heard him say 
that he wished to G— d he could find a Vessel bound to the Bastward, he would put them 

D-^-d on board of her, Barnes, Pitts and Homer. Then proceeded for Gape 

Ann and saw said Blackler coming out, who hailed us, and ordered one Brown, the Prize 
Master of us to come to Marblehead the next morning, and to take care of the Prisoners not 
to let them go on shore. The next day arrived at liarblehead, said Brown the Prize Master 
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went on shore and brought on board one Moses Picket, who said he had orders from Gapt. 
Blackler not to let the prisoners go on shore, and no one to come on board to give them, uia 
prisoners, any advice, and said he had an old Father, a Committeeman, and that he could 
. write any Declaration and he would sign it, which would be as ffood as any other Oommittee 
Man or Councillor, and after much abuse arrived at Boston, ana after being detained prison- 
ers three or four hours, was ordered by the Agent to the Ferry ways, and after much abuse 
and threatening to kill and Drown us, Mr. Pltts's brother came down and asked said A^ent 
if he meant to detain his Brother as Prisoner, who answered he misht go on shore if he 
would see him forthcoming. Then said Pitts asked for iiis Baggage But was refused tuem 
by the Agent who said nothing shall go out of her, and Further salth not, 

EBBNSnEB CoBHDra. 
Boston, 3d July, 1778. 

Sworn before Baml. Pemberton and Joseph Gardner, Bsquires. 

The Privateer Schooner Lizard, of Boston, was owned by Thomas Adams. She was of 
about 30 tons burden, and mounted 6 carriage & 8 swivel suns. She carried a crew of 25 
men, commanded by Oapt. John Blackler and Ideut. Hendley. 

Mass, Archives, Vol, 168, p, 281. 

The privateer schooner Washington, Oapt. Wm. Preston commander and owner, John 
Avery Ist lieut., was of 50 tons burden, mounted Q 2 and 3 pounder carriage and 10 swivel 
guns, and manued by a crew of d6 men. She was commissioned by the Massachusetts Gen- 
eral Oourt, Sept. 6, 177T (See Arohives, Vol. 167, p. 201), and, to put it mildly, when Oapt. 
Preston declared himself subservient only to the laws of Congress, he lailed to emulate the 
example set by his vessel's namesake, of truthful memory. 

To the JIahble the OouncU of the State of Massa(^useti$ Bay : 

The Petition of Bbenezer Coming belonging to Capersew in the Province of Nova Scotia 
Humbly Sheweth: 

That on his Passage from Caper Sew with Passengers on board bound for Newburyport, 
he was taken by the Privateer Schooner Lysard, John Blightly commander and carried into 
Cape Ann^from thence to Marblehead ^ from thence to Boston, but as his said vessel is not 
fubject to Forfeiture, he is desirous with your Honors leave of returning home in her, and 
to induce your Honors to indulge him your petitioner begs leave to say. That he has d urine 
the present War aided and assisted all the American prisoners that were bro't in thero, ana 
has brought off several Freights of them and landed them in this State. 

Ue therefore humbly prays your Honoia would be pleased to grant him Liberty to go 
with his Vessel from Boston to Caper Sue where he belongs, and thut be may be allowed to 
carry some Provisions for his Family's use. 

And as in duty Bound shall ever pray, &c. 

KnucBZBK OosKora. 

Boston, July 3, 1778. 
N. B. Schooner Swallow, 18 tons. 

The Subscriber testifies that the above mentioned fibeneaer Coming has been very 
kindly conveying Prisoners from Halifax, to this State and as it has been In his power to 
vender service to the American States in this way, there is no doubt he will continue so tp 
do whenever in his power, and hopes the Honble Council will grant his request of returning 
to Kova Sootia with his Vessel & some Provisions for his Family. 

Boston, July 3, 1778, 

A similar paper to the above was signed by Seth Bamea and Joseph Homer. Quite 
naturally, the Hon. John Pitts, who was now a member of the Council, became actively 
engaged in the affair, and used his influence in behalf of his brother's fellow sufferers. Al- 
thoiigh he was unable to be present when the Council took Capt. Coming's petition into 
oonsideration, he requested the good offloea of bis friend, Hon. Ben]. Austin» one of the 
Council, in Capk Coming's behalf, thus} 
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I am neoeeMrily detained from being with yoor Honon— thonld therefore take it m a 
fayor if yon will introduce Mr. OomeU's [Coming's] petition to the Hon« Board. It was 
given in Mor Dinner. 

I have no doubt of the good oharacter of the man & that it will be no more than act of 
Humanity to Grant hie Petiaon. 

Youia, fro., 

6 O'Olook. Jvo. IhrXM. 

To the Honble Mr. Austin. 
Ctotnron. CXAMnan. 

Bead ft Therefore Ordered that the prayer of the same be granted and that the said 
Coming have, and he hereby has Liberty to depart this State in nis Sohooner fi wallow to 
Yarmouth, in Nova Scotia, and to carry with him Provisions for the use of his Family— And 
all Commanders of all armed Vessels and others are hereby commanded to suffer the sd. 
Coming to pass unmolested Accordingly. 
Bead & Accepted. 

Jho. Atkbt, D. Soy. 
In Council, July 4, 1778. 

Ma$$. Jrchivest Vol, 168, jqi. 43M. 

To the Bonble Council of tke State of Manackuwtte Bay :— 

The Petition of William Pitts humbly sheweth that some time past he had permission of 
your Honors to bring to this State his effects from Nova Scotia & at the time he was loading 
a Vessel in the Harbour of Barrington for that purpose and had got only a part of his effects 
on board said Vessel, a Privateer commanded by one Blackler entered the said Harbour and 
took possession of said Vessel & Effects as a Prize notwithstanding he knew of the protec- 
tion of your Honors, which was treated with great contempt & would not permit nlm to 
take on board the remainder of his effects, by which means your Petitioner has a consider- 
able value in Fish and other articles left in Nova Scotia. Your Petitioner therefore pravs 
your Honor's to grant liberty to Capt. Joseph Homer to go to Nova Scotia to bring up said 
effects in a Vessel now belonging to your Petitioner, and who as in Duty bound will ever 
pray. 

William Puts. 

Boston, July 17, 1778. 

Man. ulrcAives, Vol, 169, p. 3. 

This petition was granted in Council on the same day. 

Statb of Massacbusbtts Bat. 
To the Honourable, the Council of the State aforesaid: 

The Petition of Seth Barnes of Nova Scotia Humbly Sheweth, that vour Petitioner has 
had his Vessel brought out of there harbor into this State against the order of this Honour- 
able House, which protection your Petitioner received the 2d day of last March, and now 
humbly prayeth that your honors wold grant sd Petitioner Liberty to carry such neoessitiee 
for his familv yoose as he may need, and protection against the armed Vessels of this State 
to go home & to return back to this State with so moch of his a foots as may inabel him to 
Discharge Sundre Debts Dow to this State. 

Skth Basnbs. 

Dated Boston, July 29, 1778. 

In Council July 29, 1778— Bead ft Ordered 
that the Prayer of this Petition be so far sranted that Seth Barnes be and he hereby is per- 
mitted to depart this State for Nova Scot& in a small Vessel bound there and has Liberty to 
take on Board said Vessel One Bl Flour and one Cask Rice only, for the use of his Family. 

And the Commanders of All Armed Vessels & others belonging to this State are hereby 
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Coxmnaiided to Buffer the Said Seth BameB to paas to Hots Scotia with his Vessel & Sai 
Flour & Bice onmolested. 

Bead & accepted, 

Jno. Aykkt, D. Scy. 
JfoM. Ardilvea, Vol. 169, p. 46. 

From the above it is evident that Meuzs. Pitts and Barnes had their property restored to 
them, although in what manner does not appear. Possibly the captors of their vessels, 
realizing the illegality of their position, turned the property over to its rightful owners 
without any contest. If the cases were tried in any llaritime Court, no record has been 
saved. Indeed, the records of nearly all the prize cases during the whole period of the war 
have been lost or destroyed, and only a few have been preserved. 
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OHAPTBB Vn. 

In aocordanoe with the permit granted to William Pitts hy the Conncll of Massachnsette 
Jnly 17, 1778, his attorney, Gapt. Joseph Homer, returned to Barrington, where he engaged 
a vessel, which he loaded with three hundred quintals of fish and other articles belonging 
to the Pitts estate. The vessel was not large enough to take all the merchandise belonging 
to the Messrs. Pitts, and William accordingly petitioned the Council (Oct. 20, 1778,) for further 
permission for Oapt. Homer to return for the remainder, which petition was granted. 

William Pitts never returned to Nova Scotia. He died in Boston Oct. 22, 1780, at the 
age of 36. The affairs of the family la Yarmouth and Barrington at the time of his decease 
were still in an unsettled condition, although Capt. Homer bad been two years engaged in 
trying to adjust them. A few weeks prior to William's death his brother John assumed the 
management of the business, retaining Oapt. Homer in his employ. He petitioned the Gen- 
eral Oourt (Sept. 11, 1780,} as follows: 

To the ffonourable Council A Home of Representative* of the State of Massachusetts Bay : 

The Petition of John Pitts humbly sheweth 

That in consequence of a large trade which was carried on by the late Father of your 
Petitioner in the Oovernment of liova Scotia, The Family now have a considerable Interest 
there, part of which consists of real Bstate, as will appear by the Deeds and which Is going 
to ruin every day. Your Petitioner prays your Honors that his Attorney, Joseph Homer 
may have the protection of this Oourt to bring up the proceeds of the real Estate, which he 
is ordered to dispose of, and also of several Securities in Money, Fish, or such articles as he 
can procure, to prevent a total loss of the Interest aforesaid, great part of which has already 
been lost in a vexatious manner. 

And your petitioner as In duty bound will ever pray. 

Jno. PrcTS. 

This petition was granted on the 15th, and Joseph Homer was given permission " to bring 
Into this State from Gape Persue & the Town of Barrington • • • Any Effects he 
has In his hand, being The Property of the Heirs of the late Honble James Pitts, Esqr., 
Deceased, In Salt, Cash or fish, and all Oommanders of Armed Vessels," &c., &o, 

Capt. Homer appears to have terminated successfully the business of the Pitts hairs, as 
no further mention of the matter is found. But John Pitts did not forget the people of 
Barrington and Yarmouth, into whose affairs and situation he had gained an Insight, and 
that he often used his powerful influence In their behalf will in several instances appear. 

On the 7th of July, 1777, the brigantine Blsing Sun, Capt. Malachy Salter, of and from 
Halifax, bound for Bermuda, was captured by the privateer schooner Dolphin, Oapt. John 
Leach, and was sent into Salem, where she was tried and condemned in the Maritime Court 
convened there on the 14th following. She was a vessel of one thousand tons burden, and 
at that time must have been considered quite a monster. A full record of her trial has been 
preserved (Mass. Archives, VoL 159, p. 168), one of the very few Instances where Prize Court 
records have been saved. 
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It is possible that Oapt. Salter was detained in Boston as a prisoner of war. U snoh was 
the ease, his motlyes in petitioning the General Court as follows are easily conjeotored. 

To the Hanble the CouncU of iM State qf Maseachtuetts Bay^ in New England, and to the BmMe 
Houee of Sqfnreeentativee for eaid State: 

The Petition of Malaohy Salter hnmhly sheweth,— 

That your Petitioner was formerly an inhabitant of the Town of Boston, bat has for 
many years past resided at Halifax in NoTa Scotia where he has a considerable Interest in 
real and personal Bstate. but having Snffer'd sererely, both in person ft property on aoooant 
of his politioal principles, and for the favor and assistance he afforded to the Amerioaa 
Seamen & Others in Captivity there, his residence in that Province mnst render him very 
nnhappy; 

Yonr Petitioner therefore hnmbly prays that he may have liberty to depart for Haltfar, 
and return as soon as he conveniently can, with his family & Effects, to Settle in this State^ 
without molestation of any Armed vessel, or any other person bv land or Water, belonging 
to the United States of America, and that your Honors will be pleased to grant blm a 
Certificate for his protection, and your petitioner as in duty bound shall ever pray, &c. 

MAIiAjOBT Saltbb* 

Boston, Sept. 15, 1777.— JfoM. Arehiveet Vol. 188, p. 186. 

The above petition was granted, thus : 

Stats of Mafsachusktib Bat, Coonoil Chamber, Sept. 15, 1777. 
Upon the Petition of Malachi Salter praying for Liberty to depart this State for Halifax, 
and return with his Family and Effects 16 Settle in this Stater- 
Bead and ordered that the Prayer of said Petition be granted, and that the Petitioner 
have and he hereby has Permission to proceed to Halifax for the Purpose of Bringing his 
Family and Effects from thence into this State, and it is hereby recommended to all Com- 
manders of Armed Vessels and others to suflrer the said Capt. Malachi Salter to pass from 
this Port to Halifax and from thence to Boston in the State of Massachusetts Bay without 
Molestation or hindrance. 

Sent down fbr Concurrence. 

Jno. Avkkt, D'y So'y. 
In the House of Representatives, Sept. 17, 1777. 
Bead & Concurred. 

J. Warbbn, Speaker. 

To the Honble Council of tM State of Maeeachueette Bay : 

The Petition of William Greenwood humbly sheweth that at the request of Capt. Little- 
field Ltbby and his crew being 21 in Number, who were Drove on Snore by one of the 
Enemies Cfutters, and after burning their Privateer fled to the Woods for Shelter, and having 
traverd 17 Legues, in Great Distress to Barrington, in Kova Scotia, in Cape Sable, Bast 
Passage, where your Petitioner lives, undertook to convey them to N England In his Vessel, 
a Schooner— of about 45 tons burthen, named Sally, which they purchased to convey them 
over the Bay, and having no way to get to K. England, and the inhabitants there not able 
to support them. Your Petitioner, by the sd Capt's advice and at the request ol the Inhabi- 
Unts took on Board a few Quintals of fish which was sent by many diffeient families ; some 
bushels of Salt; and some Oil for the purpose of purchasing some Corn in K. England for 
Bread, for the poor Inhabitants of Barrington.— Your Petitioner therefore humblv prays 
your Hon'r to permit him to sell the same, and purchase some Necessaries, of eatables, and 
to carry the same to sd Barrington, in the sd Vessel. Your Petitioner also bro't np one of 
Capt. Fullerby's men and three more who belonx'd at Boston, who have made th«r escape 
from Halifax, and can assure your Hon'rs he has done all in his Power to Assist Prisoners 
during the present War— Your Honors granting the above Prayer will serve not only your 
Petitioner but hundreds who wish well to the American Cause. 

And as in Duty Bound will pray. 

WiUUUlK Gbbbmwood* 

Salem, Oct. 27, 1777.— ifosa. Archives, Vol. 167, p. 880. 
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This may certify that the Facte set forth in Oapt. Greenwood's Petition to the Honble 
Goancll are strictly tme ; and that daring my stay in Nova Scotia after the nnhappy Loss of 
my Vessel, I and my distressed People received great Civility and nncommon kindness from 
the Inhabitants ; and had not tlapt. Greenwood consented to bring ns to New England, we 
mnst have suffered beyond expression— having lost a Boat we purchased by selling our Shoe 
Buckles, Thirty small arms and the money we had with ns. The sd Greenwood is a hearty 
friend to America, and must run a great Bisk in what he has done and in assisting any whom 
the cruel Bnemy unjustly Stile Rebels. 

LrrruDnsLD Libbt, Oapt. 

Salem, Oct. 28, 1777. 

The petition of William Greenwood was granted in Oounoil, Oct. 31, 1777. 
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OHAPTBB Yin. 

To the Hanble the Council A home of Repreteatattoes of the State of the Maeeachueette Bay^ in 
OenercU Court Assembled: 

Humbly Shews David Oornlng of Yarmouth within the GtoYernmeat of Nova Sootla that 
haviuff, with a Disposition to serve the General Cause of the United States of Amerioa as 
likewise to relieve the Unfortunate & Distressed, brought numbers of the Inhabitants of the 
United States aforesaid, who having been Prisoners at Halifax had escaped to Tarmonth 
aforesaid, into the State of Massachusetts Bay, & having received from said Prisoners a 
Gratui^ for such favors in the Ourrenoy of the United States which will nothing benefit him 
in the Government of Nova Scotia— And that by the Laws of the Massachusetts State he is 
prohibited from carrying Provisions or Produce of anv kind into the Government of Nova 
Scotia, whereby your Petitioner has a Gurrency upon his hands within the State of Massa- 
chusetts Bay that cannot advantage him as an inhabitant of Nova Scotia (tho friendly and 
assisting to the Cause of Liberty and the United States) without the spedal interposition of 
the Ctovemment of the Massachusetts— In this Predicament your Petitioner humbly requests 
the honble Council & House to srant him Liberty of purchasing a quantity of Pork, Com & 
Cyder for the use of his family hi Nova Scotia, & to furnish him with a safe conduct for the 
same. 

And as in duty bound shall ever pray. 

David CoKimro. 

A counterpart of the above petition, in behalf of Ebenezer Porter, was received by the 
General Court at the same time. 

Caps Pobpos, (Kennebunkport) Nov. 21, 1777. 
These are to Certify the Honorable Committee of Newburyport that the bearer Ebenezer 
Porter, Capt. of the Shallop Elizabeth has Brought me and my two boys from Halifax the 
said Porter has treated me Very Well, but having Opportunity to proceed Directly to Boston 
I have takeing a Passige in a Schooner. Shall beg the favour of the Honourable Committee 
to Treat the said Capt. Porter Well as he W bants some Com to carry to Yarmouth to sum 
of our Good Friends there & in so doing Youll Oblige yr Humble Servt John Grimes Com- 
mander of the Tartar Privateer out of Boston. 

Statb of Massachusbtts Bat, in the House of BepresentatiYes, Deo. 3, 1777. 
On the Petition of David Corning of Nova Scotia, who brought a number of our Prison- 
ers from that to this State, praying for leave to Carry back with him a Small Quantity of 
Provisions & to have a Protection for the Same, 

Resolved that the Committee of Corrispondence Inspection & Safety of Newburyport, be 
& they are, hereby directed to Suffer David Coming to jpurchase & take on board his 
Schooner Boat, Called the Lydla, Bound to Nova Scotia, One hundred & fifty bushels of 
Grain, Five Barrels of Pork & Bight barrels Cyder, and no more. And the Honble Council 
of this State are hereby desired to Grant a Protection to the Said Coming for the purpose 
aforesaid. 

Sent up for Concurrence. 

John Pittb, Spkr. pro tern. 
In Council Deo. 8, 1777. 

Bead & Concurred. 

Samusl Adams, Scr. 



Digitized by 



Google 



85 

A similar resolniioii was passed by both booses upon the petltLon of Ebenezer Porter» 
and passes were issued Captains Coming and Porter by the Connoil on the following day. 
Mass. Arehioss, Vol, 183, pp. 28M; aiso Vol 216, p. 09-70; also Vol. 174, p. 7. 

To the Honourable the Council and the Honourable the House cf B^presentatives qf the State of 
Massachusetts Bay in Oeneral Court AssemblecL 

The memorial of Solomon Byder of Yarmouth in the County of Queens County and 
Province of Nova Scotia. Mariner, humblT Shews— That on the twentieth day of December 
last in a boat of his bnrthened about twelve Tons he sailed from Liverpool in said Province 
to transport five subjects of this State, who were prisoners there, into this State— that he 
arrived in Newbury Port within this State, having transported those prisoners hither, on 
the twenty-fourth of this Instant; that he brought with him four hogsheads of Salt to lay out 
here; that the inhabitants of Yarmouth aforesaid are in a destitute starving condition for 
want of Bread-Corn,— that they have been deprived of it almost all this winter, subsisting 
themselves on potatoes. That said inhabitants are extremely well disposed to the Cause of 
the United States having emigrated from New England.— That they treat all the American 
prisoners which can get there, with the utmost kindness and humanity so far as lies in their 
power,— tho' at>he same time destitute themselves of many of the necessaries of life. Where- 
lore your memorialist humbly prays that your honours would take the facts aforesaid into 

K»ur wise consideration, would compassionate the situation of your memorialist and of said 
habitants, and in some measure to relieve their distresses would permit your memorialist 
to purchase within this State a quantity of Indian Corn not exceeding one hundred and 
fifty bushels, & export the same from Newbury Port aforesaid to said Yarmouth for the use 
of the inhabitants theirof, and would give directions to the Naval Officer for the Port of 
said Newbury Port to give him the necessary papers therefore, And as in duty bound shiJl 
ever pray, &c. 

SOXfOXON "RTnaa. 

Newbury Port, 31 Jan'yi 1778. 

Fauioxtth, 12th Jany 1778 this is to Sertifle that Solomon Bider brought us the under 
Subscribed from Halifax as Prisoners therefore bigs Live to Becomend him as a frind to the 
united states of America. 

To all Whom it may Consem 

Pr. 

Jamss Boss, 
Arthur McCt.kt.t.an, 
J. Patson, 
M. Johnston, 
Wm. Soward. 
Mass, Archives, Vol. 183, pp. 384-6. 

The above petition was granted on the 5th February, 1778, and Solomon Bider was per- 
mitted to transport to Yarmouth a qoantity of grain in his schooner, the Seaflower. The 
measure was signed in the House of Bepresentatives by John Pitts, *' Speaker pro tem." On 
the day following Capt. Byder again petitioned the Gton. Court, this time for leave to remove 
his family and effects to Massachunetts, which petition was granted on the 9th. As Capt. 
Byder did not return with his family to New England, it is evident that he used the pass for 
that purpose in the manner already set forth in the introduction to this series.— 5ee Mass, 
Archives, Vol. 183, p. 397; also Vol. 217, p. 97. 

To the Honble the Council A Honble House of Representatives of the State of Massachusetts Bay : 

The Petition of Jonathan Jackson & John Bromfleld both of Newbury Port 
Sbeweth— 

That Several years before the Commencement of the present War, Mr. John Barnard of 
Yarmouth, in Nova Scotia, had contracted a large Debt with your Petitioners, which they 
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have been endeavoring to recover, ever since the present troubles, but have succeeded only 
in a small part, they are lately informed that said Air. Barnard Is lost ap the St. Lawrence 
Blver and has left Effects in the hands of his Brother Benjamin Barnard at said Yarmouth. 

Tour Petitioners therefore pray the Permission of this Honble Court that any Effects 
sent by the said Benja Barnard, or Otherwise belonging to the estate of the said John 
Barnard sent for the Purpose of dischargeing the Debt due to your Petitioners may have free 
passport to this State & Protected from all Interruption from any Armed Vessells under the 
control of this State— And your Petitioner as in duty bound will ever pray, &c. 

JONA.. Jackson. 
John Bbomfisld. 

Newbury Port, 5 March, 1778. 

This petition was granted March 9th following.— ifos^. Archives, Vol. 217, p. 320-1. 

BiABBLEHBAD, April Ist, 1778. 
To their Honor's the worthy Members of the Chreat and Oenerai Court oj MasscLchusetts Bay, holden 

in Boston, in Neio England: 
Obktlbmbn,— 

Your Petitioner John McGray of the Town of Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, now a Prisoner, 
taken and captivated by the Crew of the schooner Terrible, of Marblehead, Capt John Con- 
wey (Connaway) Commander, am so far from being an Enemy to the United States of 
America that upon examination I trust I shall prove, at least be oonstru'd a true Friend and 
well wisher to them in every respect, witness the many instances wherein I have to the 
utmost of my power exerted myself for the support and enlargement of many of them since 
the Commincement of this unnatural Contest, between Great Britain and these States, even 
to endangering my own Peace and Interest, sundry times at Hellifax I have secreted and 
brought away six or seven of them at a Time, maoy of them I have concealed and supported 
at my house ; attended and supported some that were sick ; some I brought over to St. 
Johns ; others I brought away and landed them at Casoo Bay. A few of the manv I have 
served in some one of the above mentioned ways (they being at least Eighty in all) among 
which number are Capt. Crawford, of Rhode Island, Capt. Graften, of Salem, and his Crew ; 
Capt. Douce, Capt. Salter, Parker Tizenton, John Bowdeu, William Davis, John Brown, 
and Capt. Furnis and his Crew, I mAlntaiaed Twelve Days at my house. And when the 
American Privateers come in or sail out of our Harbour I readily and willingly supply them 
with whatever lays in my power; my house is and ever hath been an Asselum for the dis- 
tressed and a magazene for the needy Americans, as opportunity from Time to Time pre- 
sented ; which is so notorious that I need not have condescended to particulars to prove my 
Acettion (assertion). 

Now since your Clemency hath extended to many in slmelar Circumstances, I trust you 
will rank me among your invariable Friends ; and as your own attatchment to Justice and 
Humanity inclines yon to patronize the injured and reward the meritorious. Your suppli- 
cant humbly prays that you will restore him his Liberty and Property, and grant him a 
permit to return home with it ; and would graciously be pjeasud to grant him a pass from 
under your own Hands and Seals that shall in future screen him from the reprisals of any- 
American Armed Vessel or Vessels, hereby you will lay new obligations on, and very much 
oblige, Gentlemen, your honors most humble and obedient Servant, 

John Maobat. 

To the Members of the Great A General Court afors*d. 

May it please your Honors to indulge me the Liberty somewhat further to enlarge upon 
my former plea, tho here I would not be understood by this to retract from my former, but 
in order to ratify, and Confirm it, John Bowden and Joseph Curtis I brought from Hellifax 
where they were in great fear and danger of being discovered, and John Droun we supported 
in the whole of his Sickness of the Small Pox. I would not have given you further trouble 
but these being on the Spot and desiring to give proof of their Generosity if they by any 
means could serve me by attesting hereto in favor of your Honor's humble servant 

John McGbat. 
Attested to by us 

JoHK Dboun, « 

Joseph Cubtis, 
John Bowden. 
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We the Sabecrlbers can attest to manv (if not all) the benevolent deeds above men- 
tioned and performed by yonr Petitioner and join with him in his Prayer. 

John Droun and 138 others. 

NOTX«— Jobn Magiay was an inhabitant of Marblehead prior to his removal to Yarmoath in 1774. 
His captivity, tbeiefore, vna among friends, which accounts for the large nomber of signatares attached 
to his petition. The doeoment itself is elegantly written and compares very favorably in appearance 
with any other similar paper in the Archives. It was evidently written for Capt. Hagray by » clerk, and 
very strong sentiments expressed In this, as well as in other petitions from Capt. Magray, should be 
read enm trrano sails. 

Statb of MAflflACHUBBTis Bat, in the Honse of Bepresentatlves, Apr. 8, 1778. 

On the Petition of John McGray, an inhabitant of Yarmonth, in Nova Scotia, now In 
this State, taken & captivated by the crew of the Schooner Terrible, of Marblehead, Capt. 
John Conwey Commander, praying for Liberty to retnm to Nova Sootia with his Bifeots, &o. 

It appearing to this Court that the said Magray has approved himself friendly to the 
United States of Ameraca by relieving many of our Prisoners while Captivated by their 
nnnatnral Enemies— Therefore be it 

Resolved that the Prayer of the sd Petitioner be so far Granted as that the aforesaid 
McOray have leave to retnm to Nova Scotia with his effects as soon as may be & it is hereby 
recommended to the owners & captors * of the aforesaid Schooner to deliver to the Said 
MoOray all his own private Venture, and the Commanders of all armed Vessels belonging 
to this State are hereby directed to suffer sd MoGray to pass, eto., eto. 
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CHAPTBB IX. 

Massaohusetts Bay. Boston, Maioh 4, 1778. 

To the Honble the Council A the Honhle tfie House of RepresentativeB of said State. 

Hambly Sheweth Stsphbn Blaket ; That on the 26 April 1775, be Bemoved with his 
family from Marblebead to Tannoath in Nova Scotia (first obtaining Liberty from the 
Selectmen of said Town for that purpose) at which place he has Besided till tne present 
Time, always making it his constant Stndy to afford every Assistance in his power to any of 
his Countrymen who have from time to time made their Escape from Enemy, as may be 
made to appear by many witnesses now in this Town, Partlcalarly Gapts Olney & Orimes — 
Yonr Petitioner, being now Desirious to Beturn to his Native Country, prays Tour Honours 
would Grant him Permission to remove his family & effects from Nova Scotia to Marble- 
head, & to grant him a Safe Passport for that purpose, & he as in Duty Bound will ever pray 

StBPHSN BIiAKST. 

Boston, 21st Feb'y, 1778. 
This may certify to all whom it may concern— That I the Subscriber late Commander of 
the Continental Brigantine the Cabott after being forced ashore by the Enemies Frigate the 
Milford at Jeboge, On my way from there fell in with Mr. Stephen Blaney of Yarmouth at 
Cape Persue who very kindly relieved and assisted me & my people in getting away from 
that place—And in all his Behavoir he appeared truely friendly to this Country. 

JOSBPH OliNXT. 

Mr. Blaney 's petition was granted Mar. 7, 1778. 
Mass. Archives, Vol. 181, p. 17. 



Statb of Massaghusstts Bat. 
To the Hon'ble the Council and House of B^resentatives in Oeneral Court Assembled, 
Edwabd Tinkham, of Yarmouth, in Nova Scotia, 
Humbly Sheweth, 

Your Petitioner had a Schooner taken when coming from Hallefaz, John McGray, 
Master, the said Schooner is now in Marblebead which was taken by Capt. John Conway & 
now in his possession. And as your Petitioner can make it Appear that he is now and ever 
has been, a true Friend to the American States he humbly prays your Honors to take the 
affair into your wise Consideration, & restorH unto him his Schooner ; or otherwise relieve 
your Pet'r as your great wisdom & goodnens shall seem meet. 

And your Pet'r as in Duty Bound, &o. 

Edward Tinkkam. 

Statb OF Massachusbttb Bat, in the House of Bepresentatives April 17th, 1178: Re- 
solved that there be allowed and paid out of the Treasury of this State One Hundred Pounds 
to Edwabd Tinxham as a present from this State In Consideration of (his losses by the war 
«nd for)* his humane behavior to divers of the subjects of these States when In distress, 

Sent up for concurrence. 

John Pitts, Speaker Pro Tern. 
Mass. Archives, 217-^6. 

•The ivords enokMWd ars crossed out with Ink in the original. 
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I, Sah8 8TA]n:>LKT, of Marblehead, in the State of Bfaasaohiuetts Bay, of Lawful age 
testify & Say ; that sometime in January 1777, I was an inhabitant of Jebogue in Nova 
Scotia; & Neighbor to Bdward Tinkham of sd Jebogue & am well acquainted with the said 
Tinkham & know that he has been friendly to American Prisoners & has supplitHl them with 
the Necessaries of life. Particularly to Myself By lending Me money & Assisting me in 
carrying my Furniture Sc things on board a vessel to come to Marblehead and this was at a 
time when the Milford Man-of [War] lay Nigh by,— 

This Deponent further says that he has often heard the sd Tinkham & his wife say that 
they were friends to America & I have known him to deny selling the Crew of the King's 
Tenders, Provisions and other necessary Articles.— 

this Deponent further says that the said Tinkham is a Person of Gk>od Moral Character 
& further says not. 

SAirs Stamblxy. 

Essex S. S. Apr. 6, 1778. 

Sworn before JosxrH Wabd, J. P. 
JfoM. Archives, 18^1. 

2b the Council q/ the State of Massachueette Bay. 

The Petition of John Caldwell humbly sheweth 

That he is an InhabiUnt of New Jerusalem \i, 6. Shelburne] in Nova Scotia: that by the 
Commencement of the present unhappy and calamitous war your Petitioner (being in the 
fishery business for his Daily Bread, and being a fatherless Youth bound in Duty to Support 
his widowed Mother and Sisters,) was put out of Business, and seeing nothing but Distmo- 
tion for himself, his Parent, and Sisters, consented to go in a Merchantman from that 
Province to the West Indies ; and on my Return, was strongly importuned to go on another 
Voyage to Quebeck, on which I was taken by the Privateer Dolphin and bro't into Salem.— 
Your Hon'rs will be pleased to consider I have never been in any arm'd Vessel, you will 
also consider my motives, my Youth, and particular Situation:— Your Petitioner prays your 
Honors therefore to sufiFer him to go to New Jerusalem, in a Vessel which is soon to sail for 
Barrington in sd Province— that I may do my Duty to my Parent— and as in Duty bound 
will ever pray 

John Caldwbll. 

Salem, Nov. 4, 1777. 

Council Chakbbr, Nov. 5, 1777. 
Bead & Ordered that the Praver of the above Petition be granted, and that the sd John 
Caldwell is hereby permitted to depart this State, to New Jerusalem, in Nova Scotia, in the 
Schooner Sally, William Greenwood, Commander. 

Mau. Archives, 167-412. 

Apr. 19, 1777- BrmiAiic Dkan, of Liverpool, N. S., petitions the General Court for leave 
to remove with his family and effects to Massachusetts. He states that he has transported 
to Machias, twenty-one American Prisoners, and prays to be reimbursed for his expenses in 
■o doing. He was granted permission to return to Massachusetts with his family.— JfoM. 
Archives, Vol. 213, p. 291. 

July 19, 1777. Bphkahc Dhan again petitions for leave to remove his family, eto., from 
liiverpool to Massachusetts; granted in Council.— JfoM. Archives, Vol. 107, p. 84. 

To the Honble the Oouneil of the State of Massachusetts Bay. 

The Petition of Otho Babbsho [Bobighaux] hnmbly Sheweth that he is an Inhabitant 
of Bast PassMS, on the most Westerly part of Nova Scotda and that he was taken in a Small 
Schooner with his Cousin Simon Dobsnt rDoncKr] & carried into Salem, where the Cargo 
on board the said Schooner was oondemned. but me Captain Considering the Hard Case of 
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yonr Petitioner, Gtoneronsly QtKve Him HiB Schooner, which he has Disposed of at Salem. 
And being Desirous to Betorn to his friends— Prays Tour Honors would Grant him Libert/ 
to retnrn to East Passage in Companv with his Consin Simon Dorset— in the best manner 
they can, & he as in Duty Bonnd will pray 

Otho Bobichaux. 
Boston, 19 March, 1778. 

Granted in Council Mar. 19, mS-^Mass, Archives, Vol, 168, p. 224. 

To the Honorable Council and the Honble House of R^resentfUives of the State of Massachu- 
setts Bay, 

The Petition of Jbrkmtah Axlkn, of Cape Persew, humbly Sheweth, that on the last of 
Jane, 1777, in going from Halifax to Capepersew he fell in with a Privateer Schooner, 
belonging to Salem, commanded by John Leach, who took from him Sundry Articles to a 
considerable amount, yonr petitioner cannot understand that said goods were ever libelled 
or Condemned, therefore would humbly pray your Honors to grant him some redress— Four 
Petitioner would beg leave to Observe to your honors that he has aided & assisted Sundry 
PriHouArs belonging to Capt. Mauley & others, by bringing them up in the boat with himself 
from Oapepersew to Boston ; therefore would humbly pray your Honors to grant him a 
permit to return to Oapepersew again (with small stores) in order to bring his e£^t8 to this 
State & to secure him from the molestation of any Prirateer he may fall in with in the 
Prosecution of said Voyage. 

And Your Petitioner as in Duty Bound Shall Ever Pray 

Jebxmiam Allbn, Jb. 

Boston, 26th March, 1778. 

The draft of an order granting the prayer of the above petition is contained in VoL 181, 
p. 47, of the Ifass. Archives, but whether the order was passed by the Court does not appear. 
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OHAPTBB X. 

To the Honourable Council of the State of the Maseachueette, 

The Petition of Thomab Fuirr, of Yarmonth in the Gorernment of Noya Scotia, Mariner, 

Humbly Sheweth :— 

That Your petitioner with his crew consisted of himself three Men and one Boy arrived 
abont a Week tigo in the Shallop callf^d the Elizabeth burthen about Ten Tons at Newbury 
Port with Four prisoners, who had been taken and kept on board the Bellond [Blonde] 
Friftate from whence they made their escape, and by the Assistance of your petitioner have 

got clear. That your petitioner with his Grew who are Americans oriirinally from Marbl»> 
ead and elsewhere in this State, having large Families who are in a suffering Condition for 
Want of Family Neceasariee such as Corn and other articles were the more induc'd with a 
View of helping the Escapes of the prisoners and of rendering service to their Familys to 
come this Way noping to obtain indulgence from your Honors to return in said Shallop with 
about fifty Bushels of corn nnd some other Necessaries, free from all armed Vessels, in the 
Service of this or the Uoiied States, he begs your Honors to take this petition into Con- 
sideration, and grant the prayer thereof assuring you he will still endeavor to render all that 
aid & assistance in his power to any American Brethren that may chance to come that way 
&; he as in duty bound will pray 

Thomas Funt. 
Boston, June 29, 1778. 

The above petition was granted in Council June 29, 1778. 

Mass. Archives, Vol. 168, p. 307. 

John Thurston of Bx^ter taken in the Schooner Belooney Belonging to Stephen Lar- 
money of Newbury port. 

Lawrence McLaughlin of Mancher [Manchester] taken in a prize Belonging to the Ship 
Cumberland. 

Jn. Gordon Belonging to the Sloop Pollv of Salem and Jno. Sands in the above Sloop 
and Broat to Portsmouth In Capt flint from Hallifaz June the 7, 1778, as Witness our Hands 

Jno Goudox 
John Thubston 
Lawrbngs MoLAUGHIiDr 
John Sands 
Mass, Archives, Vol 168, p. 3951. 



June 20, 1778. Halubtt Coujns. of Liverpool, Merchant, petitions the General Court 
for leave to remove his family, consisting of himself, wife, four children and servant, to 
Massachnsetts. He states that he removed from Chauiam, Barnstable Co., Mass., to Liver- 
pool some sixteen years previously; that he owns at the latter place '* a handsom Dwelling 
house & land. A good Wharfe & Warehouse, clear Estate;" that the inhabitants of Liver- 
pool, while friendly to the Colonies have suffered severely from the depredatlona of American 
Privateers. His petition was granted June 28, 1778.— JfoM. ArcMveSt Vol. 219, p. 206. 
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To the EmounMe CouncU, qf the State of MateaehueeUe Bay. 

The Petition of Benjamin Gownh of Oapenew in the Provinoe of Nova Sooia, Hnmbly 
Sheweth:— 

That in his passage in a small Schooner from Oapenew to Ck>rnwallis he fell in with the 
armed Schooner called the Besolution, Samnel Rogers Oommander, which Priyateer Siez'd 
& took from him his whole Cargo, vizt Thlrtj Hogsheads of Salt, one Cask Bnm ft Twelve 
yards of Cloth, and then let him go afcer putting on board his Vessel a number of British 
Officers & Soldiers, Prisoners, Viz. One Highland Captain, one Lieut of Marines, the Purser 
of the Albany Ship and a number of Priyates, and tne said Sogers, with threats extorted 
your petitioner's promise to carry the said Prisoners to Cornwallis, which he did:— l*hat on 
your PetitiaBer's return from Comwallia to Oapenew, a Whale Boat out of Salem, If akhaatal 
Webb, Master, came up with him and carried him to Salem. Since which, for some con- 
sideration the said Webb has restored him his Vessel. But the Qoods taken by Bogers are 
libelled, which your pet'r proposes to claim.— That your pet'r has never done anything to 
the prejudice of the American Cause, But on the Contrary, nas afforded every Asaiatanee to 
the American Prisoners. 

He therefore humbly prays your Honors will be pleased to grant him some protection, 
that he may not again be interrupted by the American Privateen in going home, and t^ 
in returning back with his Bffects, which he intends to do. as there Is no living at Oapersew, 
and that he may be allowed to take in some Provisions & Stores for his Voyage. 

And as in duty Bound shall pray ftc. 

BlNJA. GOWKN. 
Boston, June 29, 1778. 

Granted in Council July 29, 1778, ahd Capt. Gowen is permitted to return unmolested to 
Tarmouth with one bbl. flour and another of rice.— JfoM. ArchiveSt Vol, 109, p. 46. 



To the Honourable the CouncU <if the State of MaeeaohusetU Bay, 

The Petition of Pntbr Dousnt of Sisabew [Sissaboo, i, e, Weymouth] in the Province of 
Nova Scotia & late Master of the Schooner Polly, 

Humbly Shaweth, 

That on the first day of June last on his passage in said Schooner from a plaoe called 
Sheppardy [?] bound to Annapolis be was taken by Captn Samuel BogefS. Commander of 
the Kivateer Schooner called the Besolution & the Schooner brought to Boston, but your 
pet'r was sent ashore at Nova Scotia. 

That since your petitlonen arrival at Boston, the Owners of said Privateer from a con- 
viction of the Friendly disposition of your petitioner to the American Cause, and of his Aid 
& Assistance afforded to the American Prisonen at Nova Scotia, Generously made him a 
present of Four Hundred Dollan.— 

Tour pet'r therefore humbly prays your Honoun would be pleased to permit him to lay 
out the said Money In Bnm, Bice and such other articles as he may want and that he may 
ship them with himself on board the Schooner PoUey, Benjamin Gowen Master now bouna 
to Oapersew. And further, as your pet'r has a Boat called the Betsey, which is the only 
Vessel a float in Sissabew, which he is willing should be improved for the release of any 

Erlsoners that may come there, if your Honours would be pleased to Grant a raotection for 
er that no American Privateer should be allowed to sieze or take her away. He also prays 
your Honours for such a Protection. And as in duty bound shall pray, Sco, 

Boston, July 30, 1778. 

This petition was granted in Council, July 31, 1778 ; Mr. Dousett being permitted to take 
passes with Capt. Gowen, and to take with him one cask of rice and two barrels of mmw— 
Mase, Archives, Vol, 169. p. 50. 
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OTiily 7, 1778, Huoh KiOHBLSoir, or inokenon, d Axgylb, petltlona the Oonnetl for liber^ 
to retazft to Novtt Bootla. He iftMM tiMH he IftMly arrlTed from AxgS^^ in the whooner 
Baager, burdened ten tons, Mth Oapt. Jon«thui Tukmymty nd nine of Ma crew. OftpC* 
Tokeelmry'B reaael, the prlyateer schooner Fox, was driven ashore near Argyle by a British 
OToiBer in much the same manner as was the Oabot. 

The Fox, owned by Samuel Page, of Salem, of 18 tons burden, mounting 1 carriage and 
8 swivel guns, manned by a crew of 90 men, commanded by Oapt. Jona. 'Fnkesbury and 
lieut Amoe liansfleid, was commissioned by the liass. Council, Feby. 19, 1778. 



To the Eonhle OowfusQ of the State of MoBeaehueetU Bay, 
May it please your Hours 

Your Petitioner is an inhabitant of Gape Versue in Noya Scotia; was bom in Ipswich 
in the Oounty of Bssex— hath a Family at Cape Versue and some effects which he wishes to 
bring into this State where he desires to reside in peace and quiet; for this he wants your 
Hours permission : He therefore pravs your Honors to give him leave to bring his sd Effects 
from the sd Versue to this State in the Schooner Lydia, of about 18 Tons, & as in Duty 
bound will ever pray. 

Nkhrmiah Patch. 



f, Aug. 2, 1778. 
This certifies that the above named Nehemiiih Patch was formerly an Inhabitant of this 
State ; now lives at Gape Versue in Nova Scotia ; has frequently afforded aid to the raisoners 
belonging to this State ; has at four different times brot up a No. of them from N. Bcotia to 
this State ; and is an honest, well meaning man. 

Dahl. HopKm. 

Granted in Council Aug. 26, 1778.— IfoM. Arehive$, Vol. Wd,p. 106. 



lb the Sonble the CovncU of <;i6 StaiA of Massachusetts Bay, 
May it please your Hours 

Tour Petitioner takes the liber^ to inform your Hours that one Natkav Bbown, late of 
Ipswich in this Govt ; now an inhabitant of Cape Versue* in Nova Scotia, is a man of good 
interest in both Governments, and by his sood conduct to our people, (who have fled m>m 
the Enemy, whom he has in his own Vessel sent Sundry times to this State) rendered him- 
self an Obieot of their intended Vengeance; has a Family and Effects to a considerable 
amount at the said Cape, which he is desirous to bring into this State for which he wishes to 
have your Hours permission for the above purpose, which he has an opportunity to transmit 
to the sd Brown, and your Petitioner as in I>nty bound will ever pray 

Daxjs. Hofkins. 

Salem, Aug. 24, 1778. 

Granted in Council, and a permit issued to Nathan Brown, Aug. 28, 1778.— ifoM. Archives, 
Vol. 1GB, p. 106. 
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It appeun to as that Mr. Johh Bwajx, of Barrington in Nova Sootla has tiroiight up a 
namber of Prisonen from that place as appears by a Sertifloate nnder their hands— As said 
Swain appears to be friendly to the United States— it is our opinion therefore that he might 
be indoUred in Trade so far as the Laws of thii State will admit of 

BicHABD Smith, G. P. S.* 



Newbnryport, Ang. 8, 1778. 

In Oonncil Ang. 10, 1778; Read and Ordered that John Swain of Barrington in Nova 
Scotia be and he hereby is permitted to return from this State to Said Barrington in Note 
Scotia and lias liberty to take on board his vessel snch provisions for the nse of his Fandly 
as the Committee of Newbaryport shall think proper. And the Commanders of all Armed 
Vessels belonging to this State are hereby directed not to molest the said John Swain on his 
retom to said Barrington. Mas*. Arehivett Vol, 174, p. 381. 

•Committee of PabUc Safety. 
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OHAPTKB XI. 

3b the EonouraNe ChuneU of the State €f Masaachueetti Ba^, 
The If enuttl*! of Alecakdsb IfoNurr, Humbly Shewelh— 

That your Memorialist on the 22 June last had hia honae Bobed by a number of Armed 
Bofflaoa who took and Carried away by force a number of Artlclee, Sword, Piatol, Firelocks, 
Powder, Ball, Shot, and Flints, Drawioff Box and writing Stand with there contents. 
Superfine Scarlet and Blew Oloaths, Books, Silver, Spoons, Silver Buckles, Plain, Set and 
Oarred, Gold lace. Diamond Bings with a number of other articles as may more fully appear 
from a particular state of the Case, refferanoe being had thereunto— and to which he begs 
leave to refer the Honorable Oonncil. 

The Gapts name (as he said) was Thomas Francis, a Welcbman. The Lieut, name 

Newall, of the Armed Schooner Congress, of the Port of Boston. 

Your Memorialist can truly Say that he would be Extremely Sorry to see the Olory of 
the American Arms tarnished or their Lustre Sullved bv the Oonduot of Such unworthy 
persons, who are only a disgrace to the name of Soldier— Neither can your Memorialist think 
himself Justly Intittied to any Such treatment, more Bspedally as he has already Suffered a 
Loss of upwards of Forty Thousand Pounds Str in his Property in the Oourse of the Contest, 
by the waste of his Timber for Lumber and Staves, Coal Mines, Salmon Flshsry &o, and to 
add to hlB other Difficulties, was taken on his Passage hither by an BngUsh ragate, after- 
wards Chased on Sheer by two Tenders, and finally obliged to take his passage in a Whale 
Boat to Falmouth, from thence by Laud on Foot, having been Deprived of the Means of 
traviling more agr ee ably by the aforesaid Bobers. 

Tour Memorialist therefore requests that the persons aforesaid may be brought to 
Justice, that some Salutary Measures may be adopted to prevent for the future all such 
Irregular proceedings, and that the Honorable Council would be pleased to take his Case 
into Consideration and do therein as shall seem meet. 

AUDOU MoNuTT» 

17th Augt, 1778. 

To the HanonMe the OouneU nf the State of MaeeaohtueUe Bay. 
The Memorial of AidEZAHDan MoNutt, Humbly Sheweth, 

That your Memorialist did present a Memorial bearing date 17 Augt last requesting 
redress for Injury done to his Brother and him by a Privateer from the Port of Boston— That 
Thomas Francis, the Master of the Said Privateer was at that time in Boston, and Mr. 
Oliver, one of the owners went with your Memorialist to the aforesaid Frauds House and 
found several of the Articles in his Possession Marked with my name. 

I had no time then to Spare for takelng care of the said Articles and Mr Oliver assureing 
me that he would not only take Special Care of what was there found, but use every 
Bndeavor to find more before my return, and from my Application to the Honorable Council 
and Mr Oliver's promises I rested Content. 

Upon my return [I] waited upon Mr Oliver who Informed me that the Said Francis had 
Bailed for South Carolina and had carried all my Articles .with him ; this I must Confess is 
Treatment very Diilerent from what I had a right to Bxpect.— That the Villians who not 
only Bobed me of my Property, but upon my reslBtauce Insulted me with blows, should be 
permitted to escape with impunity. Seems very Bxtraordinary— and is such treatment as I 
should not have Bxpected from Bither the Christian or the Gentleman, and what makes the 
Case still worse, that I cannot be permitted to pass and repass through the Country Un- 
molested, even the' I Injure no man, for on the 8th Inst., was Arrested at Salem as a 
Doubtful Character. 

How I can be Justly Considered in a Double Capacity and treated as both Whig and 
tory seems a Parradox to me. I have always spoke my sentiments Clearly, and would nave 
readily added Correspondent Actions had I had a Csll in Providence so to do, being well 
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Ck>nTtnoed that the Oanse of Ood will admit of no Neaterallity, and I Challenge eyen 
Bmnity itself to produce one single Instance in which I have deviated from the Besolves of 
Congress Since 1774. 

Before I left Nova Scotia I had Snstained a Loss in my Property of upwards of Forty 
Thousand Pounds Str and probably much more since, and Dr. Prince, with others of like 
kind applied to Britain for my lands (and of Consequence for mv Life) representing me as 
disaffected, which application was supported by Oovr and Council at Salifaz, as your 
Memorialist was Informed, the Inference I would make is that there Cannot be two Con- 
tradictory Bights Squally true at one and the same time ; if Dr. Prince with Britain Claimed 
a Bight to Bob and plunder McNutt on pretence of his being a Whig, then Certainly the 
Priyateer Called Congress from this Port had not a Bight to Bob me as a tory— yet so it is.— 
The truth Is, neither had a Bight to what Proyidence gave me. 

Since I first set out for redress have trayel'd by Land and Water, on foot and on Horse- 
back upwards of two Thousand Miles and have Expended aboye flye Thousand Pounds, and 
aboye thirteen months time without obtaining the least redress. I know it is not a proper 
time for individuals to give unnecessary trouble, and therefore shall make no remarks at 

8 resent upon the treatment I have received but leave it to the Consideration of Your 
ixoellency and the Honorable Council. 
All which is most humbly submitted, 

AZJOB. McKuTT. 
17 July, 1779. 

2b the JBbnora&te the CouneU of the State of Maesachueetts Bay, 
The Memorial of AiiSn MoNurr, Humbly Sheweth,— 

That your Memorialist did 17 Auct 1778 & July 17, 1779 present two Memoriala request- 
ing redress for the Injury done to his Brother and him under pretext of Authority from the 
United States, for that purpose at the same time your Memorialist was likewise Employed 
by Sundry other Persons to Solicit redress, their acct's and Characters certified before a 
Magimate and a power of agency Given to your Memoriaiiiit, but his being taken by the 
Enemy on his passage occasioned the loss of his Vouchers,— his Case appears to be singular 
for the Schooner which he brought over the Bay, in her return was taken by the Enemy and 
Condemned. 

It is upwards of Twelve Months since your Memorialist first applied for redress, as yet 
have obtained none,— perhaps further Evidence may be deemed requisite— if so, he requests 
permission to return and to pass and repass unmolested by Land and Water, which will give 
him an Opportunity of forwarding such Evidence as will make it very Evident that he is not 
Intittled to any such treatment and he apprehends it will reflect but very little Honour 
upon the Arms of the United States to have them Prostituted for Such purposes. 

Tour Memorialist Came not for Law nor Money, but for Justice and his Property which 
was unjustly Carried away. Many of the Papers and other Articles Cannot be replaced with 
Money ; for a more particular State of his Case he begs leave to reffer the Honorable Council 
to the Memorial Already mentioned and requests that his case may be taken into Considera- 
tion that he may be permitted to return and Collect such Evidence as may be necessary and 
to f orwa^ the same and to return here unmolested. 

All which is most Humbly submitted, 

Albzk. MgNutt. 

Sept. 8, 1779. 

State of Massaghusstts Bat. In Council Sept. 10, 1779. 

Whereas Alkcb. McNutt, an Inhabitant of the Province of Nova Scotia hath repre- 
sented to this Board that the Comr and Crew of a certain American Armed Ship did land in 
that part of said Province where the Petitioner dwells, and did rob and plunder his dwelling 
House of almost every valuable article in it against the usage and customs of civilizea 
Nations at War with each other, for which he hath been soliciting redress but hath failed to 
obtain it owing, as he conceives partly at least to a want of such evidence as may clearly 
evince the equity of his request of compensation from the persons committing the supposed 
injury ; which fMlure of eviaence he alledges is owinff to the capture and consequent loss of 
some of his papers, which can easily be supplied if liberty be granted to him to go to Nova 
Scotia and return again, under such restrictions as this Bosurd shall think proper. It is 
therefore ordered that the Said Alexr McNutt be permitted to go from hence by Sea and 
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Jjmnd as shall be most ooiiTeiiieiit for him, to Kova Sootla. for the purpose afore-mentioned 
and to return from thenoe, proylded he shall giye his parole in writing that he will not do or 
say anything to the Injury of an/ of the United States daring the time he shall be engaged 
in the bnsmess i^orementioned, and more especially that he will not oommunloate any 
intelligenoe toaohing the aJhdrs of any of the said States to the Bnemies thereof .—And the 
People of this State are directed, and it is hereby recommended to the Inhabitants of the 
other United States, not to molest or impede the said Alezr McNntt in his going to or 
vetaming from the said Pioyinoe of Nova Scotia, or any other perM>n8 that be nliail anthorise 
for that purpose aforesaid, unless they shall find, or have good grounds to bolieve that the 
said Alen MoNutt shall have actually violated, or has designs to violate his said Parole. 

Attest JoHH AvBBT, D. Scy. 

Man, ArekiM$t VoL 170, p. 885-6. 

Uaqxd Islahds,* Sept. 26^ 1779. 
These lines Oomes with my respects to you, & to acquaint you of the Bobery done to 
this Harbour, there was a guara of men put upon everv house and the houses stript. very 
Surprising to us. they came in here Barly in the Morning on the 20th day of August last, 
and said they were from Penobscot and were torries bound to hallfax. they Come to my 
house first ana wanted some refreshment, accordingly we let them have what they wanted ; 
and then they went away and stayed on an Island Ull the tide run so that they could Gome 
at my Boat, then they come and took my Boat and put a Guard upon my House and went a 
Bobing. they took about 19 Quintals of Cod Fish and Four Barrels of Salt, three Salmon 
Notts, 60 lbs of Butter, one Qreen Hyde, five dr e s s ed Skins and some Cheese, and a Great 
many other Things. The Boat Cost me fifty pounds Halifax Currency, then they went to 
Mr Matthews and there Bobed him then went to Mr. Haydens, and Bobed him, then went to 
Mr Locks and Bobed him. these things are very surprising that we in this Harbour that 
have done so much for America, that have helped three or four hundred Prisoners up along 
to America and Given part of our lAvlng to them, and have Concealed Privateers & prizes 
too from the British Cruisers, in this Harbor. All this done for America and if this be the 
way that we are to be paid I desire to see no more of you without you Come in Another 
Manner, but I hope the America Gentlemen that Grants out Commissions or are Bondsmen 
would take these Notorious Bascalls in hand for thLs Bobery. Sir, be so kind as to Inform 
some of the Council of the affair, that we might tiave some restrictions, otherwise we shall 
not be able to help the American prisoners, and more Sir, if you find out who these be, and 

^ng, beple 



whether we ace like to have anything, be pleased to write. 

[Signed] 
True 
Cop 



WiiiUAx PoBTnansLD, 
John Matthews, 
Thomas Hatdkn, 
Jonathan Lock. 

have been informed that the Masters names were Charles Jenks, Samuel Briggs & 
Gidion Ho0ie [Hoxie ?] fitted out at Coxit [Coakset] Biver between Dartmouth & Seconiok 
rSeekonk]Biver near [New] Bedford in three Whale Boats. Dr Benjamin Biohmond of 
Little Compton ft Col John Topham, New Port Bhode Island Owners— Mr Porterflelds Boat 
was disposed of at Cap Ann. 

Boston, October 11, 1779. 
Sib: 

The Xnclosed letter I received at Salem, those who Committed the Bobing I am 
Informed were from Dartmouth or Bedford in Whale Boats, who afterwards went into the 
Passage or Barrington, took a Schooner from Capt. Greenwood who has followed them.— I 
cannot think it will Insure any Valuable Bnd to the States to Suffer any in their Services to 
plunder the People on that Shoar (Except such as are Carrying on a Trade with the Bnemie). 
the time may not be venr remote, when they might be called upon to take an active part in 
the present Dispute, and can it be supposed that they will Cordially Join with those who 
have deprived their Families of Support, and who would willingly at any time have shared 
the little they were Possessed of witn such as were in need. 

The three first had a good schooner taken from them in 1776 by Capt. Harmon of old 
York, for which they have as yet received no compensation, tiiey had about 900 Quintals of 

•Loobeport. 
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Good Fish to bring oy«r the Bay, had obtained a Copy of a OommlBsion to Bnable them to 
Come to this Market, bat were deprived by Harmon, with others, they had pot a partloalar 
state [-mentj of their Case in my hands which I lost in mw PassaKe.— I think it woiud ensure 
a good end if the Honorable Coanoil woald at least resolre that Jnstioe should be done in 
the Case, and in the meantime order a small sopply for the Support of the Bofferecs. 

I have the Honoor to be 

With dne Bespeot. 

8ir, Tonr Most 

H'ble Bern 

AUBKB. McNl7IT» 

The Honorable Jeremiah Powell, Esq., President. 

2b the H<morabl$ the CouncQ and the HonordUe Eouee nf Sepreeentatives of the State of JfotMh- 

chusetts Bay. 
The Memorial of Aucxaitdsb MgKutt in Behalf of his Brother ft Himself 

Hombly Sheweth 

That yoar Memorialist having had his House Plundered and his Brother and himself 
Insalted with Blows by a number of Armed BufDians, who pretended to have Authority 
from that Slate for their Conduct, did immediately follow them, found the Capt in Boston 
with a number of the Articles in his Possession, Marked with my Name which Articles, Mr 
Oliver, one of the Owners of the Privateer, promised faithfully to take Care of lor me, but 
who appears at present unwilling to give them up or Entrust me with the Care of my Own 
Property. 

Your Memorialist iiaving only tarried a few hours after the Bobery was Committed 
Cannot as yet ascertain all the Damage, have mentioned only a part of the Articles Carried 
off with a view of having the Villains thereby discovered, secured and brought to Justioe. 

He Apprehended the Damage Sustained to be upwards of three Hundred Pounds 
Sterling, Exclusive of Books, Papers and other articles which cannot be replaced for monev. 
for a more particular state [-ment] of his Case he begs leave to refer to the Memorials 

rsented to the Honorable the Council of this State dated Augt 17, 1778, No. 2, July 7, 1779 
No. 8, Sept 8, 1779, and requests redress, and likewise redress for those who have 
Empowered him to apply in their behalf and who by the by are not to be Considered as 
runners Connected with persons on this Side of the B» who are Carrying on a very per^ 
nicious Trade with Halifax and other parts. Should the Honorable Court iindge it proper 
to permit your Memorialist to forward, by the first Gh>od Opportunity that opens, a small 
supply of Com ft Eye and a few other Neoessarys for about fourteen Families (provided he 
can find a Good Opportunity and some assurance that the Bnemle will not take it from them, 
and provided further that it do not interfere with any Plan of the Honorable Court) he 
presumes it would answer a very Oood End— No Protection or Passport for Trade is desired 
under pretence of bringing of Families ft Effects; let such be the part and portion of the 
Enemies of America who have hitherto Enjoyed it Unrivalled, without perhaps one Exoep- 
tion, and he presumes no one friend has ever yet applied or received such a pass, the 
Besolves of Congress and Instructions to Commanders of Ships of War being fully sufficient 
to answer every valuable purpose in America. Your Mftmorialist considers it as his duty to 
Defend his Property in Any part of America where God in his Providence has Ordered his 
Lott, against the Unjust Claims of all Persons Whatsoever, whenever Providenoe will afford 
an Opportunity and therefore desires not the Bemoval of any part of It Except somewhat foe 
Cloathing and Expense. 

That manv Persons Carrying on a Trade with the Enemie have Justly Suffered, and 
have likewise had redress both here, and there, is Granted, and on the other hand others 
who have never deviated from the resolves of Congress and who have suffered much frona 
both Sides, and as yet Without any redress from Either is Equally Certain ■ 

Shall Conclude with Observing that your Memorialist has Stmered more in his Property 
than all in that Colony put together. Including the Damage Sustained from the British and 
the Dregs from these States known by the Appellation of Most Loyal Subjects ft Befugees, 
and who are a Curse to that Colony ft have made it only a Cage for unclean Birds, it Is to 
be hoped the measure of their Iniquity is Nigh Compleat and that a time of purging will 
shortly take place.— As yet Your Memorialist have not obtained even the least redress— tfao' 
he might as well as others plead a Merit in having Administered to the relief of his Brethren 
in distress, as perhaps he may have done more in that way than manv who make large 
pretentions, out he apprehends that he has done no more than his duty in that respect, and 
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therefore oUdmB no Merit, or return from man. to Aet from snoh low and bese Motiyes he 
thinks it Unworthy of the Gherlties or Ifen of Honors. 

Yonr Memorialist therefore only requests Jnstloe, and that the Villans who did the 
Injury be treated Ainreeable to their deserts— That Mr OllTsr be oblised to give up the 
Ajrticles left in his Care, and for whatever, part qf ^^ny Property I ShaU reoeive will give 
Oredit, and for the remainder, a reoeipi of having paid so much towards the Continental 
IBzpense Agreeable to the Corrent Exchange will answer. —I came not for Law nor Money 
tmt JostiQe aadimy property whioh was m^oftlytakMi awa^f and likewise leqnest that the 
^Ccmoiahle Uoovtwoald.be pleased to take the Case of those whom he represents into Con- 
8idei»tton AQdidQ thecsljv as shalLseem meet. i. *■ 

All which nevertheless Is most humbly submitted. 

AUDOl. McKuTT. 

June 21, 1780. 

Btatb of MASBAOHUSKTrrs Bat, In the Hoose of Representatives, June 22, 1780. 

On the Memorial of Aijezandkb McKutt Praying Leave to Carry Certain Azticles to 
Port Roseway in Nova Scotia, 

lieselvqd that Alexander MoKutt be & )ie is hereby permit^ to Hxport from il^s 'State 
toPortRosewavinNovaScotta for the.Bepeflt of .fourteen tan^Ud? resldli^ there Bizty 
BnsheUs of Gr^n. One hogshead of Molasses, t tM^rel of Rum, one loaf of Sugar, and several 
small Arfibles of Crockery ware snoh as Milkpans, porringers and Batter pots for said 
S^amilies. 

Bent np for Conoarrenoe. 

,, John Havcook, 8pk. 

In Coonoil June 22, 1780. 

Bead ft oi|^nonrre(9* 

John Avxbt, D. Soy. 

Msk, Arch^t^t Tit. 9SSitPp. SOl-Y. 
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OHAPTEB Xn. 

Sept* 8, 1778. Bknajah Ck>LLiiri, Merchant, of Liyerpool, petitions the General Gout for 
leave to retnm to Liverpool where he has resided eighteen years, for the purpose of settling 
his affairs and removing his familv to Massachusetts. Granted.— JfoM. AreMoe$t VoL 169, 
jjp. 138-8. 



Sept. 8, 1778. Jomr Hopkins, of Liverpool, petitions the General Gonrt for leave to 
remove his family and effects to Massachusetts. His petition is accompanied by the folloir- 
ing certificate: 

We Oerti^r that John Hopkins hath Landed in Portsmouth two Prisoners from Kova- 
spotia, Capt. Treferin & James Welch, and in Boston Beuben Collins which Oome in the 
Same boat with us the Subscribers free Gratis of Freight or Passage. 

David Bkat. 

Boston, 1st Sept., 1778. 

Mr. Hopkins' petition was granted.— IfoM. Archives, VoL 109, p. 150. 



Oct. 30, 1778. Abchblaus Gbowbll, of Port Boseway. petitions the General Court for 
leave to purchase a small quantity of pork and grain, with the proceeds of 36 qtls of fish, 4 
bbls of oil and 14 bushels of salt, brougnt to Newburyport by him in the shallop Blizabeth, 8 
tons burden, and to export the same to Port Boseway for the relief of several of the in- 
habitants there who are wholly destitute. He states that the Continental 81oop-of-War 
* 'Providence," Capt. Bathbum, which came into the harbor of Port Boseway in distress, 
was supplied with a new mast and bowsprit by the people there, in payment for which the 
petitioner was given a draft on Mr. John Bradford, the Continental Agent, for $22, which 
the petitioner was desirous of investing in necessary supplies. Granted in Council, Kov. dd, 
1778.— JfoM. Archives, Vol. 109, p. 281. 



State of Massachusetts Bay. 

To the Honble the C<mnca of Said State. 

The Petition of Wahstill Lxwis, of Barrington, Humbly Sheweth 

That your Petitioner arrived here a few days ago in a small fishing Boat from Barringten 
in Nova Scotia where he belongs with several Prisoners as by Beceipts, who had been taken 
by the Enemy and Carried into Halifax, from whence they made their Bscape, and by the 
assistance of your Petitioner have got off clear. 

That your Petitioner has come here for no other purpose than to bring these prisoners s 
to purchase a small quantity of Provisions which are extremely scarce with us — 

Tour Petitioner therefore humbly requests 7our Honors to suffer him to purchase a few 
necessaries and to grant him a Pass that he may return Home unmolested by any American 
Armed YesseL ^ 

Waitbtill Lkwis. 

Boston, Oct. 20, 1778. 
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BosiOH, October 9, 1778. 
ThlB iB to B«rtofy «h*t WftitstUl Lewis in the Shallop PoUy from Nova Bootia, hroat np to 
the etatoe of Amaraoa too pilBonen ihak were taking and maid thear Beckape. 

GnonaTucxxB 
SBurnzna Butlxb. 

In Oonncil Oct. 21. 1778: Read and Ordered that the Prayer of thie Petition be so far 
granted that the Petitioner be hereby permitted to depart this Suto in a Small Fishing Ves- 
sel that he oame in from Harrington in Nova Sootia and he hereby has Liberty to purcbase 
Ave Bbls Flonr and fifteen Boshells of Onions for the use of his Family and Several Families 
in said Town of Barrington in Nova Sootia. And the Commanders of All armed Vessels & 
others belonging to this Stato are hereby Ordered, and it is recommended to the Commanders 
of all armed vessels belonging to the United States to suffer him to pass unmolested to Nova 
Bootia with the articles aforesaid. 

Attest 

JoHV Ayxbt, D. Soy. 

JfoM. Archives, Vol. 160, pp. 240.241}. 



7b tfte Eonble CouncU A Hcuse of Repre»etUatine» for the State of Ma»iaehu$etU Bay. 

The Petition of Wiluax Gbxsnwood hnmbly sheweth, 

That Yonr Petitioner has brought up from Nova Scotia. Mr. John Long, lato Quarter- 
master of the Continental Ship Hancock, Amos Oreen of Salem and Ichabo Mattocks of Mt. 
Desert who were taken Prisoners & carried into Halifax— Tour Petitioner Prays he may 
have liberty to return to Nova Scotia to his family and to carry down for the support of them 
& four other Families, the Heads of whom came up in the Vessel, & are in a suffering con- 
dition, Forty Bushels of Bye and three Casks of Fiour & Your Petitioner as in duty bound 
■hall ever pray &c. 

WiLLIAJI GbXBHWOOD. 

Boston, Oct. 7, 1778. 

This petition was granted a few days later, Capt. Greenwood being directed to give a 
bond to the Naval Officer of the Port of Boston, in the penal sum " of two hundred pounds 
that he will carry out of this State; such articles only, as he is permitted by this Resolve." 
At the same time a clearance was granted to his schooner the Sally.— ifoM. ArehiveSt Vol, 
219,p.43L 



State of Massachusetts Bay. 

To the Honourable the CouncU of said State now sitting at Boston. 

Most Humbly Shews, Sdcon Burn, of Yarmouth, in the Province of Nova Scotia, That 
Some time Before Dispute with Great Britain began he Removed from Salem in tills State 
With many others to Yarmouth Afforesaid In order te Carry on the fishery to Greater Advan- 
tage, and Before the Present War Commenced He was able to Maintoin himself and his 
family. In Comforteble Circumstances; But for Some time Past the Fishing and other 
Business Carrying on in Small Vessels on the Coast of that Province has Been So Interrupted 
& is now Intirely Broken Up, By the Small Privateers from this State Capturing all their 
Vessels; That by this means he with the Inhabitants of Yarmouth In General have been 
Drove to Great Strailis And Difficulties. 

Your Petitioner has now found his way up hither In order to Lav his Distressed Situ- 
ations Before your honours and to Implore Relief. He might go on, & inform Your Honours 
of his having Relieved the Distresses of American prisoners Who were on their way home 
from Halifax, not only by Feeding them while in the town of Yarmouth ; But by Providiog 
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^'em Passages, o.y^r tbe Bay ta.thli States. Btik this has. bean Dbaa-by the Inhabitaiifii of 
Tar mouth In General; q( ihe>trxith of ifhich he presamas yaoc ^•onoors hanre Been fully 
Sattisfyed ; the Bxpenoes of which he Apprehends has been fully Bqual to their taxes had 
they Besided in tl^ls State ; he therefore prays that your Honours Would Grant him permis- 
sion and Safe passage to Bem6ve his Family and his Small Effects into this State in order to 
become an Inhabitant there of Being Beady & willing to take the oath of Allegiance and in 
all Befipects Qonform to the Law of the United States and your Petitioner As in Duty Bound 
will Ever pray 

Simon Bukh. 
iBalem, Kov. 17th, 1778. 

Salsh, 16th Not., 1778. 
Dear &\r: ,...,...,. 

I Cannot help feeling for the Inhabitants of the Wester^i parts of lio^a.Sootia, wh^ bam 
in General been made miserable by the Depredations of our Small Privateers on that Coast. 
A Mr. Burn, tfte bc^er of this now waits on the Board, as he tells me, in order to petition 
the Council for Liberty to Bemove his Family to this Towji. I have .so (tften Xroublsd the 
Board, while I was a member of it, in behalf of this People, that I am nnwiiUng to take up 
more of their time by writing them on the Subject, but when the Peoj>le mal^e application to 
me and State their Distresses I< Cannot Besist them. Therefore if you can put this nian in a 
way to get his Petition forward— Ton will Oblige an Old Friend, 

*Y'our feble iSenrant. ^ 

Bica'D DsBsr; 7anr. 
JoHV Aybbt, Esq. 

Hon. Bichard Derby; Jr., was himself the owner of a number of Privateers, but tn no 
Instance has the writer been able to find any (^Videnoe tha^ his vessels, or thdr crews, com- 
mitted any acts of violence upon, or in any way interfered with our people. 

. Mr. Burn's ^tition was granted in Council the day it was received.— JfoM. Archivet, 
Fo/. 109, p. 32L 



« Deo«.l4, 1778. Ebbnbzbb and David Cobkixo sailed from Yarmouth some time since tai 
Noyembec preceding, in the scho^Mner Betsey >ot ahooJ^U. tons, Ebenezer Coming, .Mastcuk 
laden with about twenty hhds of salt and carrying as passengers, fourteen American, asqaped 

Srisoners. On the Tith of December they arrived at Newburyport, and on the 14th the 
lessrs. Coming petition the General Court for leave to buy corn and other provisions with 
the proceeds o{, their aalt and,for peunlssion^to depart to their hemes unmolested. The 
Committee of Safety for the town of Newburyport endorsed their petition as follows— 

Nbwbttbtpobt; l4th Dec., 177S. 
It appears to this Committer th#t tha Petlti0n«r,,.Capt Coming Has Repeatedly Aided 
& Assisted our People in making their escape from the Enemy. . v > . »»i « . « ■ 

JoNA. Titookb; Onalrman. 

The petition was granted Decl 16, ili's^—Mass. ArMvei, 'P'oU idd, p. 891. 

, . Deo. 14, 1778. Thomas. Gbsutwodd, of Barrinspton. petitions the General C(mxt,.Btatfii| 
that he was pressed to bring from Nova Scotia tbe €rew of a )«lvateer. owned. by a. Mn 
ghaltuck and others, which privateer had been, driven, ashore and destroyed tena amaU 
British Croiser ; and -praying leave to .pmrchase 00 bushels, of .^rain,. two barrels of flooi ana 
onec^twol^arrela of ^rk for the relief ef his own.and other distressed families^ and for 
Dermissiop %q depart M^ ^be same for his home, without interferanoe. Granted in Council.^ 
Mass. ArcKivea, Vol 109, p, 241. 
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CHAPTBB Xin. 

Jan. 1, 1779. Bxhjamik Bkowk, of Yarmonth, petdtdons the leslfilatare of MaSBaohiuettQ 
for leave to remove hie family and boosehold effects to Beverly, from whence he had 
emigrated to Yarmouth some twelve years previously. His petition was granted Feb'y 17, 
and a passport was given him by the Oounoil on the JMth of the same month. His petition 
was acoompanied by the following certificate,^ 

These may Certify whom It Doth Concern. 

That about the fifth of November Last I had the misfortune to fall in to the Hands of the 
Bnemy; and having my liberty to walk about at Halifax, Mr. Ben}a. Brown Carried me 
with Mr. Dugard & fiphraim Laskey to Yarmouth, Cape Boseau, & there Entertained us at 
bis own Bzpenoe about one week & then procured us a Passage to this State. I have been 
Credibly informed that sd Brown has Treated all other prisoners that he could find in the 
Same Hospitable manner, and many times Ht the Bisque of his person & Interest. 

I saw a Certificate of this Kind in sd Brown's Possession, Signed by Capt. Stevens, his 
Officers, and some of his men. 

I am Confident sd Brown is a friend to the Liberties of America, and is entitled to any 
favor the Hon'ble Court thinks fit to bestow upon him. 

John Ashton. 
Late Comdr Schr Hampden. 

Beverly, Feb. 1, 1779. 

— ifoM. Archives, Vol. 169, p. 431; Vol. 221, p. 128. 



To the Honourable the OouneU of the State of Massachueetts Bay. 
The Petition of Thoicas Flint of Cape Persue 
Humbly Shews 

That he came in the schooner Hannah, about Twenty Tons burthen, up to Salem in the 
Month of November last and brought with him a number of Prisoners that had made their 
escape from the Enemy, that through the inclemency of the Season he has uot been able to 
return with his Vessel, he is now got ready to go back attain and as he may be harrass'd by 
some of the Armed Vessels without something in Writhing from your Honours he Apprehends 
it necessary to make application for a p^r mission to depart with his said Vessel and to pre- 
vent his being troubled by anv Armed Vessel when parsnlng his usual calling, being that of 
Fisherman, as to what fares ne may make he shall endeavor to bring into this State for 
Sale, he is not insensible of the Favour granted him by your Honours on the 29th Junn, 
1778, & hopes that his Conduct has been agreeable to that of a friend to the Cause of America. 
He therefore begs leave to petition your Honours for the indolgence of a permission as afore« 
■aid assuring you if granted, shall be used with Caution & he as in duty bound will pray, 

Thomas Flint. 

Boston, Feb. 19, 1779. 

In Council Feb. 19. 1779:-^Bead & Ordered that Bleazer Brooks, Esq., with such as the 
Hon'ble House may join be a Committee to take into Consideration this Petition and report 
what is proper to be done thereon. 
Sent down for Concurrence 

John Avb&y, D. Soy. 

In the House of Bepresentatives, Feb. 19, 1779: Bead & Concurred & ICr. White & Mr. 
Qorham of Barnstable are joined 

John Picxbbino. 
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Norember the 18th Day, 1778. 
We the Sabscriben promise to pay to Thomaa flint three poondB lo£fnl monsy a peas for 
oar pasegis from Cappersew to Sallom 

Thomas Stahdlet, 

THOiiAS B&iDOBS, his (X) mark. 

John Cabbbl, 

Phillip * 

BiGHABD SKimrBR, 

Bknj. » 

William Lbwis, 

F&ANGIB » 

Abraham Howajkd. 

Gapsbbbw, Ootober ye 21, 1778. 
We Sahscribers have ben taken Prisoner and Carried to Halifax and Was Issisted away 
to this Piace by Thomas flint and supported While in this plaoe, and we Subscribers Woold 
be Olad if the Gtontlemen of the Gonrt take the Bame in Oonsideration and Grant said 
Thomas Flint Such favour as will help him. 

Joseph Stuart, of Falmouth. 

John Hbb&ick, 

Jamks Hh&kick« 

JOSBPH HiBBABT, 

Elbazbb Oilbs, 
Bbnjamin Vabt, 
Nathanibl Batchbldbb. 

The Committee of both Houses appointed to take into Consideration the Petition of 
Thomas Flint have attended to that Service and Beport the following Besolve. 

Elbazbb Bbooks, pr Order. 

Bbsolvbd that Thomas Flint be and hereby is permitted to Depart this State in the 
Schooner Hannah, and the Commanders of all armed Vessels belonging to this State are 
Directed not to trouble or molest the Said Thomas Flint while pursuing his Lawful business 
as a fisherman. 

In Council, Feb. 20, 1779, 
Bead & Accepted, 

Sent down for Concurronce, 

John Avbbt, D'y Sec'y. 
In the House of Representatives, Feb. 20, 1779, 
Bead & Concurred 

John PiCKBBiNa, Spkr. 
Mass. Archives, Vol, 185, pp. 34^. 



May 13, 1779. David Cobninq, of Yarmouth, petitions for permission to sell 200 Qtls. of 
fish lately brought by him to Salem ; also to be allowed to return to Yarmouth for his family 
and effects. Granted in Council May 13, 1779. His petition is accompanied by a certificate 
trom Hon. Josiah Batchelder, a Member of the House, thus :— 

These may Certify whom it doth Concern 

That David Cobnino, Master of the Schooner Betsey, about fourteen Tons, Lately from 
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, with about Two hundred Quintals of fish & some 2d hand Coardage, 
on board, and now Lylntr at Salem, is a Native of Beverly in this State and went from here 
with his parents a few years before the Present war began, to said Yarmouth where he hath 
lived ever since Except when at Sea. That he appears to be an Honest Worthy young 

lUegible. 
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man. That he has always heen friendly to these States, and has ever Bense the present waf 
beran Bescaed and Transported, from Nova Scotia to this State, at the Peril of his liberty 
& Property and hath Several Times had liberty to Betnm again as will appear by the records 
of the general Gonrt 

Therefore I take the Liberty to recommend him to any favor that the Hen'ble Council 
may think fit to bestow upon him ; Particularly for Liberty to sell his fish & cordage, which 
he Says is to Balse money to pay Several Debts which he Owes in this State. 

Josi Batghkldba, Jnr. 
Mass, Archives, Vol, 170, p, 97-9. 



May 15, 1779. Elisha Bldbidgb, of Yarmouth, petitions the Ctonncil of Massachusetts, 
stating that his father, in the fall of the preceding year, in removing from Yarmouth to 
Massachusetts, left a portion of his e£fects behind him at Yarmouth and Liverpool, which 
property the petitioner wishes to collect and transport into the said State. Granted in 
Council, May 18, 1779.— ^rcftiww of Mass. Voh 170, p. 107. 



To tJie Son'ble the Council of the State of Massachusetts Bay. 
The Petition of Nehemiah Patch of Capersew in the Province of Kova Scotia, 
Humbly Sheweth 
That in August 1778, your Honours were pleased to permit your petitioneT to go down to 
Capersew and bring from thence his Family & Effects into this StatA, but on his passage 
down he was Cast away and he could procure no Vesnel to brios his Effects in there. 

That your petitioner is now about going down with jour Honor's leave in the Schooner 
called Lydia. 

He therefore prays your Honors will be pleased to permit him to go down to Capersew in 
said Vessel, and from thence bring his Family & Effects into this State Unmolested from 
Armed Yeesels 

And as in duty bound shall ever pray, &c. 

Kbhbmiah Patch. 
Boston, May 18, 1779. 

Granted in Council May 18, 1779.— ifa«<. ArchiveSt Vol 170, p. 122. 



May 18, 1779. Joseph Hohek petitions for, and is granted permission to remove his 
effects from Nova Scotia (no town mentioned.)— 3/a««. Archives, Vol. 170, p. 125. 
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OHAPTBB XIV. 

Jane 8, 1779. Stsphxh Bldbidob, of Yarmouth, petLtLont the (General Court of L 

choBetts for perinlssion to remove property owned by nim in Yarmouth and Liyerpool, into 
said State. Granted same day.— J/om. Archives, Vol. 180-208-8. 

Jone 7, 1779. A second petition of Stbphkn BLD&zi>aB repeats his request of June 8d. 
and states that the Chairman of the Committeed to whom his preyious petition was ref<«rrea 
had gone to his home and had carried with him tne permit already granted. Mr. Bldridge's 
second petition was granted and he was permitted to take passage in the schooner Klng- 
flsher, Capt. Bider, master, then at Newburyport.— JfoM. Archiveit vol. 222, p. 000. 



Salem, 10th June, 1779. 
JosBPH Hbndxbson, Bsqb. 

The Bearer, Capt. Zachariah Foot, who is a Belation of mine, and Bicliard valpey his 
nephew, who have Besid«d for nine years past at Cape Besean in Nova Scotia, have been 
lately taken on their way to the West Indies and Brought into Marblehead, and I am now 
Informed are sent to you to be confined on board the Guard Ship. Capt. Foot's unboundad 
Liberality to American prisoners who have escaped from Halifax, is Weli known to many; 
his Doors have at all Times been open to them, as many of my Townsmen are now testifying 
in his behalf— the only Indulgence I ask for him Ib that he may be Liberated under parole to 
Discharge some American Captain now prisoner at Halifax. I shall be much obliged that 
the boy his nephew, & Jonathan Baker, formerly of Beverly, and whose family have been 
settled at Barriogton for 12 years past, may be Liberated with Capt. Foot— if you Cannot Do 
this Consistantly yourself, I wish the matter might be laid before the Hon'ble Board for 



their approbation— these peoples Bemoval to Nova Scotia so long before the Contest with 
Great Britain & thtiir attachment to the American Cause I think Pleads stronglv in their 
favor. I therefore hope they will not fail to have kindness shown them. I shall be much 



Sir 

Your very H'mble Servant 

BlOHABO DbBBY, JnB. 

P. S. I wiU be bonded with Capt. Foot, if necessary, that he shaU fulfill his parole. 

To the Eon*bl6 Council cf Massachusetts, 

The Memorial of Josbfh Hendbbsom 

Humbly begs leave to lay before your Honours a Letter which he received from Bichard 
Derby, Bsqr. BespecUng Capt. Foot, belongg to Cape Persn who was carried into Salem & 
Bent to your Memo, this day as a prisoner, your Honours will see what Capt. Derby 
Desires in behalf of this Man which does not lay with me. his Humanity to American 
Prisoners has been Great in Addition to what Capt Derby sets forth. Captn Joseph Olney. 
Commr of the Contini-Frigate is Desirous to Appear in behalf of him. when he Commanded 
the Brig Cabot, a Continental Vessel he was Chased by a Brittish Friggate & all hands took 
to the woods, this Man took them into his House, 140 in number. Supported them fourteen 
Days without Fee or Beward & helpt them with a Vessel to Come off. if your Honours 
should see Cause to permit Capt. Foot to go home in a small Vessel which is going from 
Salem, upon parole to return a man of Bqual Bank— Capt. Olney Desires that he mi^ have 
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Ubertgrofmakiiigliima Prasent ofaBamlof Floor ft some other finall Matters in part 
CompenaatloB tor the flztraordlnary OiTllities reoeived. 

▲U whioh lA Humbly Sabmitted 
as in Dat7 Boand« 

Jos. HmnoBBSON. 

In Ooanoll Jons tt, 1779. 

Bead & Ordered that Josbtk Hmmxasov, B8q.t Oommissary of Prisoners be and he 
hereby Is directed to permit Oapt. Zachabiah Foot with his nephew (a boy) and Jona 
Bakbr of Barrlngton, to depart this State & proceed to Gape Persew in Nova Scotia, in a 
Small Vessel bonnd from Salem— he giving his Parole, that on his arrival there to procure 
the Exchange of Prisoners in the Hands of the Bnemy of Bqoal Bank with themselves— and 
Capt. Olney is hereby permitted to present said Foot with a Barrel of Flonr & other articles 
in Consideration of the Homanity and Benevolence manifested to him & his Orew after the 
Capinre of the Oabot, aCk>ntinental Sloop of War 

Attest 

JoHV Avx&Y, D. Soy. 



Extract from a letter dated at Bf achias, May 13, 1779, from Ck>L. John Allan to Hon. 
Jkblemjab. Pownll: 

• * • « I have farther to aoqaaint the Hon'ble Board, that the tolerations and per- 
missions given so Liberally for people to settle their Business & remove their Effects from 
Kova Scotia, has terminated in an open Trade & that a plan is without any manner of Doubt, 
on foot to Turn the Greatest part of the business Eastward to Nova Scotia.— Several familys 
has Left this for Passamaquoddy & some to St. John's, and the Leading people seems to 
Defy all Authority. * * *— I beg for the Honor of the Oountry & the real Interest of the 
States, that a restraint may be Laid to prevent this Conduct," etc. 

Extract from the Besolves of Massachusetts (Ghapter cxLin— 1779) 

• • • « And whereas great Inconveniences have arisen, and Dama«e accrued to this 
State by persons being permitted to go from hence to Nova Scotia, under pretence of re- 
moving their Effects, which has terminated in an open Trade with the Enemy in some parts 
of this State: Therefore. 

BnsoLVKD, That in future no person upon any pretence whatever shall be permitted to 
go from any Part of this State to Nova Scotia, until the further Orders of this Ctourt." 
Passed June 22d 1779. 

It is quite probable that Ck>l. Allan, in his letter as above, did not refer to the intercourse 
between our people and the citizens of Massachusetts proper, but to the trade being carried 
on by renegades of both sides between that part of Massachusetts now comprising Eastern 
Maine, and that part of Nova Scotia which forms the present Province of New Brunswick. 
Nevertheless there appears to have been no communication between our people and Massa- 
ohusetts until the following September. 



To the Haiwurable the Council and Hon*ble the House df S^reeenUUives in the State of JfoMo- 
chnsetts Bay in Oenerai Court Assembled 

The Petition of Philip Goudt, and Inliabitant of Gaper Sue 

Humbly Sheweth 

Tbat Tour Petitioner in a Small Shallop Schooner from Halifax bound to Gaper Sue 
with some few Stores for himself and some other distressed Families there was taken by a 
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Boston PrlTftleer and broaght into Boston, the Ovrners of whlob Privateer from a conviction 
of the friendly diflpoHition of year petr to tbe American Oause, and for the kindness shown 
by him to all Americans who were drove ashore at Gaper Sue by the British VesHels of War» 
gtinoruuNly rt^scured to him his said Vessel fto 

That yoor petnr has in fact laid himself oat to aid and snccor every American that have 
been drove there, he has assisted in Libtiratioj; some from Prison and aided them gettinjT 
home to their friends.^— And Now he is about Sailing for Gapersne with the Small Stores 
he has got on Board for the relief of his Family and Neighbors, if he can obtain Tonr Honors 
prot«>ction from American Private«rs 

He therefore hnmbly prays year Honors woald be pleased to permit him to sail for Gaper 
Sue and that yonr Honors wonld be pleased to Grant a protection that he may not be cap* 
tared by any American Privateer. 

And as in duty bound shall pray his 

Philip €k>i7DY, X 

Boston, Sept. 22, 1779. mark. 

To all whom these Preasants Shall Gom 

Gentlemen Commanders of ihe American Privateers or Gmisers along the Shore of 

Nova Scotia Should You in Your way or Gruize Meat with Uapt. Philip Gtoady going to 

or comlns from Halifax with or afcnr HUpplies for his family, Please My Dear Goantrymen & 
friends to let him pass yon uumolestod for the Great meny favours wich I have Gieceived 
from him with nart of >[y Grew. Him & his Brother James Goudey & there Interest for 
Gentlemen & Friends. They have been very friendly onto me & my Grew & helped me St 
them when in Distress & Difflcnlty & as far as I can Discover are Very friendly to Many 
othrtrs or all our friends & Neighbors in the American Gause. So Gentlemen & for my Sake 
& the Sake of Many others of our friends which may Meat the same Disaster which I have* 
Grant me my humble Petchon. 

JOSBPH Saltbk 
Gommander of the Schooner Baven from Marblehead— Yarmouth, May 20, 1779. 

N. B. Gentlemen, I was drove on shoar by tow British Gruisers Brnchram & the Sloop 
called the ho we 

on Saturday, May the 15. 

The further petition of Philip Goudt of Gaper Sue, 

Humbly Sheweth, 

That he lately exhibited a petition to your Honors praying that he might be protected on 
his Voyage from American Cruizers 

That it is now more than three months since he left his family with a scanty supply of 
Bread Corn, and as all American Prisoners that way resort to his house and are constantly 
Supplied with whatever he has that they want, he thinks by this time his family is out of 
Bread. 

He therefore prays your Honors would permit him to Garry with him forty bushels of 
Grain. 

And as in duty bound shall pray, his 

Philip 6k>UDY, X 

Granted Got. 6, 1779.— Jfaw. Archives, Vol 224, p. 340. mark. 

To the Gentle"^ Owners of the privateer Little John & all Gonoemed 
And All Gharitable disposed persons 

The humble petition of Philip Goudt, an Inhabitant of Gapersew, in Nova Scotia, 
Sheweth 

That during the present Struggles between the United States of America, your humbler 
has constantly aided the American Cause, and afforded Aid and Assistance to all the 
Americans who happened to fall into the hands of the Britains, and came there, by Supply- 
ing them with Provisions & Every necessary Article in his power. 

That your petitioner in a Small Shallop Schooner Sailed from Halifax about Three 
Weeks ago bound for Gapersew having on board 10 hogsheads Salt, 4 barrels of Flour, Three 
hundred weight of Sugar, 1 barrel of Pork and Sundry other Articles belonging to your 
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petitioner and a number of families at Oapexsew— by means whereof yonr petitioner & others 
there are very much distressed. 

Tour petr begs All Oharitable disposed persons would be pleased to Afford him some 
relief 

[Unsigned] 
Jamks KasBFET, Master of the John Oives over his part. 

We the Subscribers who have been Prisoners with the Briu>ns Do hereby Oertify 
that the said Philip Qondy has afforded us relief when in di8tr<«s, and ia a friend to the 
American Cause, And would beg leave to recommend him to all Charitable disposed persons, 
now he is in distress. Witness our hands. 

Hknbt Da&linq 
The Subscriber Was a Prisoner in Hali- David Mitchell 

fax— Got out of Oaol by the help of Mr. Lieutenant of the Armed 

Goudy and was in his boat taken by the Ship General Sullivan 

little John bound on my way home. Thos Man ley Commr 

April the 26th. 

This is to Surtify to all Capt. of privatars that Belonging to A. Mariak that I have 
Belesed Capt. Gtowday for his Grate help to our prisoners Upon this Shore if all Gentlemen 
will Do the Same thay Will a bUge thairs to Sarve 

John Mabsh. 

This may Certify to all whom it may Concern that Mr. Philip Gtouday of Capperso, was 
taken in a Small Schooner by Charles Anderson in the Privateer Sloop Uttell John and 
brought into the Port of Boston, and upon examination it appears that the said Gouday has 
been friendly to our prisoners Who have been driven on that Shore by the Bnemy, therefore 
the owners of Said Sloop and Crew have given Said Gowday his Schooner And goods again. 

John Wait, A^ent for Sloop. 

Boston, September 22, 1779.— JfoM. Archives, Vol, 224,p. 232. 



To t?ie Honble Council A HonJ)le House of Rqaresentatives of the State oj MoMochusettB Bay, 

Boston, 28th Septr 1779. 
May it please your Honors 

The Petition of David Coming, Zachariah Foot & others, Humbly sheweth that they 
having by the kind interposition of your Honors, obtained some consideration for the losses 
they snsuiined by the Privateers, are under the disagreeiible necessity of again troubling 
your Honors with this Petition before they can leave this State. Nothing but the distress & 
want of four Families of which your Petitioners are the Gnardians & the Heads could palliate 
for again troubling your Honors with a new rec^uest. Bat distress in so tender a connection 
gives a sanction to what otherwise might be presumption. Your petitioners humbly request 
the liberty to take with them about ten or twelve Bushels of Grain Corn or Barley, or much 
as their friends will supply them with for eacb of their families during the approaching 
Winter (as they have no other prospects of supplies) and a few onions. Your Honors may 
depend upon the strictest compliance & the most punctual observance of whatever liberty 
you are pleased to give. Sensible of the obligation they would readily engage to make a 
suitable return to any American that needed their assistance. Your Petitioners Humbly 
Submit themselves & cases to your Honors and as in Duty Bound shall ever pray. 

Zachariab Foot 
Ebbnbzbk Cobninq 
David Cobninq 
Ebbnbzbb Cobnino, Jb^ 

From the above it appears that the petitioners had some time previously sought redress 
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for depredations cottunltted upon their propertj hy Amerfoan Mvateen, and that tii9 
(General Court had caiiaed them to be reimbursed, in part at least, for tlie losses they bad 
snstained. If snoh was the case the petition setting forth their grievanoe has been lost; nor 
do the Records of the Qeneral Court contain any reference to any action in their behalf* 
Their petition in this instance was granted, thus,—* 

State of Massadhnsetts Bay. 
In Council, Septem. 90, 1119. 

On the Petition of Zaohariah Foot, Bbeneser Coming, David Coming and Bbeneier 
Coming, Jnnr, Inliabitants of Nova Sootia. praying for Liberty to proceed to said Nova 
8cotia in the Schooner Betsey with a Small Quanttty of grain for the use of their families, 
also a few onions. 

Besolred that the prayer of their petition be granted, and that the Petitioners be and 
they are hereby permitted to depart this State and prooeed to the Proyince of Nova Sootia in 
the schooner Betsey and to Ship on board said Schooner fifty bnshells of Grain and a few 
Onions, for the purpose of Supplying their families there, It appearing that said petitionen 
have Exercised great friendsLip to many American Prisoners tnat have been Captured and 
Carried into said Proyince. And all Commanders of Armed Vessels belonging to this State 
are hereby directed. And all Commanders of armed Vessels belonging to any other of the 
United States of America are requested not to Molest Said Petitioners in their Voyage to 
Nova Scotia with their effects aforesaid or on their return from thence to this State with 
their families ft Effects. 

Sent down for concurrence 

John Ayxrt, D. Scy< 

In the House of BepresentatiTes, Oct. 1, 1779. 

Bead & Concurred 

^ John Hancock, 8pkr« 

JfoM. Archives, Vol. 7SA,p. 23Mb 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Stftte of MasMchoBettB Bay. 

To t?ie honorable the Council A the honorahU the House of Bepreeentatives in General Court 

assembled.'^ 

Boston, 17(h Noyember, 1779. 
The Petition of Sbth Babnbb of Yarmouth in the Province of Nova Scotia, 

Humbly sheweth— that altho* a nominal sabject of the King of Great Britain Tet in 
principle & Heart he is a well wisher to the Country which save him birth ; that he has been 
of all the service to the Cause of the United States, which his local situatioB would admit of, 
he can make appear by plenary Bvidenoe, particularly in aiding his Countrymen when 
Prisoners in the aforesd province in making their escape, six of which he has now brought 
with him after keeping them secreted in his house for some time at a considerable expense 
& great hazard. Tour Petitioner therefore humbly prays that in return your Honors would 
be pleased to permit him to carry down a Quantity of Orain, some Cider, pork, &c necessaiy 
for the support of his Family, & some other Persons residing in the same town with himself 
equally well disposed. 

Tour Petitioner would extend his supplication still further & pray that your Honors 
wou'd take the premises into your wise & candid consideration & grant him a licence & 
protection under the Seal of the sd State allowing him to carry on any trade that your Honors 
may think reciprocally advantageous to him and the sd State under such restrictions as your 
Honors in Your great Wisdom may tbink proper, more particularly an undisturbed Liberty 
to carry on the fishery, he goiog bonds that the Fish so caught together with their Effects 
shall be brought to the market of the Town of Boston or of some other town in the State 
aforesaid, and your Petitioner as in Duty bound Shall ever pray 

Sbth Babnbp. 

The above petition was referred to a committee consisting of Moses Gill and Josiah 
Stevenson of the Council, and Messrs. Greenleaf , Tudor Williams of the House, who report- 
ed as follows,— 

State of Massachusetts Bay ) 
In Council Nov. 19, 1779 ( 

Upon the Petition of Sbth Babnbs praying for permission to carry down some necessaries 
to his Family at Nova Scotia Your Committee finds sd Barnes has had Two permits of this 
Court of Feb. 28 & March 2d, 1778--Said Barnes has brought up Affects on Account of said 
Permits. 

Resolved that the said Barnes deliver into the Sec'y Office the two permits above 
mentioned. 

Also Resolved that the Prayer of sd Petition be so far granted that the sd Barnes be & 
hereby is permitted to transport from this State in the Schoouer Beaver said Barnes, Master, 
Yizt one hundred buahells of Com, Twenty barrells of Cyder, Two bhds of Molasses, Two 
barrels of Sugar, Two barrels of Ram & one hundred pounds Wt of Tobacco, and all Com- 
manders of Snips of War and Privateers of this State are ordered and it is recommended to 
the Commanders of other armed Ye^sels not to Molest or impede the said Barnes in going 
from this State to Nova Scotia. 

Sent down for Concurrence 

Samubl Adams, Sec'y 
In the House of Representatives, Nov. 20, 1779. 
Read & Concurred, 

John Hakoogk, Spkr 
Mase. Archives, Yol 225, p. 27. 
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Not. 16, 1779. Thomas Flint. " Fisherman," of Tannouth, petitions the Massaohnsetts 
General Coart, staung that he had lately arrived at Beverly in his schooner the '* Hannah," 
with a nnmher of escaped American prisoners ten hogsheads of salt, and a considerable 
quantity of fish ; that he has now disposed of the salt and flsh ;— and praying for permission 
to invest the proceeds in necessary supplies, also for permission to depart for his home and 
" to return again this Winter or next Spring with his Family & Effects into this State," etc. 

His petition was granted Nov. 26. Oapt. Flint being required to turn into the Secretary's 
Office the permit previously granted him* It is very likely that the permit referred to was 
the one dated June 29, 1778. The fishing license issued to him Feb. 20, 1779 was the only one 
of its kind issued to any inhabitant of Yarmouth during the war, although many petiuonad 
for similar protections It is highly probable that Gapt. Flint prized this document above all 
others and used every precaution to prevent losing it,— Mass. Archivest Vol, 226, p. 98. 



Nov. 27, 1779. Benjamin Babnabd is granted permission to bring or send into the State 
of Massachusetts, effects sufficient to discharge sundry debts contracted before the beginning 
of the war, due to several inhabitants of Salem, from the estate of his brother, the late Jomr 
BjLBXAMD.-^Resolves of Massachusetts, 1779, Chqp. Lzxxm. 



State of Massachusetts, December 1st, 1779. 

To the Hono*ble the Oouneil A House of Btpresentatives of the State of Massachusetts Bay. 

The Petition of Whjjaji Grxsnwood humbly sheweth,— 

That your Petitioner about three months since, was loading a Vessel at Barrlngton, in 
Nova Scotia Government with effects belonging to a Person in this State & which were to 
be brought here according to a permit obuSned from your Honors: but before he could get 
ready to sail, an Armed Boat belonging to the State of Bhode-Island, entered the Eburbour of 
Banlngton & cut the Vessel from the Wharf & Stript a Store thereon of the Goods which 
were the property to be brought up aforesaid.* In consequence of wch your Petitioner has 
been detuned from his Fami^ for a lonff time & suffered to a great degree & as they must 
be in distress for the necessaries of life in an inclement season of y* year. Tour PetltioDer 
prays Tour Honors to permit him to return to them at Barrlngton aforesd & that he may be 
allowed io carry there for the Support of his Family & a number of other Families equally 
distressed, Twenty-five bushels of Com & Twenty-five bushels of Bye & that he may oe pro- 
tected from the unrelenting barbarUp of Boats 4b other armed Vessels who never fail to execute their 
rapacity indisoriminately on aU who are so unhappy as to be within their reach. Your Petitioner 
hopes your Honors will grant him the favor above mentioned, & that of taking a Boy from 
on board the Prison Ship to navigate his Vessel As he has no one on board but himself ft 
he will give Bonds to return a person In Exchange for him. 

And as an Honbi* Gentleman, who is a Member of this Court, will testify, he doubts not, 
that your Petitioner has extended his assistance to his Countrymen who were Prisoners in 
that Country. Yonr Petitioner further prays Your Honors that he may be permitted to 
return to this his Native state with his Family ft effects in the Spring, ft as in Daty bound 
•hall ever pray, 

William GunnrprooD. 
•BeeClis|».XL 

Undonbtedly the '* Honbi* Ctontlenuui, who is a Member of this Court," was none otiie* 
tluui the Hon. John Pitts, of whom mention has already been made. CJapt, Greenwood*a 
petiltion was written by Mr. Pitts, whose hatred and contempt lor American Privaleers la 
retry evident in the words italidaed ; and was originally signed " Jobx Pirm, in behalf of 
WiuiAii GBBurwooD," which was afterwards erased and signed by Capt. Greenwood in 
panon. The petltioii was leCttnd to a oommltlee of both Hooses oonslsttng of Hon. Waltw 
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8pooii«r, of the Ooiinoil, and Mr. White and Dr. Metoalf of the Hoiue. That Mr. Pitta 
bffonght hiB influence to bear farther in the matter is evinced by the fact that the following 
reaolye it in hie handwriting,— 

St0te of Mamaohiuetto Bay, Deo. 6, 1779. 

The Committee of Both Houses on the Petition of William OnsBirwooD, praying for 
reasons set forth in his Petition that he may have leavo to reiom to Nova Sootla and to carry 
some necessaries for the support of bis Family & others & that he may return to this State 
^rlth his Family & e£feots, report the following Resolve, Vizt 

Besolved that the Prayer of the Petition be so far granted as that the said William 
Oreenwood be and hereby is permitted to depart this State and go to Barrinffton in the 
Oovemment of Nova Scotia, & to take on Board his Vessel Twenty-five bushels of Bye & 
Twenty-five bushels of Indian Com for the support of his Family, & other distressed persons 
there ; and also that he hereby is permitted to return to this State with his Family effects. 
And all Armed Vessels belonging to this State are Commanded, and all those belonging to 
the United States are requested not to molest or impede the said Wm. Oreenwood in his 
passage to or return from Nova Scotia, for the purpose aforesaid, but to afford him any pro- 
tection & assistance in their power. 

Which is Submitted 

W. Spoovxr, pr Order. 
In Council Dec. 6, 1779. 

Bead & Accepted 

Sent down for Concurrence 

JOBX AVBBY, 

In the House of Beptesentatives, Dec. 6, 1779, 
Bead ft Concurred 

JOHH HAHCOOK, Spkr 

Mau, Archives^ Vol. 225, p. 219-20. 



Deo. 6, 1779. NmraMiAH Patch, of Yarmouth, petitions for leave to depart from Boston, 
where he lately arrived in the Schooner '* Bosanna," having on board eleven escaped Ameri- 
t»n prisoners, and a quantity cd fish and salt. He states that he has fifty bushels of Com at 
Cape Ann (Olouceeter) which he desires to take with him, as well as a few other articles. 

Oranted.— JfoM. ArMves, Vol. 176, p. 0(K 

Deo. 8, 1779. Busha BLDBmaB, of Yarmouth, petitions for and is granted permission to 
return to Cape Forohu in the " Bosanna," Capt. Patch, and to carry with him 60 bushels of 
Gom, the proceeds of a quantity of fish lately brought by said Blcvidge to Boston.^JfaM. 
ArMvei, Vol. 186, p. 32. 
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OHAPTER XVI. 

To the BonhU CowncU and tJie Honhle House oj R^reeentcUivee of tJie StaU <^ MaeeachiaeUs in 
QenercU Court Assembled at Boston, 

The Petition of Jbbxmiah Cohitbll, of Boston 
Humbly Sheweth— 

That about a year ago he bad a large boat stolen from him and carried away, Supposed 
to be done by some prisoners here, and he could not till lately obtain any Intelligence of her, 
and is now informed that his said Boat is now at Capersew, and that if he can Obtain leave 
to go down there, he may without much difficulty Recover his said Boat again. 

He therefore humbly prays your Honors would be pleased to grant him a permit to go 
down to Oapersew in the Schooner Bosanna, whereof Nehemiah Patch is Master, for the 
recovery of his boat aforesaid. 

And as in duty bound shall pray &c. 

Jbbwmtah Connbll. 
Boston, Deo. 6, 1779. 

Mr. Gonnell's petition was granted on the following day, but Gapt. Patch sailed without 
him, probably suspecting his motives for visiting Tarmouth to be none too good. On Dec. 
30th following, Oonnell petitioned for, and was granted permission to sail for *' Gaper Sue " 
in the Scbooner " Polly/' Gapt. Brown, and to carry a small quantity of provisions with 
him— Mass, Archives, Vol, 176, p. 79. 

Oonnell was an ingenious rascal, and the following documents will show how he over- 
reached himself in this instance. He was at one time a prize-master in one of the small 
privateers infesting the coast of Nova Scotia and evidences of his brutal conduct towards our 
people may be found in the Archives of Massachusetts. 

State of Massachusetts Bay. 

The Honourable the Great and General Assembly for said State. 

The Petition of Jambs Kbllby of Gape Porsua 
Humbly Shews 

That on the 5 Sepr A. D. 1778, There was offered for Bale at Gape Porsua a Gertain Shallop 
of the burthen of Ten Tons which your petitioner purchased for Twenty Pounds Gurrency 
Equal to eighty Spanish MilPd Dollars. That sometime in January last one Jeremiim 
Gonnell Mariner came from Boston with a permit from your Honours and informed your 
petitioner that the Boat purchased was his property and was run away with from Boston by 
persons unknown. Several Qentlemen Friends to the United States hearing of the Affair & 
being loth that yr petitioner should ignorantly suffer by the purchase, and anxious that 
sd Jeremiah should have his boat returned to him, agreed to make a GoUection of the Sum of 
Money advanced and accordingly did raise the purchase sum. and took away the Boat, that 
Zachariah Foot, one of the Gentlemen received the Boat & together with several other per- 
sons delivered the Boat to said Oonnell wlio took Charge of her & hall'd her off from the 
Slace she then lay at to the Wharf. The night following there came up a violent Storm of 
now. Bain, &c which forced said Boat from her Moorings on the Bocks the other side where 
she bilged and received great damage, in this situation the said Gonnel came next day and 



Digitized by 



Google 



05 

foand his Boat, tmjt Petitioner had not received the Money raised it was agreed by the 
Gentlemen, and sd Gonnell that the Boat ahoald remain their property & the Money belong 
to bini. it was proposed that the Money should be paid him the next Morniog, bat contrary 
to ezpeotations the said Oonnell, with another person that Night became Bobbers & broke 
open the Store of Oapt. Nathr Atwood and stole thereont sundry Merchandize which were 
found upon them by a Warrant from Justice Bingay . they were sentenced to pay the Gosts 
without Damage, beins Americans. ■ That the Boat in said situation was not Worth the sum 
of Twenty Dollars whfoh your petitioner paid the Justice for the costs of prosecution by the 
desire of said Gonnell. the Gentlemen then Noticins the Gonduct of said Gonnell deterndned 
not to let him have the Money raised and that the Boat should belong to your petitioner for 
the Money he advanced, upon their determination he set about repairing said boat and laid 
out and expended thevenpon to the Amount of One hundred and Twenty Spanish Milled 
Dollars. That on or about the 20th of July last said Boat was Gaptured by an American 
Privateer and sent into Beverly. The Owners of said Privateer knowins said boat to belong 
to your petitioner declined prosecution & sent Word to your petitioner that they were ready 
to deUver him his Boat, agreeable to their Advice your Petitioner came from Gape Porsua 
and on his arrival was toldthat said Gonnell had attached the Boat as his property on Satur- 
day the 2d Instant. Yr petitioner in this Unhappy Situation humbly supplicates your Honors 
that you would be pleased to interpose in the Affair so far as to grant an Order, that the 
.Owners of the privateer deliver him his boat notwithstanding said Attachment by Gonnell. 
or that said Gonnell if permitted to hold the Boat, reimburse your petitioner the said sum of 
One hundred & Twenty Spanish Milled Dollars he advanced for repairing the Boat or such 
other relief as yon in yonr Wisdom shkll se^ nileet for him & ha as in duty bound will pray, 

Jambs Killbt. 
Sept ^1780. 

State of MassaohnsettsBay. ' ' 
In Gonncil, Sept. 8th, 1780. 

Resolved— that the Petitioner James Kellev be and hereby is directed to serve the 
Adverse Party with a Gopy of his Petition and this Order, that they may show Gause, if any 
they have, on Thursday tne 14th Inst., why the Prayer thereof should not be granted. 

Sent down for Gonourxenoe 

JoHV AvxBT, Dep. Seo'y. 
In the House of Bepresentatives, Sept. 8, 1780. 
Bead & Gonourred 

' .7 - John Hancock. 

The following reply to Gapt. Kelley's petition from Gonnell is interesting chiefly because, 
of its very detailed and vivid description of incidents that never occurred. 

To the Hon. Council <ft Mon, Houa9 of Beprewniativeat In General Court Aseembledt the nth 
Septr 1780,— 

The Memorial of Jbrbmiah Gonnsll of Boston, Mariner, Humbly Sheweth that Your 
Memorialist is Gited Before Your Honors, to answer the Petition of James Kelley of Gape 
Forchue in Nova Scotia, 

That Your Memorialist, in Deer 1779, Had a Permitt from Your Honors to go To Gape 
Forchue after a Boat Stolen and Garried away from him from Boston in the year 1778 & 
Gatried to said place by Persons unknown. That Your Memorialist Proceeded to Gape 
Forchue in January 1779, [9-1780] and found his Boat in Possession of James Kelley Who 
Befused delivering her to nim, and did not believe I was from Boston UntiU I Shew him 
Yonr Honors Permit. Then he said he had No great Prize by the Boat but Should have A 
great deal better if he had Hancock & Adams. 

That Your Memoidallst Asked him bow he Gould have Such 111 will against them when 

he had a permit to go backwards & forwards to Trade— That Kelley Said D ^n them, he 

lost more by them than Ever he got. That your Memorialist then Demanded his Boat of 
Said Kelley who Used her above Eighteen Months Who Said I Should not have her And that 
he might return his Permit to the Gouncil if he pleased, about this time a Salem privateer 
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brought in a prlsee belonging to Halifax Wbioh made most of the Town Hnstor to take the 
Prise from the Privateer and wanted Yoor Memorialiat to Joyn them Who refnaed to be 
Ooncemed whloh Prejudiced Some of them against Him, Bapecially Mr. Kelley, & hia 
Oomradee^Blaney, Foot and Bernard, Who give him No Peaoe. the people would have paid 
Kelley for the Boat if he would deliver her to vour Memorialist, but he would not. Then he 
Cut her a Drift from a verr Secure Place and Let her go on the Rocks Where she took great 
Damage. Your Memorialist was out of all hopes of Getting her and wanted to Return home. 
Then Said Kelley ft bis Comrades Oharged him with Stealing of Goods from a Store which 
were Mislaid and then found, for which xour Memorialist was Taken up by said Kelley and 
his Comrades ft Confined, Carried before a Justice and Honorably acquitted. Then was 
refused Liberty to go home Until Kelley & his Compt had been to Halliiaz & returned, but 
Before they got Back your Memorialist got away & cume home, Since Which The Said Boat 
is Captured and Brought into Marblehead, Which Tour Memorialist Prays he may have, and 
He as in Duty Bound Shall Ever Pray, ftc, 

JntmXAH OOKKKLIi. 

In Council Sept. 14, 1780. 

Read & Ordered that Joseph Simpson Bsqr with such as the Honble House shall Join be 
a Committee to take this Petition into consideration & answer thereto, hear the parties who 
are present 8t to report what may be proper to be done thereon. 

Sent down for Conounenoe 



In the House of ReprssentativeB, Sept. 14, 1780, 

Read & Concurred & Col. Bagley ft Capt. Curtis axe Joined 



Jotor AvsBT, D. Seoy, 



JoHv Hascxxil, Spkr. 



The Committee to whom was Committed the petition of Jaiom Ksleat and the answer 
thereto of JnamxAB Coxxku*, have attended the Service, heard the partLss, and report thae 
the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petttioui which is Submitted. 

JosBTB Snmov, pr Order 

In Council, Sept. 14, 1780 

Read ft Accepted 

Sent down for Concurrence 

JOBH Atset, Dp'y fkj4 

In the House of Representatives, Sept. 19, 1780. 

Read ft NoH*Conourred— and the Houie agree to the Resolution annesed^ 

Sent up for Cononrrenoe 

John Hakoook« Bp^t 

In Council, Sept. 19, 1780. 

IBtead ft Concurred 

Jour AviBT, D. 8ey« 

In the House of Representatives, Sept. 18, 1780. 

Whereas Jaiom Kbllbt, an Inhabitant of Nova Bootia has represented to this Cout 
that a Boat which he purchased of Jhuooah Comnmll, of Boston, ICaclner, was captured by 
an American Privateer, and brought into Beverly in Julv last— That the Owners of said 
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Hands of the Own«n of aald PriTateer as his Ftoper^, and whereas the said James Kelley 
has zeqnested the Interposition of this Ooort for ms relief— Therefore 

BesolTed. that the said James Kelley be permitted to appear in the Court at which said 
action of BepleTUi is to be tried and there taking npon himself the Defence of said Suit & to 
a^ail himseJx of all and Brerj Transaction Oiroomstanoe and Oontract respecting the said 
Boat, to every Intent and Purpose, as if said Transactions Oiroomstances and Oontract had 
been done, transacted and made within this state and as if the said Kelley was an Inhabitant 
of this State, any Law of this State to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Bent up for Oononrrence 

John Hasoocx, Spkr 

In Oonndl, Sept. 19, 1780. 

Bead & Concnrred 

JoHH AmsT, Dep. 
IfoM. Arehiowt Vol. 229^ pp. 96*103. 

If the matter of " OoinrnLL tfsr«tM Kbllby '' ever came to trial the writer has been unable 
to find any xeoord of it. It is his opinion that the matter was settled out of Oourt, probably 
by a complete surrender on the part of the plaintiff, who eyidently found his position unten-* 
able. On the same day that Oapt. Kelley was given permission to defend his property in the 
Courts of Law, he petitioned for leave to return home in the same vessel, already restored to 
him, and to take with him a quantity of provisions for himself and Bbeneaer Porter, who 
aooompanled him, which petition was granted.-^ifaM. ArelUi^e$i ^o^* S^f 1>* 71. 
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Feb. 24. 1780. Elibha Eldbidob petitions for leave to retam to Yarmontii in the schooner 
'* Bosanna '* with provisions, and to return to Massachusetts with his effects. Orantad. 
M<U8, Archives, Vol. 176, p. 205-6. 



April 3, 1780. Thomas Flint and Zaohabiah Foot petition for permission to dispose of 
a qnantitv of salt and fish and to invest the proceeds in provisions, also for protection in 
transporting the same from Boston to Yarmouth, l^hey mention having brougnt h number 
of escaped prisoners with them, in the schooner Hannah.^ G«anted.^JtfaM. ArchioM, VoL 
176,p.aao. 



< 1 April 21. 1780. Sbth Babvbs, of Yarmouth, in a petitioli to the General Ck>urt, stafeea 
that he has lately arrived at Marblehead with a considerable number of escaped Ameiicaa 
prisoners : that the Naval Officer at Marblehead will not permit his departure without the 
order of the Court ; and prays that he may be allowed to sail from that place to Boston, where 
he desires to ezchanae a small amount of property for necessary supplies, and to sail from 
thence to Yarmouth free from molestation ; also that a fishing permit be granted him. With 
the exception of the last clause his petition was granted. It was accompanied by a certificate 
from the returned prisoners, thus,— 



0, AprU 19th, 1780. 

To the himorable CfouneU d hous cf Bq^reeentatives in the State cf Massachwette Bay, 

We hose Names are hearunto Suscribed having bin prisners in Nova Scotia & received 
ass i stance and Belief from Oapt. Seth Barnes of Yarmouth in Nova Scotia a foresaid Ss 

Sr him helped and brought to this State Think ourselves in du^ bound to Inform This 
onorabel Court of the friend Ship we have Beceived & likewise to beg that the Said Seth 
Barnes may have Such Indulgences granted him as Such Conduct toward Prisoners Merits. 

John Coltbb Bbnjamik Stbvbns 

J * TOFPAN JbBBMIAH LbB 

Thokas Coubtib John Stackt 

Amos Lbfavoub. 
M(us. Archives, Vol, 227, p, 263-5. 

oGQleglble. 



To the Hon'ble the Council and the Hon*ble tJie House of Bepresentatives of the State ofMassacht^ 
setts Bay, 

Humbly Sheweth Sabah Lbwis, that WArrsTiLL Lewis, my husband, with your petitioner, 
some yeais since, went from Bhode Island to Halifax, where we kept a public House, and by 
keeping good order lived in much reputation and got considerably beforehand. But at the 
commencement of Hostilities between Great Britain and the Colonies, and hearing of the 
fi^ht at Concord, my husband was like a distracted man to get awav from Halifax, to help 

country where he was bom against the British King, and as he could not get away 
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^Breetly horn Halilax, lie went to Liverpool with bis family, and got to Boston directly apon 
Xhe Troope leaving it, and left almost everything behind, and said he would rather be a 
beggar in his own country with Liberty, than a rich man at Halifax under the then present 

Eftvemment, and after giving all the help he could to the War, thinking to do better fur his 
Tge family, to get two and a half shares he went Steward on board the Sturdy Beggar 
Privateer, almost three years ago: which Vessel is supposed was foundered at Sea This 
Cflevous Hffliction was most severely felt by your petitioner, But a kind providence kept me 
»long with the assistance of my son, who went to Sea and was exceedingly kind and tender 
%o Ids Widdow Mother. He was in the West Indies last Bummer, and gave an acquaintance 
of his hard money to buy a barrel of Sugar and a bag of Coffee to biing home for me, but the 
man sold it and spent the money, And I was not able to get any more than three hundred 

Eaper dollars* for it, but this with hard labour, and a few dollars from one and another I 
ave rubb'd through the Winter— Where my Son abovementioned is I know not but believe 
he sailed last out of Maryland, where I hope soon to hear from him, and have some relief* 
My next son of fourteen years old went with Oapt. Dillaway thinking to get something to 
assist me a few months ago, and was taken and is now in Gaol with the Bnemy, And I have 
four children now at home with me. The oldest but nine yeais old who turns a wheel for a 
twine spinner for a dollar a day,* & I find him victuals— the next is a little tender girl of six 
years old^the next four, and the next a little better than two and was bom six months after 
tnj husband went away. And I have a breeding sore in my hand that adds greatly to my 
other troubles, as it prevents me from labouring. And your peutioner is now in great die* 
tress— almost to distraction— knowing not which way to turn, or go, and must without some 
help sell my Bed from under me, to pay my rent and get some necessaries. Your petitioner 
feels grieved to trouble your Honours with her case, but griMit & pressing necessity urges 
me, and I would not apply did I know of auy other w^ in the world where to get relief in 
an honeet way. I therefore most earnestly pr^ your Honours would hear me, and as I can 
bring sufficient evidence to the truth of my Representations, I hope for that relief which 
your Honours from vour Compassion Sb Benevolence to the Widdow ft fatherless who has 
none other to help, shall seem meet to bestow, and your petitioner as in duty bound will ever 

Basab. Lxwn 
Boston, April 27, 1780. 

State of Massachusetts Bay 

In the House of Representatives, Apr. 29, 1780 
On the petition of Sarah Lewis 

Resolved that there be paid out of the Public Treasury of this Stale the sum of Two 
hundred pounds, to Sarah Liswis, for reasons set forth in her petition 

Sent up for Ck>ncurrenoe 

JoHV Hancx)ck, Speaker 
In Council Apr. 29, 1780. 

jEtoad & Concurred 

John AVkrt, D'y Seoy. 
Warrant drawn this Day. 
Mass, Archives, Vol. 180, pp. 191-2^. 

The ancestry of Waitstill Lewis of YarmoQth has always been an unsolved genealogical 
puzzle. A search through the ** Vital Statistics of Rhode Island " and Austin's ** Rhode 
Island Dictionary ** has disclosed the following, which may be of interest to his numerous 
descendants. 

John Lewis was at Westerly, R. I., as early as 1661, for on Biar. 22 of that year he signed 
certain articles relating to Misquamicut lands. He was made a Freemason Oct. 28, 1668 and 
took the oath of allegiance Sept. 17, 1679. The name of his wife is not given. He had seven 



•The paper cnrrsDCy Issned by the Colonies during the war was so depreciated in value ss to make 
these seemtDgly large sums mere pittances. 
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iona and one dani^tot, and ffom him \b descended a numerous and higb^j fsspeoteble pa0» 
terity. 

That he was the anoestor of WaitstiH Lewis, 8r., there ean be little doabt, although th« 
line of descent has never been established, '* Walt " Lewis married at Westerly, Oct. 2, 175#, 
Sarah Bllven, (bom May 36. 1730.) daoghter of Bdwarda BUvea and Freelore 8waroa« 
Bdward2 Bliven was the son of Bdward i BUyeni an early settler of Westerly, who married 
Oct. 2, 1091 f Isabel, daughter of John Maooone. John Macoone Is supposed to hare emigrated 
from Aberdeenshire to Westerly before 1009. His wife's name was Anna. 

Among the many colonists who removed to Kova Scotia from Bbode island in 1780, were 
several representatives of the Lewis Family. As shown in the petition of Sarah Lewia« 
above, her husband, WaitstiH, 8r. was one of these, and that he returned to Massachusetts in 
time to fight for American Independence and theveby lose his life is also made evident. 

Shortly after Mr. Lewis^ arrival in Boston he enlisted as a private in Gapt. Caleb Brooks^ 
Company, Col. Dike's Begiment and served from Dec. lit 1T70, to Mar. 1, 1777< His residence 
Is given in the Muster and pay rolls as Cape Sable. He probably re-enlisted in Capt. 
nomas Bumstead's Company, Lieut. Col. Jabea Hatch's Beglmentf.fOr on May 7 following 
he was one of a detail drafted from that eompany for guard duty at and around Boston under 
Gen. Heath» upon which service he was engaged five weeks. 

There were several privateers commissioned by the Massachusetts Government called by 
the name " Sturdy Beggar,'^ and there are no means of positively Identifying either of them 
as the ill-ftited craft In which WaitstiH Lewis, Sr., lost his life. From drcumstanttalf 
evidence, howeveri the writer feels quite certain that the foUowing described vessel was the 
one. 

The BriganUne *' Sturdy Beggar,'^ Heman Doane, Commander, John Dealey, 1st Lieut.* 
William Moars, 2nd Lieut., James Smith, Master, mounting fourteen carriage and a like 
nnmber of swivel guns, provisioned with 80 bbls. Beef St Pork, Bight Tons of bread and 
flour, carrying 1600 lbs. of powder in her magaslnes, and manned by a crew of 90 men, was 
commissioned Jnly 26, 1777. 

To the Honorable tJie Council of the State of Maeeachiuette Bay 
Hnmbly Sheweth 

The petition of Waitbtill Lbwis, of the Province of Nova Scotia. That your petitioner 
is a New England man born the' for several years past has lived at Cape Sue, and can bring 
incontestible proof of his friendship to this Country. He has ever since the Contest between 
Great Britain 8t America done everything in his power to aid & Assist the Unfortunate 
American Prisoners, that have come to his knowledge-^at a considerable expense has fed 
them, and sent or brooght them to their own homes, at no small risqne of nls person & 
properly. And the Certificate accompanying this petition will convince yonr Honors in part 
of tne above representation. Yonr petitioners Father, two years since lost his life in the 
American Cause— And leavins a wife with several small Children who are now in BostoUf 
is a considerable indacement for him ro come here, and administer snch relief to his Mother 
ftc, as his Circumstances will admit. Tour petitioner asks for no pay for the prisoners ha 
has bronght with him, or for hiding and supplying them when at his house. But as he has a 
Boat at the Extent not more than fourteen Tons, on board of which he has about for^ 
Quintals of Fish ; and would wish to sell the same, and obtain leave from yonr Honours to 
purchase One barrel of Bum, one barrel of Molaseea, One harrd cfRice, Half a bbl. of Sugar & 
Ten bushels of Grain, and to return again to Cape Sue with the above mentioned Araclesi 
or such part of them, as Your Honouis will please to permit. And your petitioner will in 
future endeavor so to demean himself as to recommend him for further favours should he 

need them— And as in Du^ bound will ever pray, 

Waitbtill LswiSt 

Boston, Aug. 4, 1780. 
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BosToir, Aug. 8, 1780: 

These may oerttfy whom it may Oonoeni that we whose names are hereunto suhscribed 
when prisoners in Koya Sootia, haye reoelred signal Friendship ft kindness from the people 
at Cape Forohn ft in particular from Mr. Wait Still Lewis who was so kind as to bring ns 
from thenoe into this State, free of all oharge, for which instance of kindness we wish he 
may be rewarded with every indnlgenoe from this State that snoh condnot towards Prisoners 
when in Distress deserves. 

Bkoor Pabboks, Oape Anne, 
(In the handwriting of NathI Eij.sbt, Cape Anne, 

Mr, 8«mu«l Sheldon Poole.) Bmijin Bbowhv, Kew London, 

Bdwaad Toldkbot, (?) K. Carolina, 
John Sinkott, Cape Anne, 
W— BussBLLr Portsmouth, 
David MAJxamoj}, Massachusetts. 

Mr. Lewis' petition was granted in Council on the dav it was received. He was permit* 
ted to sell his flsh, purchase the provisions specified ana was given forty days in which to 
oomplete his business and leave the State for Yarmouth.— Ifuss. ArchioeB, VoZ. 176, p. 806-7. 

Boston, August 5th, 1780. 
To the Jummrable Ccwnea of the State qf MaetachiueUe Bay. 
Gent; 
Humblv Sheweth the Petition of Samnel Sheldon Pool, an inhabitant of Cape Forohu in 
XTova Scoua. Whereas sundry articles, the Property of your humble Petitioner were not 
included in the report made to Ctoundl yesterday by wait Still Lewis, Master of a Schooner 
from Cape Forchn. your humble Petitioner would beg leave to represent the same ft pray for 
tiiat indulgence which your honours would be pleased to grant him. The particular articles 
are one hundred and ten Pounds of steel, five Quintals of Cod-fish, ten Grind-stones and 
fifteen Moose Skins. Your humble petitioner would beg leave to dispose of the above 
mentioned Articles, and to carry to CapcForchu, one Barrel of Bum, one Barrel of Molasses 
and ten Bushels of Grain or such Quantity as your honours shall think proper to grant. 
And as in duty bound your humble Petitioner shall ever pray 

Samubl Sheldon Pool. 

State of Massttt Bay, 

Council Chamber, Aug. 7, 1780. 

Bead ft Ordered— That Samuel Sheldon Pool be and hereby is permitted to make sale of 
the articles imported in a Small boat from Cape pursue mentioned in bis Petition and transport 
in said small Boat of about fourteen Tons, One Barrel of Bam, one Barrel of Molasses, ft ten 
Bushels of Grain from Boston to Cape persue aforesaid in Nova Scotia, and the Naval Officer 
for the Port of Boston is hereby directed to grant the Necessary Papers— And All Com- 
manders of Armed Vessels and others belonging to this State are directed, and All com- 
manders of Armed Vessels and others, belonging to any of the United States are requested 
to permit the said Vessel to pass unmolested to Cape pursue with the sidd articles on 
board— This permit not to be in force longer than forty Days from the date hereof. 

Attest 

John Avxbt, D. Scy* 

Mobs* Archiffes, Vol, 176, p. 899. 
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OHAPTBB XVin. 

To the Hon*ble the CauncU oj the State of MoMOjchueetU Bay amd the Hon^hle House of RepreBent" 
atives in Oen. Court Assembled. 

The PetiUon of Jobsph Dsztbb of Liverpool in the Province of Nova Scotia 

Humbly Sheweth 

That npon a (Jomplaint made by one Robert Fostkb to the Gtovemor and Ck>nncil of 
Halifax against yoar petitioner, being charged by said Foster with High Treason, for Aiding 
and Assisting the American Prisoners and procoriDg their Enlargement ; Upon which Oom- 
plaint he was in November last taken up and Gommitted to Gaol in Liverpool 'till he conld 
be carried to Halifax for Tryal, from wliich he fonnd means to make his Escape and came 
to Boston. 

That Afterwards his Wife with Six Ohildren, one at her Breast, Sailed from Liverpool in 
a Schooner bound for Boston, And on their passage were taken by the Schooner Washington 
of Newbury Port, Capt. Preston Commander, the armed Schooner Lyzard, Capt. Blaoklev In 
Company* who carried them into Newbury Port, first taking a number of articles from them 
and distressed his Wife & Children and turned her on Shore at Newbury Port where she 
was destitute of all Friends and Acquaintance. 

That vour petitioner has been informed that the said Bobert Foster was sometime ago a 
Prisoner here and went away in a Cartel Brig whereof Capt. Qodttey was Master, first giving 
Bond with Sureties in the penal Sum of One Thousand Pounds, Conditioned that he would 
not do anything to hurt the American Cause or any of the Friends thereof: Notwithstanding, 
he had not Arrived at Halifax three days before he made the aforesaid Complaint against 
your petitioner, and came himself in the Dead of Night with a Guard and carried mm to 
Prison. 

That your petitioner with his Family are in very distressing circumstances, havinc left 
all their substance behind, and great part of his Sufferings has arisen on Account of his 
Friendly disposition to the American Cause. 

Your petr would humbly Submit to your Honors' consideration whether as the said Fos- 
ter had forfeited his Bonds to the Injury of your petitioner, he ought not to be compensated 
out of the same. 

He therefore humbly prays your Honors would be pleased to take his case into your 
Compassionate consideration, and grant him such relief as your Honors in your known 
Wisdom shall see meet. 

JOSKPH DbXTER. 

Boston, July 28, 1778. 

State of Biassachusetts Bay 

In the House of Bepresentatives, Sept. 3, 1778. 

Whereas Mb. Josbph Dbxtbb, of Liverpool in Nova Scotia has represented to this Court 
the great Sufferings and damages he has undergone in consequence of the Supplys and 
Assistance afforded by him to Prisoners belonging to this State who were in Said JProvince 
of Nova Scotia— Therefore Resolved that the Sum of Sixty Pounds Lawful money be paid 
out of the Pnblick Treasury of this State to Josbph Dbxtbb for the loss of two Boats wliich 
he Lent to the American Prisoners to make their escape, and also in full for all other assist- 
ance afforded to said Prisoners. 

Sent up for Concurrence 

John Pickbung, Spkr. 

Mass. Archivest Vol, 219, i>. 249. 

•It will be noticed that these two American Privateers were the same who Interfered with Messrs. 
Barnes, Pitts and Homer, ss set forth in Chapter yi. 
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Sept. 21, 1778. 

State of the lUsHMhnwtti Baj 

7b ike honnmroMe the OouneU A tht htmMwMe Bouas </ i^^reMfUoti^ea in Oeneral OauH 
auemhledaiBoitm^f^tkeStaiiet^&nmstd^J^prUtlT^^ 

BoBXBT Foenn hnmbly sheweth 

That he is an Inhabitant of the Town of Lnnenbnrgh in the Prorinoe of Nora Scotia 
where he liaih a house & Farm,— That he went down to Lnnenbnrgh in the Year 1775 & 
ptevions to the Oommenoement of Hostilities, Leavinff his Wife & Family in this State, 
where they have remained ever sinoe. That soon after his ArriTal at Lnnenbnrgh the War 
broke ont A the Oommnnioatlon between KoTa Sootia 8t New England oeased, for which 
reason he hath not as yet been able to remove his Wife & Family to Lnnenbnrgh. That after 
reiterated Applications he at length procored a Pass & Flag from the GoTemment of Nova 
Scotia to come np to this State & remove his Wife & Family to Lnnenbnrgh, provided he 
t»nld obtain a License for so doing from this Government. He accordingly chartered a 
Vessel for this sole Purpose ft was on his Passage in her from Lnnenbnrgh to this State, 
when he was met by tne privateer Greyhound belongins to Salem, commanded by cue 
Benjamin Hammond, who captured, took & siezed the sa Cartel on the 9th Day of April 
Instant, notwithstanding he carried a White Flag at his Top Mast Head & was properly 
qualified to proceed as a Oartel Vessel for the Purpose aforesaid. I had done nothing what- 
ever to forfeit that Protection which the Laws of Nations allow to Flaggs of Truce.— That 
«fter the said Hammond had seised the sd Vessel he set all the Hands ashore bat your 
Petitioner, who was determined to accompany his Vessel and seek Relief here for the Outrage 
Committed acainst him: that Said Hammond after bringing the said Oartel into the Port 
of Salem, took from your Petitioner his Papers and made a Prisoner of him; all Which 
Allegations your Petitioner is ready to verefy & prove. He therefore humbly prays that 
said Cartel vessel & Appurtenances may be released & Your Petitioner be permitted to 



shall ever pray 

EOBKBT FOBTKB. 

Mass, Archives, VoL 232, p, U7. 

Mr. Foster's petition was referred to a committee of both honses consisting of Timothy 
Danielson and Bleaser Brooks, of the Council, and MaJ. Washburn, l£a}. Gk>odman and Mr. 
Frazier of the House, for their consideration. In their investigation they were made the 
recipients of the following papers :— 

To the Honourable the OouneU A the Monble House of Bepresentatives for the StcOe of Massachu- 
setts Bay, in Oemral Court Assembled:-^ 

The Committee of Correspondence, Inspection & Safety for the Town of Boston, being 
Greatly concerned for tne public peace and Safety, find themselves obliged to Represent to 
your Honors— That there is a general uneasiness in the minds of the good People of this 
Town on finding that such inimical ft dangerous Persons as Robbut Fostbb late of Kings- 
ton, and Joseph Dennett of this Town, are going at large among us.—Upon information 
given the Committee of the former, he was sent for, examined & Inquiry made concerning 
him & the CommtM being satisfled that he was a dangerous person, sent him to Joseph 
Henderson, Bsqr Commissary of Prisoners, as a Prisoner, with a desire he might be confined, 
notwithstanding which, he IS yet seen going at large. • e • e 

* * * The Committee would only take leave to observe that having as they appre- 
hend, discharged their Duty, and done all in their power to preserve the pnbllck peace and 
safety they would humbly leave it with the Honble Court to take such order in said matter 
as to them in their wisdom may appear necessary. 

By Order of the Committee of Correspondence, Inspection & Safety. 

Saml BuoaLBS, Chairman. 

Boston, Apr 27, 1779. 
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I. JoralfH t}MtnUL,oitjMrfta Age, Late of lAverpool tn Vtcnr% flksotta, Db tetMe ilStV 
that Sometime in the Month of ^OTember Anno Domini One Thonsand Seven hundred oC 
Seventy Seven, Robbbt Fobteb of Liverpool After his return from New England went down 
to Hallifaz in id Province Abovesd and their Made a Gomplaint to a Juetioe of the Peace 
against me as being an Aider & Assistant of the American Oanae A as one GuUtj of High 
Treason, l^ reason of which I was apprehended ft Csrry'd to Prison at Liverpool aboves^r 
In order to be Garry'd to Halifax ft their be Trjd, but found means to make mv Bscape. By 
means of which Oomplaint as aforesaid I have been Oreatly Distressed, haa a Gxlst mlu 
Oonsumed by Vire ft many Other Losses, was Obliged to Leave the Province of Nova 
Scotia, fto. ftc. 

Plymouth, Am. 78, lTf9. Joiteiv Dmnmm made Solenm Oath to the Truth of the aborcr 
Declaration by him Subseribed befdre. 

THOMAt MMMMWt Jut. of Peace. 

To tlu Bumble the ChUneaofthe McMoehuutU B<ttf. 

I the above named Jomsph Dbstbb pray the Interpoeition of the Hoat>le Cknmoil in Hy 
behalf, as 1 Understand that the stf Roaaa^f Foffraa is Now in Boston in a Flag of Tmee fron 
Halifax, more Bspitlally I ain so far Reduced by the Proeecntions of the stf Itobert as to ba 
unable to proceed AgainM him la due €k>iirse ol Law ft Yoor Petfltoner shall ever^ray 

JamfB. DaAraa* 

Plyaionth, Apr. 28, 1779. 

The Oomndttee appointed to oouMder the Fetttioa of Boaan IVama, aa lahabttaat of 
Kova Scotia and the ttemesentatlon of the Oomndtlee of Safe^, ftc of the Town of BoatOD 
respecting said Foster Heport the f<rilowlng Beaolre. 

Tnio. Damiblsoii, pr Oidar. 

State of MassaohiisettB Bay. 

Besolved that the Ooundl of the said State be ft hereby are requested to order tha 
oonflnement of Boa^t^ Fontaa, an Inhabitant of Bova Sootta and a Subject of the Hing of 
great Britain on Board the Guard Ship or in some other plaoe wUoAi they may Jodlge proper 
lor his Safe keeping and as soon as may be send him together with wife and childiaa, now in 
the Town of Kingston^ in this State to Nova Scoftia aforesaid, on his own expense. 
In Council Ara. 28, 1779. 

Bead ft Accepted 

Bent down for Oonimrrenoe 

JooH At^air, D. floy« 
in the House of Bepreseatati^eB. Apr. 28. 17t9. 
Bead ft OoncnrTed 

Jottf Pioxxanrai Spkr. 

In the absenoe of any etidenee to the eontcary It la pra inm able that the order of the 
Council was enforced, and that Mr. Foster was sent back to Nova Scotia with his wife and 
children. Thus his object in visiting Massachnsetts was accompUshedt although tn a diHec 
ant manner than he had intended. At the same time Mr. Dexter's evident desixa lor revenge 
was satisfled, in parti at least, and both had reason to cry " quits.^' 

Hora^The matter ooaiposing this ehapter appears oat of Iti otanmeloilcal older by leasoa of tiM 
fact that it was not dlsoofered in time to be Inserted in its proper place. It should have fonaed a part 
ofObap.XIILr-B.D.P. 
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OHAFTBB XIX. 

7b th» Sbn'hU the OouneU and Son'ble House cf B^^uenUUfveSt of the State of MaeeachueetU 
Bay in Oenl Court Aeeembled at Boston Apr, 1780, 

The Petttiom of Wm . Gbbkmwood of Bttniagton, in tho Provinoe of Nora Sootia 

Homblj Sheweth * 

That your petitionor woat from Banliigtoii to Halifax to procure some neceMarlM for 
hiaoMlf and othors, aad about three Weeks ago as he lay at a Wharff in Halifax with bis 
Boliooner of about Ten Tons, a Man oame Into his Oabbln under pretence to sell him a Shirt 
and soon after another Man oame down with a like pretenoe, and then yoar petn went upon 
Deck and there he saw Six Men, and one of them asked yoar petr to Carry them ap as far as 



their friend, and wonld earrr them where they could get a passafle home (as they said they 



were Americans) or woold bring tiiem home himsell^Aiid the wind being fair Abt Nin« 
o'clock at night he hoisted Sail and went oat of Halifax, and made the best of his Way up 
along to the westward. And when he bad got abont forty leagaes to the Westward they 
TTngratefolly took his Yeesel from him A toned him & another Man ashore after Stripping 
him of all hii Oloaths and Bobbing him of his Money, and went away in her. And yoor 
petr is informed they since arrired in Cssoo Bay. 

That your petr during the whole of this War has been Aiding ft Assisting the Amerioaa 
Prisoners in making their Bsoape, of all which be is able folly to prove. 

Tonr petr therefore hombly Jprays your Honors wonld be pleased to interpose in his 
behalf, And Grant that his Said y essel aad Bffects may be Ordered to be restored to him 

And as in dnty boond shall pray fto. 

Whjuc OuoorwooD. 

fn the House of BepresMitatiTes, May 2, 1780. 

Bead & Hierenpon Ordered that ICajr Cross ft General Warren with each as the Hon'ble 
Board shall join be a Conmdttee to consider the same ft report what is proper to be done 
thereon. 

Bent np for Oonoorrenoe 

Joozr Hasoogx, Spkr. 

In Conndl May 2, 1780. 
Bead ft Coneorred and John Pitts Bsq'r is Joined. 

John AmsT, D. Secy. 

The Committee of both Houses on the petition of William Greenwood report the follow- 
ing resolve. 

Josor Pitts, pr order. 

State of Massachusetts Bay, May 8d, 17S0. 

On the Petition of William Gbbkmwood setting forth that his vessel a small Schooner of 
Ten Tons called the Flying Fish was taken in a very extraordinary manner from him by a 
number of Men he was bringing up to this State ft that the said Vessel is now in Falmouth, 
in the County of Cumberland or in some of the Bastern Counties ft praying relief of this 
Court,— 

Besolved that the prayer of the Petition be so far granted, that the Committees of Corres- 
pondence, Inspection fto for the Counties of York, Cumberland ft Lincoln, or the Committee 
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afonsaid of vaj Town In Bither of the said OonntLes whece the Sohoonar Flying FUh belong- 
ing to said Greenwood is be. & hereby are Impowered ft direoted to take into their poeeeeslon 
the aforesaid Schooner nntill the farther order of the Gtoneral Ooort, and serve the Person 
or Persons, who had her in possession, with a oopy of the Petition & the order of this Gonrt 
thereon, that they may shew canse if any they have, on the seoond Wednesday of the next 
session of the Qeneral Gonrt why the prayer thereof shoold not be granted— 
In OonnoU May 8, 1780. 

Bead & Accepted, 

Sent down lor Ooncanenoe 

JoBH AvasT, D. Scy. 
In the Honse of Representatives, Kay 8d, 1780. 
Bead & Oononrred 

JoBV Havoook, Spkr. 

I, Bachbl Obahduoi, of North Yarmonth [Maine] living on great Ohebeag Island testifir 
& say that in the month of April last six men came to sud Ohebeag in and with a small 
schooner. One called himself Beed another Hooper, another Forbes [or Forbnsh] another 
Jarvis, another Jenks, the others name I do not remember to have neard bnt he was a 
Scotchman, said Beed repeatedly gave the following account in my hearing. He said He 
and all the rest had been prisoners in Halifax Gaol some months ; that at length they dug 
out nnder the Gaol and went down upon a wharf, about eight or nine o'Olock in the Evening, 
in order to find a vessel to make their escape in— That ttiey found said Schooner at said 
wharf & determined to seise her ft come away in her, that his comrades sent him on board 
first, to find how many hands were on board— and that he went accordingly under pretence of 
selling a shirt, that Hooper came on board soon after under pretence of selling a rasor^that 
they found only two on board ft while they were talking in the Gabbln with them the rest 
came on board ft immediately began to Oast off the vessel from the Wharf, upon which He 
the said Beed and Hooper both drew their Bayonets ft told the two men in the Oabbin that 
the vessel was cast off ft drifting out of the harbour, and if they offered to resist they were 
both dead men— upon which, Su. Greenwood, one of the men belonging to the Schooner, 
finding it in vain to resist, offered to pilot the Schooner out, ft they permitted him to take 
the helm, but he ft Hoopcor stood the one on one side ft the other on the other of him with 
drawn Bayonets ft told nim if he run them ashore or offered to speak loud so as to be heard 
on shore he was a dead man. That when they were at sea Greenwood wanted them to go 
ashore at Oape persue to take on board some salt, he telling them he would put them into the 
hold ft keep them secret but that they told him they were not going to trust him ft they 
would not suffer him to go on shore— And that afterwards they put him and another man on 
shore on an Island ft gave them provisions enough to last them till they could get to the 
main, they were all present when Beed told his story ft all agreed In it. And the men that 
purchased the Schooner of them were present when they gave this account. The said 
prisoners said as they lived in different parts of the Gountry ft wanted to get home ft 
money to bear their expenses they should be glad to sell the vessel, upon which the afores'd 
persons bought her— I further say that there was no person aboard by the name of Stanton 
as I then heard, but I have since been informed that said Beed afterwards made some tarry 
in Falmouth ft there changed his name ft called himself Stanton. I further say that the 
account said to have been since given ft sworn to by him, according to the annexed paper is 
very different from what he repeatedly gave in my hearing ft is many parts contradictory 
thereto. 

Bachsl Ghaitdlxr. 

I, Mabt Hamblktok, of North Yarmouth, testify ft say that I did repeatedly hear the 
above named Ueed give the account above mentioned of his ft his comrades escape from 
Hallifax, in presence of the above named Bachel Ghandler ft of the above named persons 
who afterwuds bought the sd Schooner, and heard the said prisoners offer the said Schooner 
to Sale for the reason above given— and said Beed ft the rest constantly declared that they 
took the Schooner by force ft without the leave or Oonsent of said Greenwood— and I also 
declare that the account contained in the annexed paper, said to have been since given on 
oath by sd Beed, by the name of Stanton, is very different from what he frequently gave in 
my hearing and in many instances condicts it. 

her 
Mart X Hamblbton. 
mark 
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^hmLbccUnd m. mnoufh, May M, ITBO, Ihe aforeBAined Baohel Cluindler & Mar^ 
¥Umbletoii made oath to the respeotlTe Depoeitioiis by them Beverally fiUgn'd that they 
^oontsin the truth & Nothing bnt the Truth. 

Oozam Shock Fbbbcah Jnst. Pacii. 

AJLMOOTm may ye 18th, 1780. 

the examination of Wm. Staxtok A Soldier in the Amarican Servioe & was taken Near 
6toney points Oarried Prisoner to halliiax that on or abont the twelfth Day of april Last 
abont nine a Clock at Kiffbt he the sd Wm. with five more went on Bord Gapt. Wm. Green- 
wood's Small Schooner then laying at a warf at hallifaz & Demanded that he would Carry 
tiB up westward as far as the east passage {i. e. Barrington]. That when we told bim we 
belonged to amerioa he readily consented on which he the said Greenwood immediately took 
the hdm & steared the Schooner oat of the harbour ot Hallifaz Sc went into a harboar about 
thirty leagues to the westward of Hallifas & that the said Greenwood took evvry prudent 
measure to prevent our being discovered. He went on shore while our vessel lay M^^und & 
never discovered us to the inhabitants & I realy believe the said Greenwood might have 
taken said Schooner from us if he had been so minded. The next day put to sea ft stood to 
4he westward about five leagues when we met said 0re<*nwood^s l»other in a Shallop with 
three men on board with him & that said Greenwood told us to keep below that we might 
not be discovered by his brother's crew. We proceeded about two leagues further when I 
was called upon deck by four of our Conpany ^ they told me they had agreed to set said 
Oreenwood on shore on a desolate Island to which I would not consent. th*iy also told me 
if they did not set him on sh(Nre they would kill him. Bnt Greenwood telling them if they 
would Let a man that was with him with Ids chest on shear he would carry them to Salem 
on which they promised they would do it but did not comply with their promise, on which 
Gapt. Greenwood shewed them a permit he had from the Council of Massachusetts Bay, & 
when they thought they could mot make a prise of her they insisted on killing said Green- 
wood ft tie man that was with him, on which I beged they would not but set them on shore, 
on which they said thev would set him on shore if he would go, if not they would kill bim, 
on which I went into toe Cabbin & gave him to understand there was a plot & made signs to 
him to go on shore, he then beged of them to set him on Shore so that he might get to his 
family with his chest which they refused to give him but set him on shore after demanding 
his money with a cockd pistol at his breast, which he Delivered. We then persued our 
oourse to Casco Bay, bnt on our passage I told them said Greenwood would recover his 
Vessel again, two of them. via. Thomas Hooper of Beverly ft William Forbush of Salem, said 
if lie came to Salem Marblehead or Boston they would knock him on the head ft throw him 
over the Wharfe, on which I dare not say any more, ft when we arrived at Oasoo Bay they 
•old the 84 Schooner for Five Thousand Dollars.* 

his 
WnxM. X Staxton. 
mack 

Cumberland SS. 
May ye 18th 1780. then 

Willm Stanton appeared ft made oath to the Truth of the foregoing declaration sworn 
before me. 

JnomiAH Pbbbls, Jus. pads. 

I, Jacob Cubtis, living on Great Chebeag Island in Casco Bay testify and say the same 
day that one James Reed (as he then called himself) and others came there in a small 
schooner last April, he heard them say at Mr. Jonathan Cbaneller*s house, that they took 
said schooner at Halifax by force about nine o^clock one evening in order to make their 
escape from Halif a x where they had been prisoners, that one Greenwood, who was one of 
the men belonging to the Schooner, when he found be could not help himself, offered to 
pilot them out, but they suspected to run them ashore, if they had not have known as well as 
he. but that they prevented him, ft afterwards coming up they put him and other man 
belonging to the Schooner ashore. They shewed me a Clearance which they said they found 

n>epreolated Cnrreney. 
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on t>oafd & It Watf of the tenor of that hereunto uiDe»d, A from tbenoe an^theptt i B qn f fbfiB 
& appeazanoe of the same, I have no doabt the Qlearanoe annexed Is the same they shew dm 

Jacob Cte^ttt. 

Camberland as. Falmouth, May dd 1780 the above-named Jaoob Curtis made Oath to the 
Truth of the above Deposition by him. Sign'd 

Coram JfiNoeft AumciH, JuA. FaotK. 

Fort of Halllf az« 

Thefe are to certify all conoemed. That Wm. 
Chreem^ood Master or Commander of the 
SfuUlop Pesfffv Burthen 9 Tons 

Bound for BamingUm Having on Board 

BaUatt and Stores 

end Pishing Oeer 
Hath Bntered and Cleared at this His Majesty's 
Cnftom-Houf e in HaUifca 
acoerding to Law. 

Oiven under our Hand« and 8eal« of Office, 
this 4M Day of AprU in the 20th Year of the 
Beign of our Sovereign Lord GBOBGS thb 
TflntD, KzNQ or O&bat Bbitain &c Jmoque 
Dimini 1780 

CBhort Oleanuioe.] 

(Subscribed Is an illegible signature which might possibly stand for *' I. Claypole, Comp.,^ 
While on the other side is written the following,— 

" This is the paper referred to by Jaoob Curtis In his Deposition said to be annexed.*' 

Attest Bhoob Fbbbcah, Just. Fsois. 

State of Massachusetts Bay 

To the honourable the eouncU and house of Representathes of said State in great and general 
Court assembled. 

humbly shew Daioxl Wtkb of Falmouth, in the County of Cumberland, Marineri 
Nathajt BtroxNAK, of said Falmouth, Yeoman, David Chahblbb ft Exubbn Koblb, both of 
North-Yarmouth in said County, Teomen, in answer to the petition of William Creenwood, 
That when the prisoners mentioned in his petition arrived at great Chebeag Island in Casoo 
Bay in and with said Schooner by him called the flying fish, but by a Clearance found on 
board called the Peggy— they uniformly and repeatedly declared that they had been long 
American prisoners in HalliOkx Gaol, that at length they dug out under the Gaol ft about 
hine o'clock in the evening went down on a wharf with design to seise some vessel ft make 
their escape, that they accordingly found ft seized the above schooner by force against the 
will and without the consent of the two men they found on board ft compelled sd Green* 
wood to pilot them out and afterwards put him and the other man on shore. That they lived 
in different parts of the continent and wanted to get home and money to bear their expenses 
and therefore would be glad to sell the Vessel, whereupon your Memorialist deeming said 
Schooner to be a lawful prize, as much with a view to oblige the American prisoners as to 
benefit themselves, purchased said schooner, and took a power [of Attorney ?J from them to 
libel ft get her condemned j that they accordingly have libelled her and the time of tryal, by 
continuance, is on the 22d of June current :-^ Your Memorialists further say they have gooa 
reason to think the account given by said Greenwood, that he voluntarily undertook to 
bring away said prisoners, to oblige them at their request, ft that they afterwards rose ft 
took the vessel from him ungratefully and in breach of good faith, is utterly false, ft that 
they shall be able to make it appear so in a tryal in a maritime court, ft on the contrary that 

•nils document is a printed blank, the italioised words beliig written. 
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theflald nrlBonen Mi^ed ft bnought away the said soliooner Ify loroe with darign to make a 
lirixe of her, as aforte'd. That thia ajppean highly probable from aome things oonfessed hv 
Mid Greenwood in hie Petition, he therein declaring that one of the men said he would kill 
or be killed— and that another of them came on board under pretence of telling a shirt, both 
whioh plainly show a design of carrying her away by force. 

Your memorialistB further show that this Schooner is the same which the said Greenwood 
purchased in this State by leave of the court, & Under a pretence that he would go immedi* 
ately to Barrington ft bring up his family ft effects, he got a permit to carry down a quantity 
of Corn, but instead of returning agreeable to his permit, he tarried there all Winter ft in 
tiie SpriniE carried a Cargo of potatoes to Hallifaz, with which the enemy was probably 
supplied ft from the circumstance of fishing G^eer being found en board ft of his having a 
quantity of salt in a neighboring harbour which he wanted to take on board, it is very 
probable he intended then to go on a fishing voyage instead of cooling to this State, and 
only use his permit as a protectton from American Frivateers. 

Your Memorialists further humbly conceive that they have such an interest in said 
Schooner by said purchase, as entitles them to a tryal in a due course of Law by a Jury 
whether said Capture was lawful or not ft whether consequently said schooner is a lawful 
prise or not and numbly hope this honourable Court will not take anv such order respecting 
the matter as will of Consequence deprive them of a regular and fair tryal in the proper 
Courts erected by the legislature for the determination of Causes of thiB nature, but that 
they will dismiss the said petition, your memorialists readilv consenting that said Green- 
wood may file his claim in the maritime court, at any time ft have the same advantage by it 
as if it were filed in season. 

And your Memorialists as in duty bound shall ever pray ftc. 

Katkah Bucxkax 
for himself and in behalf 
[No date given] of sd Wyxb ft Chahduu 

ftNOBLB. 

In Council June 7, 178D— Bead ft Ordered— 

That Daniel Davis Ssqr, with such as the Hon'ble House shall appoint, be a Committee 
to take into consideration the Petition of William Greenwood ft Answer thereto, hear the 
parties and report what may be proper to be done thereon. 

Sent down for Concurrence 

JoHv Avsay, D. Scy. 

In the House of BepresentativeB, June 7, 1780. 

Bead ft Concurred ft Mr. Nichols ft Genl. Farley are Joined. 

Kakhii Gobhah, Speaker pro. Tem. 

The Committee of both Houses on the Petition of William Greenwood, Beport by way of 
Besolve. 
State of Massachusetts Bay, June 8, 1780. 

on the petition of William Greenwood Setting fourth that Six men Came on board his 
Schooner flying'fiah then Lying at a Wharf in Hanfax Harbour ft after being informed they 
were American Prisoners he agreed to Carry them where they could git a Passage home or 
bring them himself and accordingly came to Sail and made the best of his way. that on their 
Passage the said Prisoners in a very ungrateful manner took his schooner from him ft after 
robbing him of his money and stripping of his Cloaths, Set him on Shore ft carried away said 
Schooner with everything on board ft afterward they arrived at Casoo Bay. And Whereas 
the Said Schooner is since Libelled in the Maritime Court in the Eastern District of this 
State, and this Court on the third day of May last passed a Besolve empowering ft direct* 
ing the Committees of the Counties of York, Cumberland or Lincoln to take the said 
Schooner into their Custbdy ft by virtue of said Besolve Still hold her in their possession ft 
the Trial in the maritime Court is continued to a future Dav ft it appearing to this Court 
that the said William Greenwood by his kind and friendly treatment of a Number of 
Amertoan Ptisonen for several yean past hath proved himself a uniform friend to this ft the 
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TToitod States & the adTeree Party having been fully heard & deeiring the matter may bQ 
tally determined by this Oonrt 

therefore resolved 

That the Persons who may have the same Vessel in their Cnstody deUver her to the said 
WUllam Greenwood & that no farther Proceedinin be had in the Maritime Ck>art on tiie 
Libel aforesaid, the said Greenwood filing in said Court on or before the Day appointed for 
the aforesaid Trial a Ck>py of this Besolve. 

In CouncU June 13th, 1780. 

Bead & Aooeptsd 

Bent Down for Oonourrence _ _ 

JoBV Ayset, D. Seo. 

In the House of Bepresentatives, June 18, 1780. 

Bead ft Ck>nourred 

JOHV HaXCOGKi Spkr. 

Ifswiob, Tuesday BlTom. 
Sir. 

The Bearer of this, lir. Greenwood, Is a person who by his attachment to the Cause of 
the United States ft his Generosity in private Life has I think merited the Assistance ft 
mroteotlon of every American. If it should be in your power to assist him in recovering a 
Vessel whioh he has lost you will without doubt be disposed to do it. 
Any kindness Shewn him will be considered as a favour to yr humble 

Servt JovA. FuHxa. 
Capt Moans Bbowh. 

To theSimble thB CtouneU A Bourn of BepresmUaUon ^ the 8UUe if MimaokimtU Bo;^. 
The Petition of Wiluam GRXurwooD humbly sheweth 

That he has a grateful sense of the obligations he is under to the Honble Court for their 
attention to his late unhappy case when deprived of his property by men, who. he was 
endeavoring to serve from a principle of humanity to them ft regard to his Country (for such 
he considers this State) and ordering that part of his property so taken, the Vessel, to he 
restored to him— 

Humbly craves the further attention of the Honble Court that they would permit him to 
return with his Vessel to his Family at Nova Sootla» and he as in duty bound will ever 
pray fto« 

WZLLM. GbSBVWOOD. 

State of Massachusetts Bay, 
In Council June 14, 1780. 

On the Petition of William Gbeenwood praying that he may be permitted to return to 
Kova Scotia with his Schooner called the Flying Fish 

Besolved that the Prayer of the Petition be granted, ft that the aforesaid WllUam Careen- 
wood be and hereby is permitted to return to Nova Scotia with his said Vessel, Flying Fish; 
and all Commanders of Armed Vessels belonging to this State are ordered, and those belong- 
ing to any of the United States are recommended not to molest or impede the said Green- 
wood on nia return to Nova Scotia. 

Sent down for Conourrenee 

JoBN Avanv. D. Soy. 

In the House of Bepresentatives, June 14, 1780. 
Bead ft Concurred, 

John HAsroooK« Spkr. 
ifoM. Archiveo, Yol, 226, isp. 219-287; 254^. 
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OHAFTBB XX. 

Whereas many and great inoonvenienoes hare arisen In consequence of permits beins 
Slanted to a number of persons belonglsg to Nova Scotia, for the purpose of bringing their 
efPects from thence into this State, and availing themselyes of said permits ooutrttry to the 
original design thereof. 

Therefore Besolvedi That from and after the fifteenth day of June next, all such permits 
shall be null and Toid.— I/om. Archhea, Vol. 228, p. 12: Jtewlvts of Mass. Chap. CCXCIX, 1780: 
Beoords of the Orwt and General Courts May 5, 1780. 



To the BonouTQbU the CouncU of the State of Maeaaehueette Bay. 
The Petition of Bbnjamxn Babnasd of Gape Forsew, Merchant, 

Humbly Sheweth, 

That your Petitioner previous to the War removed from Salem to Gape Forsew, where 
he hath ever since carried on the fishery ; and been Accustomed to purcnase the supplies 
that were Necessary for his Business there, in this State with the Fish and other Articles 
brought from thence ; whereby his Gouuezions in Trade as well as his Friends have Always 
been, and are in this State, but that by Means of the War, he hath met with great Difficulties 
in Obtaining Supplies for his Family and dependants— That he lately fitted out a small 
Vessel at Gape Forseu at his own Expense, tho' he had previously determined to come in 
another for the purpose of bringing to Salem twelve Americans, who had been taken 
Prisoners, and carried to Nova Scotia, and that he arrived with them at Salem the present 
Month— that under the Permission of your honors,* he brought with him a Quantity of Salt, 
which he has disposed of in this State— Your Petitioner presented a Petition to this Honble 
€henl Assembly towards the Glose of their Last Sessions praying that he may have license to 
carry with him three Hogsheads of Bum, three Hogsheads of Molasses, one Hogshead of 
Sugar, and Sixtv Bushelb of Gorn, which was granted & the Resolution sent up to the 
Honble Board who were pleased to Non-concur the same— if your honors should think the 
Quantity too large, he would submit it to your Honors Gonsideration to reduce the Quantity 
of said Articles and to be under any Restrictions that your honors should think just— he 
begs leave to assure your Honors that the Inhabitants of Gape Forsue are in great Friend- 
ship with the People of this State as he can fully prove and demonstrate to your Honors, and 
he desires this Indulgence with the only View of procuring Supplies for his Family and 
Dependants there. That he hath always been attached to the Interest of his Gouutry and 
from Time to Time rendered every Service in his Power and consistent with his Safety— And 
in particular he hath often at great Risque and Bxpence relieved, supplied and forwarded 
to this and the Neighboring States many Americans, who have been Prisoners in Nova 
Scotia— Wherefore your Petitioner humbly solicits this Honorable Gouncil to take the 
premises into their wise Gonsideration & to grant him Permission as Aforesaid. And as in 
Duty bound will ever pray &c. 

Benjamin Babnasd. 

Boston, May 8, 1780. 

Following is a list of the Americans returned to Massachusetts by Mr. Barnard. 

Messrs. Timothv Gutler Odin, John Wardell and Thomas Newcombe, of Boston: Gapt. 
Samuel Dugard and three of his crew, of Marblehead ; Qeorge Thompson and Edward Bass, 
of Newburv; Simon Bradstreet, of Portsmouth; and a Mr. '* Clemens" and two seamen 
belonging in Gonnecticut. 

«8ee permit granted Benj. Barnard Nov. 27, 1779, atito. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SaiiEH, Ifay 8, 17S0. 
Sir: 

Just on the Oonrt rlalnff last Friday a resolve passed the House on the petition of 
Benjamin Barnard (praying for liber^ to carry certain Articles to Yarmouth In Nova Scotia) 
If the resolve was concurr^ by the Oouncll you will oblige me as well as Mr. Barnard by 
f omlshlng him with a copy. I suppose such care was taken, to guard against imposition In 
wording Uie Resolve that no difficulty would take place ac the Board— when he applied to 
the Secretaiv's Office last Saturday he was left In doubt whether the resolve was negatived 
or not then nnished. I am 

Sir» 

yoor Humble Servant, 

Jomr PiCKBBizro. 
John Avery, Esq. 

On the following day (May 9, 1780) the Oouncll granted Mr. Barnard's petition, allowing 
him to transport the supplies specified by him to Yarmouth, and directing all commanders of 
armed vessels in the service of the State to allow him to pass unmolested.— IfoM. Archives, 
FoZ. 171, p. ICW. 



May 24, 1780. Ansbl Caosbt, of Yarmouth, petitions for leave to depart for his home In 
Kova Scotia and to carry with him, in the Shallop ** Sally " 150 lbs sugar, 4 bbls cider, 40 bu. 
oom, 3 bbls rum, 1 hhd molasses, 100 lbs each of tobacco, rice and cotton wool, and 1 bbl 
pork. Granted same day.— if(M9. Archives, Vol. 176, p. 387. 



May 24, 1780. Nbhbhiah Patch, of Yarmouth, petitions the (skneral Oonrt, setting forth 
that having received permission of the Oourt on Deo. 7th 1779 (q. v.) to go to Nova Scotia and 
carry sundry articles with him, the vessel in which he sailed was obliged to leave them 
behind, and in her passage was wrecked at Oape EllEabeth, near the present Portland, Me. ; 
that he had returned to Boston, and now prays the permission of the Oourt to depart for his 
home and to carry the same articles with him as previously permitted, in a vessel he has 
recently purchased, (the ** Sally ") which petition was granted in Oouncll on the same 
day.— iToM. Archives, Vol. 176, p. 389. 



State of Massachusetts Bay. 

To the Honorable the Councii A iM Borible the House of Representatives, in General Court 

Assembled. 
The Petition of Alszaitdkb Bain of Nova Scotia 

Humbly Sheweth, 

That belDg continually subject to the depredations of American Armed Vessels, he is 
inclined U> think he shall be more secure to remove with his Family and Effects into this 
State ; he therefore prays that this Honourable Oourt will be pleased to grant him a pennlt 
to go to Nova Scotia, and return with his Family and Effects into this State and he as in 
du^ bound will pray any Time between the date hereof and the Fall. 

AliBZ^in>BB Baix. 

Boston, Hay 30th, 1780. 

In accordance with the Resolve of May 5, 1780, as printed at the beginning of this chapter 
this petition was refused. It is Indorsed " Referred to the next session," but the petition 
was never acted upon further.— ifoM. Archives, Vol, 186, p. 196. 
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Kotwithatending the refusal of this Gonrt to grant lir. Bain's petition, the next petitioner 
lor the same priTllegea was more fortunate, thus :~ 

3b <Ae Eimble the Council and EonbU H&uie qf BqpreMntatives, of the State q/ Mauackusetts Bay, 
in Omeral Court assembUd ai Boston May 81, 1780. 

The Petition of Dayid Pbabl, of Yannonth, in the Province of Nova Scotia 

Hnmbly Sheweth, 

That yoor Petitioners late Father Timothy Pearl of Windham in the State of Oonneotioat 
deceased by his last Will left yoor petitioner, One Hnndred Ponnds of good and lawfol 



bands of the Bxeootor, Vist his Brother Philip Pearl. And as Tonr petitioner intended to 
return from ^OTa Soooa with all his other Effects and settle in New England as soon as he 
Can Settle his Business there, which he Supposes he shall be able to do in the Oourse of the 
ensuing Summer, if he can obtain the leave of this Hon'ble Court. 

Your petitioner therefore humbly prays your Honors would be pleased to grant him a 
permit to go to Yarmonth aforesaid to settle his Private Business there, and that he may be 
allowed to carry with him One Cask of Bum, one Cask of Molaases, one Cask of Sugar, and 
Sixteen or Eighteen Bnshells of Gom, which he has lately purchased in Boston; And Tour 
petitioner will EDgage to bring up One hundred and Bighfy weight of good Beaver, which 
shall be devoted to the Board of War ; and as your petitioner is Informed that the Officers of 
this State's Line in Camp are in great want of Hats, he flatters himself this Honble Court 
will indulge him the Articles requested as that he may be enabled to get the Furs which he 
assures your Honors is alreadv by him Engaged ; and that the necessanes petitioned for will 
about discharge the residue of the Debt he has contracted for the Beaver & bear his other 
Family Bxpences : Your petr being ready to give Bond that the Board of War shall have the 
said Quantity of Fur (which by sundry persons intimations they are very desirous of pro- 
cnring) and any other articles of his own property they mav want. 

Your petitioner would beg leave to further inform this Hon'ble Court, that his Family 
consists of Six persons and that the Stores requested after paying his arrearages for the Fur 
will be but very little more than sufficient to Supply them up & himself down. 

And as in duty bound shall pray 

DavIb Pmasl. 

Boston, June 1, 1780. 

State of KassBchusetts Bay. 

In the House of Bepresentatives, June 7, 1780. 

On the Petition of David Pbabl, praying that he may have liberty to go to Yarmouth in 
Nova Scotia and carry certain effects with him, and return with his family into this State, 

Resolved, That the prayer of the Petition be so far fcranted that the said David Pearl 
have liberty to go to Yarmouth aforesaid, and to carry with him Provision necessary for his 
Passage there and bring off his Family and Effects, to this State. 

And all armed Vessels of this State are required, and the armed Vessels of the United 
States of America are requested not to molest said David Pearl in going to and returning 
from Yarmouth aforesaid with his Family & Effects. 

Sent up for Concurrence, 

Kath Gobham, Spkr pro. Tern. 

In Council, Jane 7, 1780. 

Bead ft Concurred, 

JoHV AvEBT, D. Scy. 
Mau. ArcMoes, Vol. 228, p. 182-4. 

I am indebted to Mr. George S. Brown for the information that lir. Pearl was a resident 
of Yarmouth in 1781, when his wife gave birth to a child. It is very probable that Mr. Pearl 
removed, soon after this event, to his old home in Connecticut. Whether the Board of War 
xeoeived the promised Beaver or not, does not appear. 
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OHAFTEB XXI. 

To ihe Memben of the Cfreat and General Court of the State of the Massachuiette Bay JioUien al 
Boston, Neio England, 

GmTLEKBM, 

I having some time ago applied to your Honours In like Oiroamstanoes, for redress ; and 
the human treatment then received encourages me to make application to 700 now, for it is 
well known, and can be proved bj incontestible evidence, tnat as I have all alonff, so I 
still do retain my former Principals, I mean my good will towards, and my best Bndeavors 
to screen, releave, and convey away out of Danger, such americans as have from time to 
time, at home, and elsewhere, came to my knowledge, and whom I have served to the 
utmost of my Power, as far as Circumstances and my abilities would admit, and so far have 
I proceeded therein, as to Risque the Loss of my Property, Liberty, and even Life itself, for, 
I nave been confined a prisoner on board three of their Ships of war since I was last here 
Vizt Dossen, the Scarborough, and the Albany, and have been imprisoned In St. Johns and 
at Hallifax, I was imprisoned in the Provess among the Americans, they accounting me as 
one of tbem, and all for my Assisting distressed Americans. I shall here set down a few of 
the many I have by one way and nleans or other, to tde utmost of my Power and abilities, 
assisted, since I was in any one of these States. Gapt. Bdmond Lewis and numbers with 
him, Capt. John Colyer & his Grew, Gapt. Joseph Salter and his Grew, Gapt. Thomas 
Steaven all of 3f arblehead, Gapt. Parker of Machias, Gapt. Willis and his Grew and many 
others I never saw before, and wish I never may again in like wretched Gircnmstanoes. 
Nor have I ever purchased any Provisions of any kind whatever, to carry out of any one of 
these States not even for my own Gonsumption, and I let one Parker & Gapt, Hlngeson 
have Eighty Dollars at Bagaduce.* 

And if any Man on this Gontinent will appear, and prove that I have been inimical to 
these Scates, or have injured any one individual thereto belonging, I will suffer the loss of 
all I have, and of your favour. Nay even of my Life, but I can bring many to prove the 
Gontrary— As I was off of Mt. Desert being bound home in a small Vessel of about Blghteen 
Tons, havinff on board Four Thousand and i of Boards, One Barril of Flour; one hundred 
wt Pork, and Two bushels Gorn, all my own Property; I fell in with Gapt. Westing, who 
being in want, I let have near half of my Provisions, and then he discnarged me. soon 
after two whale Boats came up with me. One being Gapt. Gornelius Thompson of Salem, and 
Gapt. Sanders of Gape Ann, who being deaf to all I said to them in Relation to my Friendly 
deportment towards America, and the favours I had received from your honors, detain'd 
me, and my Property, and also took from me what money I had, and have bro't me here, 
trusting and confiding in your goodness, and knowing your detestation of such inhumanity, 
your Petitioner once more lays himself at your Feet humbly praying your honours again to 
undertake for him, and Orant him his Liberty and Property restored to him and if it be 
consistent with your Judgement to give and grant him a free Fishins Pass, I will wholly 
devote myself to that Business, and wul come under sufficient Bonds that eveiy Quintle of 
Sish I catch shall be brought into these States, only what may be necessary fbr my own 
Gonsumption excepted, your Gompliance, Oentlemen, with the assistance of Provideiioe 
will continue me in Gircumstances to do you Service (and consequentlv much more than I 
could possibly do for you were I among you) as long as my life and this unnatural Gontest 
shall continue, and will greatly oblige the Subscribers (who either by Fame, and many by 
their own Joyful Bzperience, can attest to the above) and, Gentlemen, your honours de- 
voted. Loyal, and very humble Servant, 

John 2iAQ&iLT. 

Signed by ANTHOirr Tusnkb and 67 other inhabitants of Biarblehead. 
• •• Majorbagaduce,".the ancient name of Gasttne, Me. 
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Stote of MaisaohiiBetti Bay 

In the Honae of BepreieiitefeiYM, Jmne 15, 1780. 

On the Petition of Johh MoOeat, an Inhabitant of Yarmonth, in Nova Scotia, taken & 
oapter'd by two whale boats, one being oommanded by Oapt. Gornelios Thompson of Salem, 
and the other Oommanded by Oapt. Sanders of Oape Anne Praying for Leave to retnm to 
Nora Scotia witii his Veasell and Effects, &c— it appearing to this Oonrt that the Said 
Hc0ray has approTed himself to the United States of America, by relleying many of onr 
nnfbrtnnate Fnsoners when Oaptiyated br their nnnatnral Enemies 

Tnerefore 

Besolyed that the Prayer of the Said Petition 
be ao ftff nanted as that the abore said John McGray haye leave to return to Nova Scotia 
with his V essel and Effects as Boon as may be, and it u earnestly recommended to the afore- 
named Oomelins Thompson & Oapt. Sanders to Deliver the Said McOray his Vessel and 
Effects, And the Oommanders of all armed Vessels ft others belonging to this State are 
hereby Directed to Suffer the Said McOray to Pass with his Vessel and Effects for the 
Porpose above mentioned unmolested and it is hereby reconunended to the Oommanders of 
all vessells belonging to the United States or any of them to let the Said ICcOray Pass for 
the Purpose above Expressed without Hendrence. 

Sent up for Oonooxrence 

JoBV Hahoook, Bpki. 
In OouncU June 15th, 1780. 

Bead ft Concurred, 

John Av^bt, Dpy. Scy. 
Mas$. Arehlvest Vol 228, p. 20M. 



To the ffonble the OouneU and the Honble Bouse of .S^retentat<t7e« €f the State of Massachusetts 

Bay in General Oourt AssemJlHed al Boston^ May 81, 1780. 
The Petition of Jobxah Pobtkb of Yarmouth, in the Province of Nova Bootia, 

Humbly Sheweth 

That your petitioner has Constantly and Uniformly since the Commencement of the 
nresent Cmel war done all in his power to Aid and Assist the American Cause, by Be- 
lieving ft Assisting American Prisoners taken bv the British Forces and brought into Kova 
Scotia. That he has at Sundry times released American Prisoners from their Captivity and 
brought them to this State for which he has Several times been called to Account ft Suffered, 
besiaes which your petitioner's Son Josiah has actually been in the Service of this State for 
some time past, for all which your petr humbly conceives this Honble C}ourt will be dis- 
posed to grant him some indulgencies.— And as he is about going down to Yarmouth and 
wants with the leave of this Honble Court to carry with him about Thirty bushels of Orain, 
a Small Quantity of Bum Sugar and Molasses about Two hundred weight of Tobacco a few 
barrels of Cyder and some Provisions 

Your petitioner therefore humbly prays your Honors would be pleased to Grant him a 
permit to Export the Articles aforesaid to said Yarmouth, in some Vessel bound there with 
Liberty to return back into this State with all his Effects 

And as in Duty bound shall pray ftc 

JOSIAH POBTKR. 

Boston, June 3, 1780. 

Hr. Porter's petition was granted June 20, 1780. 

Mass, Archives^ Vol. 228, p. 345-6. 



The next document to be reproduced in this series is one which was undoubtedly of the 
most vital importance to onr people, who mast have received the news of its enactment with 
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gnat satifltectlon. It is very evident that It was framed in their hehaU, and its promulga- 
tion by the Great and (General Oonrt of MaMachoaettB refleote credit upon that body. 

There certainly was need of enoh legislation. Many of the priTateers from the New 
England ports infesting the provinoial shores, emboldened by their snooessf ol warfare upon 
an anresisting, defenseless people, contrary to all the laws of men and nations, and in 
violation of every principle of humanity. Justice and right, had aroused the indignation of 
the real patriots of Ifassaohusetts by their continued outrageous and atrocious conduct, 
which brought upon their cause the stigma of shame and dishonor. Hence the following 
resolve was passed by both Houses. Its enactment was but one step in the right direction, 
however, for it does not appear to have been very effectually enforced. 

State of Massachusetts Bay 

In the House of Bepresentatives, June 2Q, 1780. 

Whereas it appears to this Oourt that Several small privateers have committed many 
Bobberies above high water mark, on the Inhabitants of Nova Scotia,— Therefore,— 

Besolved, That this Court do highly disapprove the Conduct of any persons belonging 
to, and Commissioned from, this State, in the Duslness of privateering who have committed 
any such Bobberies aforesaid. And also Besolved, That when any Commissions shall be 
given out in future to small armed Vessels, they give good & sufficient Bonds for the purpose 
of preventing such evils again taking place. 

Sent up for Concurrence 

John Havcogk, Spkr. 
In Council, June 22, 1780, 

Bead & Concurred 

Jomr AvEBT, D. Scy. 

Mass. ArcMoeSt Vol. 228, p. 391-2; Acts and Reaolves of Mass. 1780, Chap, dii.; Oourt 
Records, June 22, 1780. 
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OHAPTSB ZXn. 

The pefeltion of Avnu. Obosbt to the Honble Goancll Hnmblj Sheweth— that he has 
letarned from Gape nnne In Nora Sootla in a small Boat of fifteen tons, laden with dry fish, 
and that he earnestly implores the Honble Board to mnt him permission to transport a few 
boshells of Com to said place for the maintenance of his family and the friends of America 
resident there :^he also assures the Board that his mottves are friendly to America;— that he 
contributed all in his power to promote her felidty, and doubts not that his indigence will 
plead powerfully in his favour towards an indulgence; and as in duty bound he will eyer 

AVSKL OSOSBT. 

State of Massachusetts Bay, 

Oouncil Ohamberi Aug. 8, 1780. 
Bead & Ordered that Ansel Crosby be and hereby is permitted to transport in a small 
Boat of about fifteen Tons, twenty five Bushls of Com, 2 Bis of Bum, 2 Do Tobacco, 1 Do 
Sugar, 1 Do Molasses, one hundred of Bice, from Boston to Cape persue in the Province of 
Nova Scotia, and the Naval Officer for the Port of Boston is hereby directed to grant the 
Necessary Papers.— And All Commanders of Armed Vessels and others belonging to any of 
the United States are requested to permit the Said Vessel to pass unmolested to Cape persue 
with the Said Articles on Boards This permit not to be in force longer than forty Days from 
the date hereof. 

Attest 

Jho. Avbbt, Dy. Scy. 
JfoM. Archives f Vol, 176, p. 80G. 



7b the Honble Council of the Mas$achtt$etU State. 

Humbly sheweth the petition of Stbfhbn Bldbidob That he having the strongest attach- 
ment to the Country whion gave him birth, and Feling A Friendly Disposition towards his 
Countrymen Hath in many instances been helpful To prisoners when in distress & hath 
himself Convey'd Numbers to their Bespective nomes In this State which can be made to 
Appear: Upon which Account your humble Petitioner Would pray for Liberty to Trans- 
port To Cape Forchue two Hds Tobacco one Barrel Bum and one Barrel Sugar. 

Stxphxn Bld&edob. 
State of Masachusetts Bay, 

Council Chamber, Aug. 8, 1780. 
Bead & Ordered that Stephen Bldridge be & hereby is permitted to transport two Hhds 
of Tobacco. One Barrel of Bum and one Barrel of Sugar in a small Boat from Boston to Cape 
pursue in tne Province of Nova Scotia, etc. etc— IfoM. Archives, Vol, 176. 



To the luynbh Council of the State of Massachusetts Bay. 

FumcAH Gabdrbb most respectfully sheweth— That till a few years since, he was an 
inhabitant of these States and was born and bred in these parts, and from family connections 
& local circumstances has always been firmly attached to his native country, and, tho' an 
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ezpeotation of saocetsfol bnBiness oalled him to Nova 8ootla, yet there, dnring the present 
war, he has exhibited many friendly dispositions & actions to tiie American canse: & 
notorious is it to many inhabitants of the Town of Boston that your petitioner, the last 
winter, was so far active as that he took upon his protection the commander & crew of an 
American Schooner that was cast on shore at Gape Sable, & provided them with the 
necessaries of life dnrins a rigoroos season 8c bro't them in the sprint, in his own sloop to 
Portsmouth. In genenu your petitioner has been known to exert mmself during his resi- 
dence at Cape Sable. Having been there reduced by means of the present War he cas been 
encouraged Dy a consciousness of his being well known to many persons here, to bring up in 
a small Shallop a few dumb fish ; that with them he might procure a few articles of con- 
venience, he prays that he may accordingly dispose of them, purchase some West India 
Oommodoties and be permitted to return with them to Oape Sable 
As in Duty will ever pray 

Fbkeham Gabobteb. 

N. B.— The articles the petitioner would purchase, are the following 

10 bushels Oom, 
3 barrels Tobacco, 
2 do Bum, 
1 do Molasses, 
1 do Shugar, 

This certifies I have every reason to to believe what is couched In the within petition. 
I am knowing to the petitioner's having bro't the . prisoners he there mentions to Ports- 
mouth, & other exhibitions of his friendship to us. 

JOSLiH BOBBBIia. 

Mr. Gardner's petition was granted in Council Aug. 9, 1780— JfoM. Archive, VoU 1T6, 
p. 616. 



Aug. 10, 1780— David Wood, " a resident of Yarmouth in Hova Scotia, a place well 
known to be attached to this Country and its Cause," petitions for leave to sell a quantity of 
fish and to transport the proceeds invested in supplies to his home. Granted in Council 
Aug. 11, 1780. 

Mass, Archives, Vol. 176, p. 635. 



State of Massachusetts Bay. 

7b tJie E&nble Council of Said State, sitting in Boston Aug'st 1780. 

The Petition of Jbait Bafeibtb D'Abaddb, a Subject of his most Christian Majesty* & 
now holding a Commission under the Congress of the United States, in behalf of SoiiOxon 
BiDBB of Yarmouth in Nova Scotia, Mariner, humbly shews 

That the said Solomon Bider is an inhabitant of Yarmouth, about sixty leagues to the 
Westward of Halifax, that from the commencement of the War with Great Britain, he has 
by a uniform conduct, manifested a friendly disposition to the Cause of the United States of 
America, & his situation with his inclinations, has given him the Opportunity of repeating 
essential services to the American and French Prisoners that have at different Periods been 
in captivity at Halifax & other parts of Nova Scotia. At the risque of his life & the means 
of his subsistence, the said Solomon, hath repeatedly harboured, concealed, aided in the 
escape of, & brought into some port within this State, both French & American Prisoners, 
who have been fortunate enough to have made their escape from the Prisons in Halifax, & 
in their flight have thrown themselves into his house for shelter. Owing to their pressing 
solicitations & assurances, he has kept for that purpose a small Shalfop named the Sea- 
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flower, & which for thai po rp eae he hM emplojed four diifeient timet being ezpoeed to 
capture not only to the Britlsn Cralsere, bnt the Amerioeii alec^In Janiuury s June, 1777, 
In Jannary 1778 ft abont ten or tweatj daye since the eaid Solomon landed fonr different 
parcels of Prisoners, a schednle of which can be produced to jonr Honors, and common 
sratltode, Joined to the feelings of year Petitioner, indnoe me to mentton, that the said 
Solomon, hearing of mr onhappv situation, by a well concerted scheme, exposing his own 
life, entered in a small boat, in the night into the Harbour of Halifax, ft carried me clan- 
destinely to his habitation at Tarmonth, ft from thenoe bronght me into year State after 
haTlnff been the object of their peculiar ress n tment for eleven months ft repeatedly declared 
nnexcnangeable* 

The said Solomon being noted for his Conduct by the enemy, ft once in particular 
accused, hath not chose for some time past to be seen in their pnblick towns, ft relyins noon 
his friendly conduct towards America ft upon the assurances of the Prisoners ne nas 
ventured at the seyecal times mentioned to bring with him a small quantity of train oil to 
the amount iA ten or fifteen pounds in ralue, it being the produce of his own labours, to 
exchange for provision for the consumption ft Support of bis family.— Having been once 
boMidea by an American Privateer ft stripped of every Article on board, the said Solomon 
was discouraged from making another trial, but your Petitioner's earnest [desire] to arrive 
amonff his friends ft not donoting but your Honors would immediately interpose whem 
essential services are rendered, ventured to request the said Solomon to aid ft assist him in 
compleating his escape from the enemy and promised the said Solomon his protection.— The 
said Solomon having this time brought with him about forty Quintals of Fish, forty gallons 
of liver oil ft about thirty five bmihels of salt, your Petitioner cannot but intercede and 
earnestly pray vour Honors, if consistent with the safety of the States, that the said Solomon, 
may be allowed to exchange the same ft have a permit granted to carry in return for the 
consumption of his own fiunlly about twenty or thirty bushels of Ctom, and the remainder in 
West India produce ft should an Oppertunity for his services again offer in the same line, as 
an inducement for the continuation of ft as a reward for titie same meritorious Conduct, that 
he may be also permitted to bring with him tree from molestation the same private adventure 
ft to convert It to the same purposes 

And as in duty bound shall ever pray fto 

D'Abaiiib. 

The schedule of returned prisoners referred to by Capt. D'Abadie in his petition is as 
follows,— 

These may Certifie all whom it may concern That Capt. Solomon Bider. Vaster of the 
Shallop Seaflower belonging to Yarmouth in Nova Scotia took on board his Vessel the 
following American Prisoners and landed them in New Bngland, Viz : 
on January 12; 1777 Landed Capt Boss at Falmouth* in the State of Massachusetts Bay, he 
belonged to Cape porpust 

(signed) Jaxxs Boss. 

Ditto Capt. Goodhue of Newbury Port where he was landed. 

Ditto Capt. MeClannan of Falmouth* where he was landed. 

Ditto Capt. Johnson, of New London, landed him at Newburyport. 

Ditto Capt. Sowards of Portsmouth, landed him at Falmouth 

All tiie above Prisoners except Capt Johnson were taken by the Uilford off Georges 
Banks. 

That in June 1777 said Bider Landed the following American Prisoners as follows Vizt. 
Capt Samuel Bapson belonging to Cape Ann. Landed him at Piscataaua§ who was somettlme 
past on Board the Guard Ship in Bngland, and from thenoe came to fiaUftuc having obtained 
tds Discharge.— At the same time Landed three Frenchmen who made their escape from the 
Blond Frigate— and who the said Bider kept concealed in his House for five weeks, at his 
own Bxpense. 

That on the 9d day of January 1778 Said Bider Landed the following American Prisoners 
Vixt. Mr. Brenton belonging to Providence and his son with their effects— Also Capt. 

•The Xing of Fkanee— (Bee page 88.) 

ncow Fntlsnd, afe. fKennebunkport, Me. (Portmoutfa, N. H. 
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Warner of Proyidenc« who took pasaage with Oapt. Anderson from Martlneco bonnd for 
Boston &; pat into Liverpool In distress nnder Jury Masts, and landed them all at Piscataqna 

Also Oapt. Barker of Marblehead. 

Also one Freeman belonging to Oohasset who Swam away from the Beasonable Man of 
War and landed htm & said Barker at Portsmouth in Piscataqna 

And I do farther Certify that if Oapt Blder had not not taken the above Prisoners on 
board his Vessel it is probable they mast remained Prisoners maoh Longer. 

In Council Aug. 11, 1780. Bead Sc Committed to William Whiting, Esqr to consider 
this Petition & report what may be proper to be done thereon. 

John Avskt D. Scy. 

State of Massachusetts Bay, Council Chamber Aug. 11, 1780. 

The Committee Appelated to take the foregoing Petition Into Consideration has attend- 
ed to that Service and begs Leave to Beport tbereon as Follows (Viz.) 

That the Said Solomon have Liberty to Exchange the Several Articles he has Imported 
into this State, in In the Manner Prayed for in sd Petition, or otherwise to Sell and Dispose 
of the sd Imported articles and to purchase the Several Articles Mentioned for the use of 
his family. And that he be permitted to Export the Same to Yarmouth Agreeable to the 
prayer of Said Petition. 

In conformity with this report the Council, on the same day, passed an order granting 
Gapt. Oreenwood permission to purchase with the proceeds of his fish, oil and salt, the com 
and West India goods specified in Mons. D'Abadie's petition. 

"John Battest (Jkan Baptistb) Dabadub, Captain, Col. John Allan's Beg't; entered 
Service Feb. 24, 1779; service to Aug. 24, 1780, 18 mos. ; roll made up for wages and rations 
for the time of service at Machias and while a prisoner with the enemy."— i/ituA. Soldiers and 
Sailors in the War of the Revolution, Vol. IV., p, 346. See also Mom, Muster and Pay Rolls, 
Vol 12^, p. 14:7, 

State of Massaohosetts Bay. 

To tfie Honble Council of said State, sitting in Boston, August 1780. 

The Petition of Solouon Btdbb, an inhabitant of Yarmouth, in Nova Scotia, Mariner, 
humbly shews— 

That your Petitioner is unfortunately situated with his Property, in the Town of Yar- 
mouth, in Nova Scotia, in the possession of the British Qovemment. That since the com- 
mencement of the War, he has thro' the solicitations of American Prisoners at several 
periods made four voyages from Yarmouth into some port in this State, & landed, after 
naving harboured, concealed & effected thoir escape, in the course of that time, upwards of 
thirty, a schedhule of which persons is now lodged in the office of your Honors secretary, 
which he is ready to attest to in part, & to prove the remainder by the persons themselves.— 
This line of cooduct in your Petitioner has rendered him in a peculiar manner obnoxious to 
the British government, & in consequence of repeated threats, & accusations against him, he 
has been for some time past, fearful of being seen in their towns.— This being the situation 
of your Petitioner, he is by such conduct, which, he has still persevered in, notwithstanding 
such menaces & threats, entirely cut off from the opportunity of disposing of the smaU 
quantity of iish & oil which vonr petitioner 1b obliged to catch & make, for nis subsistence 
this year, — & unless allowea the liberty of brin^^ng it to this Market for sale.'.he must 
inevitably starve. Capt. Dabadie, whose escape he has lately effected, can attest & explain 
to your donors the situation of your Petitioner at Yarmouth. & his character which has now 
become noted with the enemy, & convince your Honors that the services rendered & which 
his situation puts in his power to render, will prevent any abuse of the liberty which might 
be granted. 

Your Petitioner having now upon his hands a small qoantitv of flsh & oil in Yarmouth, 
he prays your Honors, that, as he is not in a situation to ask favors of the opposite side, he 
may be indulged by your Honors with the liberty of retorning to this State, & bringing with 
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him, free from molestation, what little fish & oil he has by him in said Yarmouth, for the 
porpoee of selling of the same in this State :— 

And as in duty bound shall ever pray 

SOLOXOM BiDKB. 

Mass, Archives, Vol, 176, p. 652. 

Oapt. Eider's petition was receiTed by the Counoil Aug. 14, 1780, and on the same day it 
was referred by that body to the Hon. William Whiting for his investigation. Mr. Whiting 
reported favorably, upon which the Ck>uncil passed the following resolve:— 

In Ck>uncil Aug. 14. 1780: Read & Accepted and thereupon ordered. That Solomon 
Bider, an Inhabitant of Yarmouth in Nova Scotia hath by a late Order of this Board had 
Permission granted him to transport from this State to Said Yarmouth a Qaantity of Com & 
other Articles in the Shallop called the Seaflower, and whereas the Said Solomon having 
manifested a great Attachment to this State ^ several Acts of Friendship, in conveying 
from time to time American Prisoners from Kova Scotia, &c: Therefore he is further 
permitted to return from Said Yarmouth in Said ShaUopinto this State and import hither a 
cargo of Fish & Oil.— And All Oommanders of Armed Vessels and others belonging to this 
State are hereby directed, and all Commanders of Armed Vessels and others belonging to 
anv of the United States, And All Commanders of Armed Vessels belonging to our illustrious 
Ally the King of France are hereby requested to permit the said Shallop to pass unmolested 
from Yarmouth in Nova Scotia with his Said Fish & Oil on Board to this State 

Attest 

JoHir Avert, D. Scy. 
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OHAPTEB XXm. 

To the HonhU the CSmneacftheStaUcfMimadnuetia Bay. 
Hnmbly Shews 

That your Petitioner has Constant and from principle Aided and done all in his Power 
to Support the Amerioan Oanse. 

That he has often and frequently reoeiyed and entertained a number of Amerioan 
Prisoners at his own Expense, and at the BAzard of his Life brought off one that had made 
his Esoape from Halifax Gaol, and others that made their Ssoape from different Confine- 
ments, and gaye some & procured others a passage home, as will appear by the Certificates 
herewith exhibited. 

That your petitioner is now about reinrning to St. Mary's in order to Settle and reoeiye 
a debt due there from John Hall to his Brother Joseph Hall, and to settle some affairs of his 
own, if he can Obtain a permit from your Honors to take passage with Gapt. Solomon Rider 
in the Boat Seaflower with liberty to carry with him a small quantity of west India Goods 
which he had purchased with Thirty Quintals Fish & Four Bis Oyl that he brought up. 

Your Petiaoner therefore humbly prays your Honors would be pleased to Grant him a 
permit to take passage with Capt. Bider & carry with him a small quantity of West India 
Goods as aforesaid, with Liberty to return again. 

And as in duty bound shall pray &c. 

Pbtbb Dousxtt. 

Boston, Aug. U, 1780. 

Portsmouth, May the 27th, 1777. 

These may Certifie that I the Subscriber was taken last Summer by the Viper belonging 
to the King and was put on board of the Scarbary*— Where I was much Confined, after Six 
months I made my Ascaipe with three more belonging to Casoo Bay And Philadelphia and 
•n our Arrival in St. Ifary's Bay in the Province of Kova Scotia, happily fell in with Peter 
Dousett, and he kindly entertained us and went to the Expence and trouble of bringing us 
to Machias. this I am Beady to testifle to Any Day, 

■ John Battsok. 

*ttoarboroagh. 

Att St. Ma&t's Bat, August 1776. 

This is to Cartifle that Mr. Wm. Shey, Capt. Hardie Both of Philadelphia at ther arrivell 
at this Place from Halifax and one poor man from Cambrech* that made his Escape from the 
Tulture Sloop ef War fell In with the Subscriber who Carried them and Landed them at 
Mount Desart according to their Desire. 

Pbtkb Doxtsbtt. 

•Cambridge (?) 

The following declaration is included among the papers exhibited by Capt. Dousett, 
although its bearing upon the matter is not explained. Perhaps the " Boat * Betsey ' *' 
mentioned in it was the schooner of the same name known to have been the Property of 
Capt. Dousett: 

I, Jonathan Inoxbsoll, late Commander of the Armed Sloop of War the Packet Do 
hereby Certify ft Declare that my said Sloop of War being drove on Shore at Kova Scotia on 



Digitized by 



Google 



OS 

a place oalled Sisavoot hj two of the KIds of Great Britain's Armed Veasella, I with my 
xneli beiog Stfely on Liiiia Compelled MonsTeam Jere, 'QraTOt &r Robert MorilH \A the Boat 
Betsey to brins 09 from said Blsavo to Ipswich in the State 01 Massachusetts Bay; therefore 
there ought to oe no advantage taken bv Means of said Men on Boat's being foand within 
the state of Massachusetts Bay or from their home. 1 

Jonathan Inobbsoll. 
Ipswich, Jaly 1st, 17T8. 



: 8. 8. Ifswick, July 1» 1778. 

Capt. Jonathan IngersoU personally appeared & made Oath that the above Declaration 
totme. 

Before me John Baxkb Js. Peace. 

This may Certlfie that I the Sabscriber had a 'Prentice Lad named Richard Harper, 
bound to the West Indies, taken by the Viper, & carried to Halifax from whence he mad«) 
his Bsoape, with four more in Company, and got to St. Mary's Bay in that Government, & 
there happily fell in with Peter Douset of said place, who kindly entertained them & was at 
the Expense & trouble of brinffins them across and landing them at Passamaquoddy from 
which plaoe they got to this, wnich account was given by aaid Richard Haiper, on his getting 
here. 

DAvn> Gardner. 

Machias, July 8, m8. 

Witness Pbtbb Fktoh, Jb. 

This may certi^ that I the Subscriber was a cruising upon the Coast of Nova Scotia and 
talliBff in with an Bngllshc Cruiser was drove on Shore in St. fiCary's Bav, where he fell izk 
^rith Peter Doucetand his Father & Brother, who received us vecy kindly and provided a 
jpassage for us home to Ipswich in New England. 

Ipswich, July 23, 1778, Danibl Kbwhan. 



Capt. Dousett's petition was referred by the Council to the Hon. William Whiting for 
his investigation and report thereon. Mr. Whiting reported favorably on the 16th of August, 
and that same day the Council passed an order granting to Capt Dousett permission to 
purchase and export to St. Mary's Bay 100 gallons of rum, 300 lbs. o sugar and one oask of 
tobacco; also permitting him to return again to Massachusetts. 

In order to substantiate his reference in his petition to the indebtednees of John Hall to 
his brother Joseph, Capt. Dousett included the following interesting papers in his exhibit, 
although it is quite evident he was also desirous of proving Bir. Hall's active sympathies 
with the colonists in their war for independence. 

A True Copy of my orders to my Son John Hall Junr Commanding a Small Schooner 
bound to Hallefaxwith Syder & Roots* from Annapolis March 25, 1777. 

you are to proseed to Hallefax as Soon as possebel and Make Sail of your C^argue to the 
Best advantage and to Remit all the money you Collect to John Fillls Bsqr. & Andrew 
Wollas and to give them the Refusail of anything in your Cargue they Shall want and keep 
an account of it as you Seel to other peopel. But you must Reserve a Nufe to Git Duck for 
Sails and Sum other Necessaries in sum memorandums and then take in frate for Annapolis 
and make all the Dispatch posebl and keeps Gk)od Account of all you Seel & Deliver & take 



tSlssabou. i. 0. Weymouth, 
••• BootB '*— i . e. potatoes. 
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in—and to Betom m soon as poBsebl to Annapolis: So I wish yon a good time and a B1«M- 
ing in your voiga. Yi Father John Hall 
Poscript— You are to give 
the Amerioan prisoners at 
Hallefax 20 or 30 Bushel 
of purtatos at your Arrival 
Thare as I hear they are Kept 
Vary, Vary Short, Yr Fathr* J. Hall's orders 
Granyille, Mar. 25, 1777. 

A Memmorandom of things Given to Amerioan Prisoners wMoh ware in Distress on my 
Yoige to Halifax in march 8c April 1777. 

G-ave one Mr. David Lumber Belonging to Barnstable, Gape Ood & three men Which 
ware Prisoners on Board the milford which got away from her when She Drove the Gabbot 
Brig A Shear at Gappersu : two Pouuds Bight Shillings Hallefax Gurincy in money to Buy 
them a Boat to Get home in also Poark and Beaf and Butes for therteen or fourteen Days 
Provitions— also Gave about thirty Bushels of Potatoes & one Pound Eight Shilliugs and 
four-pence in mone to the Prisoners that ware a Suffering on Board the PrisonShlpe at 
HaUfax 

Which Capt. Sampson Gapt of the Independent Brig and Gapt. Ebitoh which was ther as 
Prisoner: Gan Attest to 

Witness my hand 

JoHH Hall, Jnnr 

The American prisoners-of-war confined on board of the British guard-ships in the 
harbor at Halifax were crowded into such close and unsanitary quarters as to easily become 
prey to that dread scourge, small-pox. Capt. Hall, not wishing to tisk contagion, did not 
carry his donation of provisions on board in person, but employed Capt. Zachariah Foot, of 
Yarmouth, who was then at Halifax, and who evidently was immune, to act in his stead. 

Halifax, May 10, 1777. 
This may Gertifle Whom it may Concern that the Subscriber then received of John Hall 
Junr Son to John Hall Bsqr of Granville Thirty Bushels of purtatos whitch was his orders to 
his son to carry on board the Guardships with prisioners In this harbour & Delivered the 
Same to Gapt. Sampson & Capt. Hatoh the Same to Be Distributed among the Same as 
witness my hand 

ZACHARiAfl Foot. 

I carried the oame, as mr halls 
son had not the small pox. 

DbakBbothbb 

These Lines Comes From me Leaveing me and all my family in a good measure of 
helth^and prity Good CurcomStances Conslddering the Mallencolly Confused times of the 
preasant Day. I Desier to Thank a good and gracious Gk>d for my helth and all other 
!avour8=»and pray God that the Confused State of ttie Nation and America mite be brot to 
an end which may termenate for his Glory, the Good of America and the Nation. 

I hope these Lines will find you & Sister and all yr family in good helth & Gnronm- 
stancis and Bspeoially our Aged Honoured Mother, i Long to see you all once more bat 
when that will be i Dont know. But i Should be vary Glad u providenoe would open a 
Door for it: for i have been a great Sufferer Within this Three Years by the Americans^ 
Especially by the Stilled [styled] Colti Bddv and his party at Cumberland— Who tuke a 
Schooner of mine with a Cargue of 30Q£ & odd pounds this Currency and imbaseled (em- 
bezzled) the Cargue amongst the party at Cumberland— Detained the Yessell and people 
a-bought a month which was 600£ more Damage to me, as I had anoUier Gazsue Beady for a 
nother Yoige a parrishine. This was Dun in November 1776 at Cumberland Nova Scotia. 

i understand he and his party and onder officers are in New England : also am informed 
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thai he had no orders to Do as he didswhich was hnrte-foll to Amerloa and ihair Cose [oanse] 
to a grato Degree and many poor womaas ft Ohlldren at Oomberland: for thair proseedings 
was infemns and Soandeliis to tiie highest Degree: whioh I ooold make out if i was with 
yon^^my Loss This Sommer hy Boggers one of bis party in an Arm'd yessell fitted out from 
Boston who had Considerahle of mr Oargoe Then : and this Lose of the one half of the 
Yessell is vary Otnall Senoe i never I/ld any of my American Brethren any hort hut have 
helped and Ghkye the American Prisoners so much in thare Oaptiyity=hnt i would hope ft 
pray that all Virtue and humanity, Equity ft Justice heas not Uat America Although it 
seunes it had if we may Judge hy some Boandelus ones that heas hia in this Goverment a 
BohUng poor innocent ones=' which has hin a grato meens to C3oule [cool] the Affection of 
many well wishers to the Just proseedings of America: as to this Last Lose my Son who is 
with you has Leat [let] you know what it is : i am inf orm'd that Boggers tuke my money 
from my Son : When he did not take the money from officers in the Army ft Navy who he 
tuke the Same time who had Grato Sums of money with them and only Singled out him. I 
have bin three yoiges to St. Johns, up the Biver This Summer and haye made somethinff 
Considerahle ; hut my Louseing So much as above has hurt me vary much, and if you Oould 
Git in favour So as to Git That Little vessel back again for me ft the Oargue and money and 
Secure it in your one (own) hand it would be vary agreeable to me 

I am informed that if i had taken Ourtiflcuts from all the Prisoners I have helpt it would 
have been of Sum advantage: but as i did it out of humanity and never Expected any 
Beward So i Did not, till of Lato Think pf any such thing: if i had Could produce as many 
as Sum Others have Dun. Thare was a Mr Deshase a Gentleman of phaliaelphia and one 
Ifr Harden of Connecticut who i kept Sum Days and assisted them Doun our Prisons [?] in 
the first of the Disturbances, also old Mr Sanborn of Machious [Machias] who was taken by 
the Yiper Ship of Warr and brot in hear who i kept abooght three weeks till he had an 
Oppertunity to git away: and Some others who i Dont BecoUect thare names : but 1 Suppose 
all i have Dun in Cash and provision and other things would amount to 15 or 20 pounds 
Currency : and as long as i am abel to help any onest Prisoners in Distress I Shall Continue 
to Do it although i am Served worse than i have bin and never have any Beward: i have 
Sent Sum papers for you to peruse and you will Judge weather thay will Do any Servise or 
know— Bemember me to all my Gk>od Friends also to Henry ft Moses ft Aaron, tf with you. 
I reoeived Aarons Letter and yr Bill which i was Glad of and if you Could Send the other I 
Should be glad. My Wife Sent a Lettor the other Day by a prisoner whom She Gave a Shirt 
and a JaoUt ft 1 Dollar Sum Meet ft Bread 
Which is all at preasant from Your Loveing Brother till Death 

John Kxazab Hall. 

Dec. 12, 1778. 

To JOBXFH BBOOKS HALL 

Posoript i Should write more 
fuller out we are tong tied 
But I hope it wont always be So. 

I Think you mito Claim'd 

the vessel and Cargue as i 

owed you and helfMd yrselfe 

and me too— for i understand many 

amoung vou do— i had a jpassel [parcel] 

muse ^in taken in the Charming Sally 

also a bbl Bum in the Ship Argile. 
Mass. Archives, Vol, 176, pp. 661-668. 
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GHAPTBB XXiy. 

To the Eonoble the Council of the State of Maesachusette Bay. 

^ The Petition of WiLXjAJc Greenwood humbly she weth 

That he has brought np from Barrington- in < th<B 
Government of Neva Sootia 60 Qointals of God Fish whioh he prays Yonr Honors he may 
have liberty to exchange for Oorn Bye Suoar Molasses & Bum to supply eleven Families 
there who have an equal share in the Fish with himself, & whose distresses for want ol 
provisions are great. He also prays Your Honors protection from the n^Musious practices of 
the little Privateers who infest that Shore on his return there, which he prays Your Honors 
to permit. And as in duty bound will ever pray. ... 

Will'm Gkxsnwood. 
Jona Prince of Manchester & ^ 

Wm Smith Of Gape Anne 
Prisoners on Parole have 
been brought up by yr Peti* 
tloner free of Expence. 

Stats or MAsaACHUssTTs Bat, Aug 12, 1780. 

On the Petition of Wm Greenwood prayihg for reasons set forth in his Petition that he - 
may have liberty to .'exchange the Amount of 50 Quintals of God Fish for Gom, Byei 
Molasses Bum & Sugar & return to Nova Scotia with the protection of this Board from the 
Armed Vessels: 

Ordered that the prayer of the Petition be so far granted, that the sd Wm Greenwood be 
& hereby is permitted to purchase Fourty bushels of Gom, twenty bushels of Bye, 1 Tierce 
of Molasses 1 barrell 6f Bum imd one Barrel of Sugar, provided he giyes Bonds to the Naval 
Officer of the Port of Boston, in the sum of two thousand pounds that [he] will take nothing 
more on board his Vessel than the aforesaid articles 

And Whereas it appears to this Board that the said Greenwood has been friendly to (his 
State in the relief of Prisoners, Therefore it is hereby recommended to all Gommanders of 
Armed Vessels belonging to the United States and requested of those of our lUostrious Ally 
the King of France, and All Gommanders of Armed vessels & others belonging to this State 
are commanded not to molest or impede said Greenwood on his return as aforesaid, but to 
afford him any aid & assistance in their power. 

Attest 

John Avert, D. Scy. 

The foregoing petition and prder-ln-Gouncil are in the handwriting of the Hon. Jomr 
Pitts, whose deep hatred for the' petty prlvateersmen plundering our people is evident in 
the language he uses. 



To the honorable Council of the MaesachtuetU State. 

Gentlemen 

The Petition of John Tbask humbly sheweth That he has for manv years been an In- 
habitant of Gape Forchu in Nova Scotia, a place well known to be attached to this Gountiy 
and its Gaose. And although he is conscious he has a disposition to relieve and help his 
Gountrymen which he is re£dy to manifeet as occasion mmy require, yet he has been treated 
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u ttn enemy by % PriTftteer Boat of which William James was Master. Oapt. James took 
from him a small Boat of about 8 Tons with nine hogsheads of Salt which was all he had to 
depend upon to get a subsistence for his family, upon application made to the Owners, 
Master & Men they have delivered up the Boat. Your humble Petitioner would beg the 
favour of induldenoe of a permit to pass to Gape Forchu ft carry with him two barrels of 
Bum, two Barrels of Tobacco, two Barrels of Sugar, ft twenty Bushels of Grain or such 
quantity as shall be thought proper And 

As in duty Bound your humble Petitioner shall ever pray 

John T&ask. 

Provisions of all kinds were scarce in Boston during the autumn of 1780, and the Council 
found it necessary to refuse many applications similar to the foregoing, from our people. 
Henoe the following i-^ 

StAxB or Mabs'tM Bat. 

Council Chamber, Aug. 14, 1780. 
Bead ft Ordered— That the Prayer of this Petition be so far granted that John Trask be 
and hereby is permitted to pass from this State to Cape pursue in Nova Scotia and not to 
carry with him goods of any kind nor any more Provisions than shall be sufficient for his 
Voyage there 

Attest 

JoHH AVKET, D. Scy. 
Mum, Arehiow, Vol. 176, p. 636. 
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GHAPTBB XXV. 

To the Honhle Cour^U of the State of Mom* tU Bay, 

The PetttloB of KammzAH Patch of Oape Ftwiie 
Hombly Bheireth, 

That your Petitioner hath always manlfeeted ever tinoe fbe Commenoe of 
HoBtilitles an invariable attachment to the oaose of this country of which he was once an 
inhabitant, & has frequently relieved the distresses of his Oountrymen & in Consequences 
of which your Henois have permitted him to return with some Indulgences. 

Your Petitioner has been put to considerable charge lately by being Captured as he was 
Qoming from Cape pisne with a number of Prisonen, but unon a|H>ttoatloii to the OwBera of 
the Y«Mel they deuveied up the small Beat, and be now solioits your Honors' pe r m i ssion to 
pass to Nova Sootia & carry with him two barrels of Flour, two banela of Bum, ten boahela 
of Com & one barrel of Tobacco, for the relief of a very distressed Family— your Petitioner 
was rather unfortunate in the loss of a Certificate which the prisoners gave him at Newbury, 
when he stopped at his father's at Ipswich ; but the names of said men he can furnish your 
Honors with, if they shall be required. And as in Duty boand will pray te. _ 

Nbhbkiak Patch. 

ifoM. Archivee^ Vol, 176, p. 6M. 

Statb or Mass'tts Bat: Council Chamber, Aug. 16, 1780. 

Bead & Ordered— That the Prayer of this Petition be so far nanted that Nehemiah 
Patch be and hereby is permitted to pass from this State to Yarmouth in Nova Scotia, and 
not to carry with him Goods of any kind nor any more Provisions than shall be sufficient for 
his Voyage there. _ 

Attest, Jno. Avhbt, Dep. Soy. 

To the Honhle CouncU A Sonhle Houee of B^presentatives qf ye State qf Ma$$ach%uetU Bay. 

The Petition of David CoaNiMa of Yarmouth, Cape pursue. 

Humbly Shews, that your petitiouer was bom and brought up in Beverly, in your 
State, but removed io tms State a few years before the present war, and tho' he nas been 
Seeking Ever Sence Said war Commenced, has not found an opportunity to Betum with his 
Bffeots, without Sacrefioing Great part of his property. But is Striving for Such an Oppoi^ 
tunity. However I Venture to Say that your Honors must be Sinceble that I have done all 
that is in my Power to prove My Sincear attachment to the Liberties of mv Native State. 
I Constantly Beleaved and Brot up Ammerrican prisoners whenever I found them, & some- 
times at ye Bisque of Liberty, and have Constantly Brot or Sent all my Bamings to your 
State. The Troth of These Things your Honors will see by Beferrine to your Becords of 
years Back. Your Petltioaer has now on hand about one hundred & Eighty Quintals of 
iish which he is Desirous to Bring to your State to dispose of there, to discharge a few Debts. 

Therefore your petitioner Humbly prays your Honors to Grant him a permitt to Come to 
this State in a Small Schooner, with one hundred & Eighty Quintals of Dry fish on Board 
for the purpose aforesd and as in Duty Bound will Pray 

David Cobndvg. 

Yarmouth, Cape persue, Aug 26, 1780. 

Mase, Archives, Vol, 129, p. 123. 

Capt. Coming's petition, which is in his own handwriting, was granted in Council 
Sept. 22, 1780. 



Digitized by 



Google 



M 



Sept 9, 1780. THOxiJ Fuht, of TMinoiitb« petUlons tha Oouaoil for pei mlMlon to 
impoit into tfaa Btftte of IfaiMehaotilti, in the Sohooner *< Hannah," a qoantity of salt flah. 
▲ pennit waa iafoad to Idm Sept. 8^ 1780.— ifoM. ArcMvu, Vol, in, p. 66. 

8ept.7,1780. ZJCBijaiax Vdor, of Yarmonth, in a petition to the Oonnci], states that he 
has xeoently antred in a small boat at Salem, bringing with him seven escaped Amerioan 
prisoneis and a small quantity of fish. He desires permission to dispose of his fish and with 
the proceeds purchase some proTisions ; also for a permit to return home free from molesta- 
tion. Jffls petition was granted on the 8th. It was accompanied by the following letter: 

LiYBBPOOL, Aug. 15, 1780. 
Capt Foot Sir— 

We have sent by lir. Stephen Smith seven men that was taken and broat into this 
Place— we Should be Tarxv mncn oblige to you if yon would help them to a passig for Sum 
part of newengland. we haye Sent provishons for them 

From Sir 

Your Humbel Servant 

Bbtajah Oollihs. 
Mom Arehive$t Vol, 171, p. 270. 

Sept. 7, 1780. Fexkkan Gabdhxr, Psm GomH and Sakukl Hopkihs, all of " Oape 
Sables " in Nova Scotia, petition for leave to exchange a quantity of fish for provisions and 
house-hold supplies. Their petition was granted on the 11th, and they were given a permit, 
good until the dOth, to transact their business and leave the State. See Mass, Archives, Vol 
229, p. 1 ; aiso prirUsd Acts and Resolves for 1780, Cfht^, VU. 

Sept. 12, 1780. Bldha BiDiuDaa, of " Oape Forohue," in a petition to the Ooundl, states 
<* that he was an inhabitant of this state, but for twelve years has been a Resident at Oape 
Forohue in Nova Scotia where he possesses property immoveable ;" that he has lately arrived 
at Salem in company with Oapt. Foot, (see above) having assisted In bringing from Nova 
Scotia a number of escaped American prisoners. He further states " that he has fed and 
relieved many unfortunate Prisoners, Friends to this Country," and begs leave to transport 
to Yarmouth, a quantity of provisions, etc. His petition was granted and a pass was issued 
to him, good for forty days, on the 27th.— See Mom, ArcMoes, Vol 229, p. 229. 

Sept. 12, 1780. David Shtch, of Barrington, in a petition to the General Oourt, states 
that he has brought up from Nova Scotia two Americans, escaped prisoners, vis., Oapt. Moses 
Eotoh and Oapt McFarland. He prays for permission to purchase a quantity of provisions 
with the proceeds of some fish he has lately sold, and for leave to depart for his home in 
Nova Scotia. His petition was granted on the 16th. See Mass, ArcMoes, Vol, 229, p. 67. 

Oapt. Smith's petition was accompanied by the following certiflcate: 

These are to Oertify 
That we were at Oapt. David Smith's house in the Town of Barrington and was not only 
entertained esctremely well by him, but had also every assistance afforded us th%t his dscum- 
stanoes would admit of. we have likewise the greatest assurance of his being very friendly 
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to 118 and oar Oaose: therefore intreat all our Oountrymen (who may land at his House or 
meet with him Ooaetlng along the Shore) to treat him ae a Fnend ana by so doing they will 
much oblige thidr most obedient and hamble serrants 

SxMOH BRADflTSBST, of Pifloattewaj* 
John Wabdbll, of Boston 
GnoBon Thompson of Newbory 
Tdco Guttbb Odin of Boston 
Thobulb Nbwcoicbb " " 
Bdwabd Bass of Newbory 
Bu TuBNBB of mer Tel haedf 
Mast. Archives^ Vol. 229, p. 70. 

•Portsmoatb, If. H. 
tMarblehead, Masa. 
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GHAPTBB XXYI. 

State of Maflstn Bay 

7b the S&nble the CcuncU A Bonble B&uee of Bqpreeentativei of the State Aforesaid 

Hnmble Petition of Josiah Waxsbs, Jr of Boston— 
Hnmbly Sheweth— 

That yonr Petitioner pievionB to the jOommenoement of this War had dealings with 
sundry Persons in the Government of Nova Sootia and in conseqaenoe of which a consider- 
able Sam of Money was due to him and as the Ck>mmunioation between this State and Nova 
Scotia has been interrupted: Tour Petitioner hath not been able to oolleot his said Debts, 
'till the present Time, he having received Letters lately from Nathan tTtley who was indebt- 
ed £130 Bleazer Butler £60 and Ebenezer Porter £30 all which Amts to the sum of two 
hundred & twenty pounds and who have signified their Intentions to pay Said Debts, pro- 
vided this Hon'ble House should think it expedient to grant Kathan Utley Protection to 
come to this State with the Proceeds of Said Debts aforesaid-- As your Petitioner from the 
Acquaintance which he has had with the Said Utley humbly conceives no Detriment will 
arrise to this State in granting him this Liberty he therefore humbly requests your honors to 
grant Protection to the Said Nathan Utley to come from Nova Scotia and bring such BfFects 
as may be obtained for the Payment of the whole or either of the Aforesaid Debts under such 
Eestrfotions as to your honors in your great Wisdom shall see meet— And as in Duty bound 
jriil ever pray, fto 

JOBZ: WATEB8 Junr 

Boston Sept. 14th, U80. 
This petition was granted by both Houses Sept. 90, Mr. Utley being permitted to oome 
to Boston with the amount named. Bee JTom. Archives^ Vol. 220, p lOB. 



To the Honble CouncU A the Hohble House of Rq»resent€Uives of the State of Massachxu^^ Bay in 
General Cfowrt Assembled 

AiiSZAKDBB Bain of Yarmouth in the State of Nova Scotia begs leave to represent to 
your Honors that a Number of Sailors who sailed from Newbury with Capt. MclS^ell were 
put on board a price [prize] taken by Capt. McNeil, which prise was afterwards retaken and 
the men above mentioned came In great distress to Yarmouth and after continuing there ten 
days yonr memorialist undertook without any consideration to bring them up to this place 
in a small boat of ten tons belonging to your memorialist— which he performed and landed 
them at Salem— Your Memorialist humbly prays your Honors that in consideration thereof 
your honors woiUd permit him to carry back in his boat to Nova Scotia for the use of himself 
and his n^hbors, one Barrel Sugar, one Hogshead of Molasses, one Oask rum and twenty 
bushels indlan com— and Your Memorialist as in duty bound will ever pray 

AUCCAIIDBB BAW* 

89pt.l4,17a0. 

Whereas we the Snha€|dhwi have biHtn Prisoners and received favonr from AT.TANT>wt 
BaoTi of Yarmouth, in an Bspeoial mknuAr, shl^ is to desire that he may be considered as i 
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Mend to «he United States of Amerioa, as his oondnot has been always of that kind 

Signed in his behalf 

Jamxb BEicnraTON of Rhode Island 
Aabok Simons, Boston 

his 
Patbiok X BUBK 

mark 
TnroTHT Hicks 
John Cullman. 

On the 18th the General Gonrt passed an order granting permission to Alexander Bain to 
retnm to Tarmonth, bat on acooant of the scarcity of com he was allowed to take with him, 
besides provisions for the voyage the sagar, molasses and ram petitioned for, only, and the 
Naval Officer was instructed ** to see that this Besolve is Strictly adhear'd to & Nothing is 
Taken on Board More than is Mensioned in this Permit." See Mass, Archives, Vol. p. 229, 67,- 
also printed Acts and Resolves 1779^ Vol, 4, p. 68. 

Sept. 18, 1780. Jambs Killbt, or Kbllbt, of ** Gape Poroen," makes a similar petition 
to that of Alexander Bain and is granted the same privileges. See Mass, Archives, Vol. 229, 
p. 71, 

Sept. 30, 1780. Sbth Babnes, of Yarmouth, in a petition to the General Court describes 
Yarmouth " as being the most westerly town in the Province & distinguished for being a 
place of Safety ft Hospitality for those American Seamen who have had the misfortune to be 
drove ashore on the Coast or have been made Prisoners, has been generally resorted to by 
the Americans as a Place of Bef age, where they are provided for & very frequently sent up 
in Vessels belonging to that Place." Capt. Barnes further states that he has made no less 
than four voyages whereby he has restored numbers of Americans to their families and 
Country. He prays that he may be permitted to invest the proceeds of some fish lately 
brought up to Salem by him, in West India or New England produce and to return to 
Yarmouth with the same without molestation. His petition was granted on the Sd of 
October following, although the privilege of purchasing grain and meats of all kinds was 
denied him. Accompanying his petition was the following letter :— 

Salbm, Sept. 27, 1780. 
To the Jionowrable OauncU A House of tJie State of MassachiLsetts. 

Gbnt: 

We whose Names are hereunto subscribed having received particular Friendship from 
Capt. Seth Barnes of Nova Scotia who was so kind as to give us a passage home to Salem 
when we were in distress, being driven on Shore by a British Privateer on the Coast of Nova 
Scotia aforesaid. We therefore think ourselves in duty bound to ask for him such Protection 
& indulgence from the honourable Court as such Conduct towards our Prisoners deserves 

Cohnblius Thompson 
Jambs ABBraoTON 
William Nickblb 
Bdwabd Davis 

Mass, Archives, Vol, 229, p, 360. 

The Cornelius Thompson, whose name is signed to this letter, is the same one, who, as 
captain of an American privateer, basely deprived Capt. John Magray of his money and 
liberty, and carried him a prisoner to Massachusetts, as has been already shown. The writer 
feels constrained to mention this as one of the many instances where coals of fire were 
heaped upon the heads of their persecutors by our people. 
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Zb the Swi'ble CauncU A S&use of R^itrtientativei in Oeneral Court Assembled. 
The Petition of THBOPHiLns & Ahskll Gbosbt of OapezBcne, 
Humbly Sheweth— 

That your PetitLoners have lately arrlyed in a Boat from OapoTSoae ft brot a few 
bnehela of Salt & some flah, they wonld represent to your Honors that they have Family's 
and pray that they may be permitted to retam with sd Boat, Sc carry with them, one Tierce 
of Molasses, one hhd of Molasses, one hhd of Tobacco, & one bbl of Ram;— year Petitioner's 
exertions for & attachment to the American oanse, they presume will plead mach in their 
fkvonr ; they have repeatedly ran great hazards in facilitating the Escape of Prisoners from 
the hands of their Bnemies, as the testimonials of many respectable GituEens of this State, in 
the posession of the Hon'ble Council will sufficiently Evidence. 

Your Petitioners therefore pray that your Honors would consider them & grant the 
Prayer of their Petition, and as in duty bound will ever pray &c 

AM8BI.L Gbosbt 
Thkophilub Ckosbt 

State of Massachusetts Bay 

In the House of Representatives Oct. 4th, 1780. 

On the Petition of Theophilus and Ansel Crosby praying that they may have Liberty to 
return in their Boat to Nova ScoUa & carry with them sundry Articles 

Resolved that the prayer of said Petition be so far granted That the said Theophilus & 
Ansell be permitted to return in tbeir said Boat to Nova Scotia with provisions sufficient to 
supply the Hands on Board during the Voyage and the Naval Officer for the Port of Boston 
is hereby directed to give a clearance for said Boat any Act or Reeolve of this State to the 
Contrary notwithstanding. 

Sent up for Concurrence 

JoHK Hangogil, Speaker 

In Council Oct. 4, 1780 

Read ft Concurred 

John Avkbt, D. Scy. 
Mass. Archives, Vol. 229, p. 410. 



7b the HoTumible Couneil of the State of Massachusetts Bay, 

Joshua Trxfbt of Yarmouth, in Nova Scotia, humbly sheweth 

That from an unalienable attachment to the Country which gave him birth and its 
important Cause, he hath made it his constant endeavor to relieve to the utmost of his 
abUity those unfortunate persons belonging to this and Other of the united States, whom the 
fate of War— other accidents, have thrown into said Province & brought to his knowledge 
ft reach 

That from the said Principle Your petitioner hath lately brought from Yarmouth in sd 
Province, fourteen persons, belonging to Salem ft Marblehead that have been in different 
Vessels taken & drove ashore, together with near two hundred Quintals of Choice Cod Fish, 
the fruits of your petitioners labor ft Interest the season past. Therefore, necessitated to 
return to the place of his abode, your petitioner craves liberty to purchase for himself & 
friends there Three barrels of Rum, three barrels of Sugar, Five hundred bunches of Onions, 
two tierce of Molasses and Twelve bushels of Indian Com ft with provisions to return to 
said Yarmouth ft protection for his small fishing Schooner from any Ship of War or Armed 
Vessel belonging to this or any of the United States of America ft as in Duty bound 

Your petitioner will ever pray ftc 
Joshua Tbefst 

Boston, Oct. 13, 1780. 
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PortBmoath September the 24th, 1780 

We hwos names are under Biten hwo have Bin Taking By the Bnemy have v^ed means 
to Git as far W^ward as OapeSne and from thenoe Wa/" Safe Brought Into Portsmouth By 
mr Scipper Jo/h« Trefry and as Pa/Mngers We Do De/lre the favor of Granting him tlie 
Liberty of Canrying forty or fifty Bu/heU of Com home on account Of FkivoursBeceived 
from him or otherwl/'e we had Suffered 

To the honourable General Court GsoBas Wbst, Junr 

or Bo/^ctive Oommites Johk Thckbb 

or to any home It may Ck)nsam Aabon Blowkas 

Thomas Jackbom 
Si'BPHBN Stackt 
Hbnkt Dablinq 
Joseph Diamond 
Gbobob Bbown 

AlCOS HUMPHKBTS 

Thomas Dod 
GsoBOB Kkioht 
William Witmabsh 

AXDBMW BiCHABDSON 

CouncU Chamber, Oct. 18, 1780 : . 

Bead & Ordered : That the Praver of this Petition be so far granted that Joshua Trxfbt 
of Yarmouth in Nova Scotia be and nereby is permitted to return to Kova Scotfa & to carry 
with him five hundred Bunches of Oniony and Bight Bis of Cyder in his small fishing 
Schooner and the Kaval Officer for the Port of Boston oe and hereby is directed to grant the 
Necessary Papers for the Clearance of said Vessel with the said Articles on Board— And all 
Commanders of Armed Vessels & others belonging to this State are hereby directed, and all 
Commanders of Armed Vessels and others belonfang to the United States are requested not 
to Molest or impede the Said Vessel with Said Articles on Board in her Passage to Tarmoatb 
aforesaid 

Attest 

John Avbbt, D. See. 

M<u8. Archive$, Vol. 177, p, 19^; i^ r<^. 186, |). 324. 



Oct, 17, 178Q. Abcbslaus Cbowx^, Bskjamin ^ibbt, ^lmazA|i Cbowhll & Obbdiar 
Wilson, all of Port Boseway, petition the General Court, stating that while on their way 
from Port Boseway to Newbnryport in their *' Chaloupe " or schooner, the " Betsey " bur- 
dened 8 tons, with 80 quintals of fish on board, they were captured by an American privateer 
and taken into Salem, but that their captors have since generously restored their vessel to 
them. They pray that they may have permission granted them to return home with pro- 
visions and supplies, and further desire leave to return again with another cargo of fish. 
Their petition was granted in part, and they were permitted to sail for home with a 
portion ef the goods petitioned f or.— <Se6 Mcus, Archivee, Vol. 177, p, 208. 

This Certifies that to our certain Knowledge the Bearer hereof, Obbdiah Wilson, & his 
Father formerly of this State now of Barr&gtofi, Nova Scotia supplied the Brlgemtine 
Mercury Privateer, Stephen Hills Commander, when put in there in Distress for Provisions 
in t)ie Month of December 1779, to the best of their Ability with such Provisions ^ other 
Necessaries as we then stood i^ l^Teed of, as witness our 9andp with the O^ces we tbe|i 
respectirely bore on SfUd Vessel affixed to our Names, Boston Octob^ the ninth 17^. 

J. E. BTBvnrsov, SnzgeoA 
Gbosob Whhblwriort, Clarln 
Chablsb Hhath 
Thomas ]B:4wnat>«j' 
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OHAPTBB XXVn. 

Common WMJth of Maasaohnaetts Bay 
To Hono y Senate & Hono Honae of SepreaentatlTeB 
of ad Commonwealth in General Ck>art aaaembled. 
The petition of Thoicab Obiunwood of Barrington in 
Noya Sootia 

hnmbly aheweth 

That ad Petitioner, at the reqneat of not leaa than eighteen 
Families at ft near Barrington, (all frienda to the oanae of the United States of America) 
took on board his Shallop, abot 96 Qtla Fiah (the property of ad Family's) for the porpoae of 
inTesting y« net proceeds in such articles, in Boston, as were absolutely necessary to supply 
their wants asainst the approaching winter. Yr Petitioner, & the several family^s (formerly 
Inhabitants of this State) nave as far as thcdr poor abilities woold admit, supplied tne wants 
of their Oountrrmen, who have been involuntarily captnr'd by the Bnemy and carry'd to 
Kova Scotia, and are heartily inclined, in the cause of their Oonntrymen. 

Therefore vour petitioner humbly requests yr Honors to grant nim leave to carry such 
necessary supplys to each suffering family, in Oom, Bye, Flour, &c. to supply their neces- 
sary wants for the approaching Winter, & In such proportions as your Bxcellency, & Honors 
tn your great wiadom shall aee fltt and aa in duty bound will ever pray &c. 

Tbokaa GSKMirWOOD 



Oommonwealth of liaaaaohuaetla ; 
In the House of Bepreaentatives 

On the Petition of Thoicab GnunrwooD 
Besolved 

That the said Thomas GuBXirwooD be ft he hereby is permitted to carry out of this 
Commonwealth into the Province of Nova Scotia a Quantity of Grain net exceeding forty 
Bushells for the Support of certain Families mentioned in his said Petition. 
Bead ft Accepted 
Sent up for ConouRenoe, 

Galib Davib, Speaker. 
In Senate Nov. 13. 1780 
Bead ft Concurred, 

JxuL PowxLL, Prest. 
Approved, 

John Hancock 
ifoM. Archiveif Vol. 230, pp. 83^. 



Commonwealth of ICassachusetta 

To his Bxcellency John HanoooK, Esqr., Govemour in ft over said Commonwealth in 

CouncU Sitting December 1780. 

The Committee of Correspondence, &c. for the Town of Boston beg leave to repre- 
aent to Your Bxcellency that John Tellnt of Boston, Mariner, about eight weeks since, 
without permission or authority first had from this Commonwealth sailed in conjunction 
with one Anbbl Cbosbt, from this Port, to a place called Cape Basseau within the dominion 
ft territories of the Bnemy ; That the said Jonn in the course of said Voyage carried on with 
the Bnemy a clandestine ft Contraband trade ft also knowingly secreted, aided ft assisted ft 
effected the escape of three British Officers; Vist Messrs Sandford, Miller ft Davis, who had 
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a few days before broke from the Oommon QboI at Ctonoord, by transporting of them in asdd 
Vessel within the Jnrlsdiction of the Enemy, the said John boasting of having received an 
eqnal sum with the above mentioned Crosby as a reward for snoh senrioes. These facts from 
the Ck>nfession of the said John Tilley & the ooncnrrent testimony of other Witnesses ap- 
pearing evident to the Committee they cannot bnt hope that this pnblick representation to 
Vonr Bzoellency will be esteemed consonant to the duty which more especially as a Com- 
mittee they owe to the Pnblick 

By Order of the Committee 

Nat. Basbbb, 
Boston, 8 Decern. 1780. Chairman. 

In Council, Dec. 12, 1780: Bead and Advised that the Subject Matter of this Becom- 
mendation be and hereby is referred to Joseph Greenleaf & John Avery, Bsqrs, two Jnstlcea 
of the Peace in the County of Suffolk to take such Order thereon in the Prwnises as to Law 
& Justice shall appertain. 

John Hancock 

Ma9$. Archioea, Vol. 171, p. 268-8. 

The findings of Messrs. Greenleaf and Avery, or any subsequent action in the matter by 
them, do not appear to have been recorded anywhere in the Archives. 



7b hit JSxceUencv th€ Owemoir and J9on5Z« Oowm^ 
of the C<»nmonioedlth of Masstts 

The Petition of Solomon Bidsb of Yarmouth, in Nova Scotia, 
Humbly Sheweth 

That your Petitioner presented a Petition to the Hon'ble Council the Uth of 
August last for permission to transport sundry Articles from this State to Kova Scotia with 
permission to return with a cargo of Fish and Oil which was granted in Consequence of Ids 
Attachment to this State in Conveying from Time to Time American Prisoners from 
Nova Scotia— he would now humbly ask a further indulgence to invest the net Proceeds of 
the Fish & Oil aforesaid in W. ludla Produce and other Articles, ahd about fourteen Bushels 
of Grain for his Familie's Use, which Quantity he can make appear, he expended for the 
support of a number of Prisoners, and also for permission again to return to this State with 
some Fish that he left Green in said Yarmouth. . . . Your Petitioner therefore humbly 
requests your Excellency & Honors to grant the Prayer of this Petition for the Beasons 
mentioned and to direct the Naval Officer for the Port of Boston to clear out the small 
Schooner called the Sea Flower with Said Articles on Board and as in Duty Bound will 
ever pray, &c. 

SoKiOxoN Buna 
Boston, Dec. 9, 1780. 

In Council Dec. 12, 1780: Bead & Ordered, that Solouon Bideb an Inhabitant of Yar- 
mouth in Nova Scotia, be and hereby is permitted to Invest the Neet Proceeds of his Cargo 
of Fish imported from Said Yarmouth, in West India Produce Which the Naval Officer for 
the Port of Boston is hereby directed to clear out in the Schooner called the Sea Flower, for 
Nova Scotia, and not to suffer him to carry more provisions than are Necessary for his 
Voyage there. And Said Bider is directed not to return again into this Commonwealth. 
And All Commanders of Armed Vessels and others belonging to this State are hereby 
directed, and all Commanders of Armed Vessels belonging to any of the United States are 
hereby rf^qnested to permit the Schooner Seaflower to pass unmolested to Yarmouth in Nova 
Scotia with the Said Articles on Board 

Attest 

John Avsbt, Secy* 
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To their Honors, the GoTemor and Memben of the Great and General Goort of the 
Common-wealth of the Maastts Bay, holden at Boston, in Kew England. 
GxKTLuaar :— 

Being sondry Times in like Gixoomstance oompel'd to apply to yon lor redress, your 
former Favour encourages me again to make application to you as I retain my former prin- 
ciples of aiding distressed Americans as far as their Necessities and my abilities woald 
admit, for when yonr last Fayoors were bestowed, notwithstanding your reqnisets were not 
Complied with, yet the honors I received from yon did mach more than compensate for the 
Losses I sustained by their non-compliance, but the Generosity of the Gent'm of Marblehead 
in a great measure (for my good Sirvices to them and many others, as hath sundry Times 
fallen under your consideration) has in some measure made up for my Losses, but being 
bound home I was taken by a Liverpool Privateer. I was carried their and all my Interest 
seised, my boat only accepted, and tnere meeting with two Bermndian Gentlemen who were 
in need of a Master and Pilot to bring their Ship with a Cargo of Salt to these States, the 
very next Momingafter our Embarkation we were pursued and taken by a Privateer Sloop 
from Salem, John Kaval Commander, who notwithstanding I shewed him all the Writing 
which contained the sum of your former Favours, they were deaf thereto and instead ox 
releasing me on Account of them, kept me and the Bermndian Gentlemen on Board the most 
part of theii Cruize and [at] length landed us at Canso. this we supposed was in order to 
prevent these Gentlemen from claiming their Interest in Season, here we hired a French 
Shallop to bring us to the Westward, and meeting with an American Letter of maroue which 
put into the Enemy's port, in great distress, being very Leaky, and in want of Provision and 
Cloathiuff for the Sailors,— Mr Gates, of Newbury, Owner, and Capt. Homes of Ipswich 
Commander, notwithstanding the Many Losses and Insults I had sustained from Ameri- 
cans, when they understood I was a Friend to all and every American, they applied to me 
and I readily furnished them with Provisions and Clothing to the amount of Thirty Five 



any vouchers, my former as I thought being sufficient, wherein I inform you of my imprison- 
ment of board of three Men of war, and Two Prisons on Land, and if your honours will 
vouchsafe to read the depositions which have been made before your own Magistrates, or 
cast your Bye into your Secretary Office, and you'l find Two Hundred and Seventy Men 
that have bom Witness to my Friendly disposition towards distressed Americans. Now 
Gentlemen that you Would hear and Answer the Prayer and Petition of the Subscriber and 
grant him leave to return home in a small Schooner or Shallop & Effects, as there is no other 
Way he can possibly get home this Winter, and to return here again with his Effects in the 
Spring. Your Compliance, Gentlemen, will very much oblige your honour's most humble 
and devoted Servant 

John Maqrat 

Marblehead, Dec. 26, 1780. 

ifoM. ArcMveit Vol. 231, p. 61-64. 

Capt. Magray's petition is endorsed with the signatures of 72 inhabitants of Marblehead, 
Salem, Ipswich, Gloucester and Newburyport. 

The seizure of the salt-laden vessel, mentioned by Capt. Magray, was illegal. Salt was 
so scarce in the Colonies as to make a ship loaded with it a very valuable prize, and Capt. 
Baval, of the American privateer, evidently appreciated this fact. But there was one 
obstacle in the way of his seizing the ship. The Continental Congress had enacted a law 
early in the war, that the inhabitants of Bermuda, the Bahamas and New Providence, 
although BritLsh subjects, should be treated as neutrals, and that their property, on the high 
seas or otherwise, should be exempt from reprisals or seizure by American ships-of-war or 
privateers. Hence Capt. Baval's reason for retaining custody of the " Bermndian Gentle- 
. men " and Capt. Magray, tod finally landing them in the extreme northern part of Nova 
Sootia. He wished to give his prize crew ample time in which to sail his prize safely into 
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Salem, and to have her libelled and condemned In the Maritime Ctonrt there without the 
defence having any opportunity to show their exemption from seizure under the law. 

Another interesting point is developed in Gapt. Magray's petition. He states that whUe 
homeward bound from New England ** he was Taken by a Liverpool Privateer " and was 
deprived of all his property except his vessel. After being abused, insulted and robbed by 
American privateers, it certainly must haye been rather discouraging to Gapt. Magray to be 
obliged to submit to the same treatment from a privateer fitted out in a home port. 

Gommon wealth of Massachusetts 

In the House of Representatives, Feb. 1st, 1781. 

On the Petition of John Maobat, an Inhabitant of Yarmouth in Kova Scotia praying he 
may have leave to go Home in a Small Schooner or Shallop with his effects and return to 
this State again with his effects next Spring— 

Besolved that the Prayer of his Petition be so far granted that the said John Magray 
have leave to proceed to Nova Scotia as above mentioned and car^ with him One thousand 
bundles of Onions, fifty Bis Gyder, One thousand weight Brown Susar, three barrels West 
India Bum, and one quarter Gask wine (this Gourt being satisfied ne has Interest in this 
State sufflcieot to purchase said Articles) he giving Bond to the Naval Officer of the Port he 
may sail from with two sufficient Sureties in the penal Sum of One Thousand Pounds, New 
Emission, conditioned that h« carry with him no other Articles but such as are mentioned in 
this Resolve except Necessary Stores for the Voyage. 

And the Gommanders of All Armed Vessels and others belonging to this State are 
hereby directed to suffer the said Magray to pass with his Vessel unmolested, etc., etc,. 
Sent up for Goncurrence 

Galxb Davis, Speaker. 
In Senate, Feby. 2, 1781, 

Read and Goncnrred 

Jb&cmiah Powell, President. 
Approved 

John Hanoock. 

To the Qovemor, Gonndl, Senate, and House of RepresentativeB oonven'd at Boston June 

6, 1781. 
Gsntlbhbn: 

You (under Gkxl) being the Fathers of your People, more immediately under your 
inspection and care, and the Succourer of vour persevering Friends, situated more remote 
from your inspection (and whom a Branch of tne Atlantic seperates from being sheltered 
under the Wing of your paternal Gare) which by a long series of Goncurancies I nave Joy- 
fully experianced, and which now emboldens me once more to prostrate myself at your feet, 
for redress of Grievances, your honors may remember (for certain good services to America) 
you gave me a permit last February to return home, under certain restrictions which I 
compued with as far as circumstances would admit, but I could not purchase a vessel 
capable of conveying myself and effects home at that Season of the Year. I was obliged to 
get Passage home in a Vessell at Portsmouth, and then could not carry awav all my Effects 
and as your permit indulged me to return back again in the Spring, I made no scruple but 
your honor's permit would screen me from all and every insult or inconvenience that might 
accrue, but before I proceed, permit me to lay before your honors the dangerous situation I 
have involved myself in by my attachment to the American Gause. no sooner had I arrived 
at Nova Scotia, but the report was that I had Victualled and Glothed the Grew of a Letter 
•f Marque* Ship, and had officiated as Pilot to convey her seoretlv away to the American 
Teretorles, contrary to my duty, which was to [have] made complaint and had her selz'd, 
and by this means (as they said) I should have done my duty, and have acquired a much 
greater reward than I did by my dlsobedianoe, for which (as they said) I ought to swing, for 
an Example to other Rebels and Traytors. accordingly I was made a Prisoner and carried 
on board a Man of War, and drag'd before their Tribunal to be Judged (and if proved against 
me) condemned to Death, and confiscation of my Effects, for such a disloyal Grime, wis is 
the fourth time I have been imprisoned on board their Ships, and twice on Land, for no 
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other Oiime but my attaohment to the American Oanse, bat have hitherto escaped their 
fiandfl only for want of suffloient Evidence, and I tnut I may remain nnrivard a Friend to 
America and her laudable CaoBe, as I all along have, netwithstanding the repeated ravages 
made npon me by both Sides, And notwithstanding many of my Neighbors have violated 
their obligations. And as I have never carried out of these States one Boshel of Oom, or 
any other Provisions for my Familie's expence, but it hath cost me many a Barrill of Flonr 
for the sapport of distressed Americans, I know yoar honors can, and I dont not bat will, 
make a distinction between Feigned and Unfeigned Friends and grant me the priviledge of 
retaming home to my Family with my small Shallop and trifling Effects, and whatever 
Bond yon may please to lav on me, I shall acqaiaoe with, as heretofore, yoar compliance to 
this my homble prayer will lay me ander new obligations, and much oblige the public & 
Gentlemen, yoar humble and devoted Serv't 

John Maqbat 

Now even while I am petitioning yoar Honors, my Shallop and small Effects is Seized 
contrary to my Expectation, and the tenor of yoar permit, as I understand it; now as a part 
of my Business here was to bring up Americans, which I effected at my own Charge, I hope 
your honors will regard my petition above, with this addition, that my Shallop and Effects 
may be restored to me again, thus humbly prays. Gentlemen, your much obliged humble 
Servant 

John ACaqbat 

Oapt. ICagray's petition is endorsed by Samuel Ashton and 20 others, probably inhabi- 
tants of Marblehead. In transmitting the above petition to the great and General Oourt at 
Boston it was in some unaccountable manner mislaid, necessitating Capt. Magray's having a 
new petition drawn up upon his arrival in the latter town. This second petition, in much 
less stilted language, recites the facts contained in the first, and is endorsed by a number of 
citizens of Boston. It is accompanied by the following document : 



D, June 6, 1781. 

Honble Hoose of 
BepresentativeB 

May it please your Honors 
In Consequence of a permitt you were pleased to grant unto one John Magray of Nova 
Scotia in FeVy last to go from hence to his family with Supplies which lives in that Govern- 
ment, he is now come here again with a few articles such as abt three Quintalls fish, twenty- 

illegible] pounds of bever & 6 barls of herring & as the Laws of this commonwealth 

forbid such Intercourse & he pleads ignorance respecting ye Laws Should therefore esteem 
it as a favour you would direct me what measures to take and as in duty bound will ever pray 
& am your honors most Obedient 

humble Servant 

John Gkbbt, Naval Officer 

Commonwealth of ? 

Massachusetts ) In Hoose of Representatives, Jane 11, 1781. 

On the petition of John Maqbat of Yarmouth in the Province of Nova Scotia setting 
forth that his two mast Shallop has been seized at Marblehead, that he has been friendly to 
the American Cause & Prisoners, praying that the said Shallop may be restored and that he 
ni«y have a permit to go with her to Yarmouth & return to this market with fish &c. 

Besolved that the prayer of the petition be so far granted that it be and herelqr is recom- 
mended to the Naval Officer at Marblehead to restore said Shallop to the sd John Magray, 
his paying the oharges that may have arisen and that he have leave to proceed with her to 
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Tarmoath in Koya Sootia, carrying with him no articles except Hecessarr Storef fof th€ 
Voyage and that he do not retnm with any Btfects to this Commonwealth except he brlnif 
witn him his family to remain an Inhabitant. And the Gommanders of All Armed Vessels 
and others belonging to this Commonwealth are hereby directed to suffer sd Magrav to pass 
with his Shallop unmolested, and it is hereby recommended to the Gommanders of all Vessels 
belonging to the United States or any of them to let the sd Magray pass as aforesaid without 
hindrance 

Sent up for Concurrence 

Katb. Gobham, Speaker^ 
In Senate June 12th, 1781. 

Bead & Concurred 

S. Adams, Pres'd 
Approved, 

JoBH Hancock 

•Which had on board Four Thousand Five Handled bushels Bait. 
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GHAPTBB XXVm. 

To the Honorable the Senate ft Hoose of Bepresentatiyee for the Commonwealth of 
MaBsachnsetts, in General Ooort aesembled 

Humbly shews the petition of Samusl Shbldom Pool, Sbth Babitbs and James 
Kak*, mariners, all of Cape Forohu in the Province of Nova Scotia, that the said Kane and 
Pool, on their passage from Halifax to said Cape, were taken and bro't into the port of 
Boston^ and that said Barnes bro't into this port several American Prisoners,-^ 

They are all of them Inhabitants of the Western parts of said Province and live very 
near the extreme parts of the Eastern Country which is within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, their situation is so incapable of defense, and so ezposea to the depredations of 
either party, that they have ever been considered in a State of Nentrality--the private 
characters of your Petitioners are universallv known to be favorable to the United States, 
and notwithstanding the restraints of the British Government, they haire repeatedly exerted 
themselves in assisting the escape of American Prisoners, by concealing them from pursuit 
and landing them in some American port.— vast numbers during the War have taken refuge 
with them and can retire no further, as the sea intercepts their passage and wholly outs off 
their retreat; unless therefore, the people of the country will provide vessels and otherwise 
promote their escape they must be obliged to surrender themselves prisoners at discretion, 
xour Petitioners, as they nave ever offered, so they wish to continue their friendly services 
to Prisoners of this disoription, but the late acts for restraining an Interoourse with Nova 
Scotia, and the unremitting vigilance of the Privateers have rendered their further assistance 
utterly impracticable—for the reasons assigned in the Premises, they pray that leave and 
protection may be granted them to return to their families, and that a Committee may be 
appointed to hear their proposals for continuing the like services on terms beneficial to tnis 
Community and convenient to thetnselves. And as in duty 8to, will ever pray 

Samuxl Shsldoii Pooui in behalf 

of the whole. 
Commonwealth of Massaohusetts. 

In the House of Bepresentatives, Apr. 16, 1781. 

On the Petition of Samubl Ssbldoh Pools, Sbth Babitbs and Jambs Kabb, the 
Petitioners have liberty to procure a vessel not exceeding Twenty Tons Burden & proceed 
in her to Cape Forohue in Nova Scotia, & the Naval Officer of v« Port of Boston is hereby 
directed to clear sd Vessel out (A) & not to suffer any (B) article to be carried in sd Vessel 
Excepting Provisions Sufficient for the men who navigate her to carry her to sd Cape 
Forchue, & all Commanders of Armed Vessels belonging to this Commonwealth, are hereby 
directed & all Commanders of Armed Vessels belonging to any other of y United States are 
requested not to Seize or Molest sd Vessel or Men in their passage to sd place 
Sent up for Concurrence. 

Calbb Davis, Speaker 

In the Senate, April 17, 1781 

Bead and concurred with an Amendment A to B. 

Sent down for Concurrence 

Jbbb. Powbll, Prest. 

Viz : Dele from A to B. & insert '* The 
Said Samuel Sheldon Pool, 
Seth Barnes & James Kane giving Bonds 
to the said Naval Officer that no '^ 
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In the House of BepresentativeB, Apr. 17, 1781 

Bead & Goncarred 

CAI.BB Davis, Speaker. 
Approved 

John Hancock 
Mass* Archives, Vol, 187, p. 96-7. 



To the Honble the Senate and Honble House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Massachosetts, in General Coart Assembled in Boston— 

The Petitton of Zachabxah Foot for himself and in the behalf of BsKJAicnr Ba&nabd, 

Kathan Utlbt and DocTr Bicb 
Hnmbly Shews :— 

That the late Aot of Congress prohibiting any Trade or interoonrse with the people 
down there, bears very hard upon your petnr, and if there is not some indulgences allowed 
many poor unhappy Prisoners that fall in there must certainly Suffer, if not Perish for want 
of the Necessaries of Life, as well as your petitioners 

That latAly sundry Prisoners came there whom your petitioners have supported for some 
time out of their own Family Stocks, and it will be very discouraging if they are not per- 
mitted to purchase here at least as much as they Expend for the Support of Amerloan 
Prisoners 

That your Petr Foot, at the Earnest SolHcitatlon of some Prisoners there ventured to 
bring up Five of them in a Small Boat in her Ballest, upon no other business but to relieve 
them and to represent their case to this Honble Court. And as your petr» have rendered 
themselves very obnoxious to Oovemment there, on account of their aiding Americans, it is 
very hard upon them. 

That your petrt don't Wish for Liberty to Trade with any British Manufactures, but only 
for leave, ftom time to time to bring up Prislners as thej fall In there, and also some fish, 
and therewith to purchase some Orain and other necessaries of Life to replace what has been 
or may be Expended for the Support of the American Prisoners, Otherwise it will be out of 
their Power to afford them any Kelief . 

Tour petrs therefore humbly pray this Honble Court would be pleased to permit them to 
bring up Prisoners as they fall in there, and also some Fisb, and also that they may be 
permitted to purchase here Com and some other necessari<4 of Idfe. And yr petr Foot prays 
that be may now be allowed to purchase some Grain & other Necessaries of Life and to 
carry them down in his Boat. They also pray this Honbie Court would be pleased to forbid 
American Privateers from going on shore and Bobbing the Poor People there 

And in duty bound shall ever pray &o 

Zachabiab Foot 

We the Subscribers, two of the Prisoners brought up by Capt. Foot, having read the fore- 
going petition, find it just and true, he Boarded us one whole month, and for want of 
Sufficiency of Provisions in bis own house was so kind as to Board us out in another, and 
we must have Suffered if he had not Supplied us, and if the Honble Court should see meet 
we should be Iglad to be Examined upon the affair, not only for the sake of Sir Foot, but for 
the Sake of our Brethren who may again fall in there. 

Stlvbstxr Penduroh 

JAVBS PABXX& 

In Senate, May 11, 1781. 

Bead & thereupon Ordered that Nath. Gorham with such as the Honble House shall Join 
be a Committee to take this Petition into Consideration and report what is best to be done 
thereon. 

Sent down for Concurrenoe 

Jbex. Powsll, Ptest 
Im the House of BepiesentativeB, May 18, 1781. 
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Bttit %p M OoiMJUXMiOitv 

OAUB XUtVii Bptttiter. 

BAdUiaCdnotuted 

/om HAW900K4 

COnilMJiiwMhli 6t tfaliAolitktotti. ( 
In GottDoU, May 29, 1781 1 

^ On the Petition of 9itmthmtKn Foot in beludt ot hlmtolf and Bwoksamsx BARWAKn ft 
<Dtli«M, of KoVa Moll*— 

ADtttiKiV that th^ ttk^er of fbu Pettttott b« so t«f muted thftt Esohr. Voot be Mtmmed 
to tranepoft fh>m tide Ootemonireelth to Koth dootle in e small boat, fifteen Bnsbels of 
Ooni and nain, Olie Oask of Molessei, One Oask of Bnm, One Bl. of Pork, one Cask of 
Aiigar, one Bag of Ooifie ft owe Baudl bag <^ Ootton.— And that the Naval Offloer for the 
Fort of Salem, is hereby directed to give the Neoessary PMsers for the Clearanoe of said 
artioles. And all Commanders of Armed Vessels and others oelonging to the United States 
are requested not to molest or impede the said small Boat with the said artioles on Board. 

And whereas it appears that the said 2aohr Foot hath manifested a fHendly Dispositioii 
to the United States in supporting and bringing a nomber ot Prisoners <wiio have been 
pnfortnnatoW oaptared and csxried into the Provinoe of Nova Sootia) to this Oommonwealtb : 
Therefore it Is farther ordered tiiat whenever it shall appear to the wr. ft Oooncil that the 
taid Zachr Foot hath had occasion to bring Prtspnexa froih said Provlnoe that he be indulged 
to ship on Board his small Boat a Qnantil^ of Fish ft bMlng the same to tbiq Oomttiontreslth, 
andtobringuo^Mlheir Artioles eictiept so much Provision « will be neoeaMry for his Voyage 

Attest 

Jomr AvittY, D. 8o]r, 

Man. Arehkm, Vol. 28S, p. 18(V1 ; Fof. m, p. 403. 



To the Honbi« the Senate and House of Bepresentotives of the Oosunoawealth of 
Massachusetts, in Gtonecal Court Assembled 
Humbly Shews— 

Thomas MnaBTSinLD Scbalui. of Anyle, at Cape Versus, Husbandman, 
that your petitioner has been a peaceable Inhabitant ofthat Country for maay years, tho' a 
Native of Marblehead in the County of BsseJc. That your Petitioner frofti a firm affeotion to 
the American Cause, as well as from a sincere sympathy in the distresses of his fellow- 
ioreatUreS, has since these troublesome limes, eihpioyed himself frequentlv in Assisting 
Americans who have been Prlsonen with the Snemy, in their Bscape, and to distressed 
Mariners he has often afforded all the Beleif in his power. He hai several times bfotght 
Americans, who have been thus unfortunate, in his own boat, ft at his own expense, to these 
Shores ; ooncealing them at the haaard of his life from the Britons, their pursuers.— Your 
Pet i tio n er inlying in some measure on a Merit, which he founds on these Services to Num- 
bers the Inhabitants of this ft other the United Stetee. now presumes to repteseht his 
singular distress to tlds HonbU Court ft humbly to pray their Justice ft Compassion. 

7onr Petitioner was assaulted near the Shore of Said Cape by one William Bd wards and 



Whole of his little property. 

These men Were authotiaed by no Commission under thli Gk>vernikietit or auy other to 
make repfiaals on British Subjects, nor for any other purpose— hs therefore does not oonsidet 
himself as sharing merely the nto of a common enemy, tno' a true and sinoere friend to tha 
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AmerloAiui ; bat as *n nnfortimale man, who haa fallen into the hands of lawless, mipltyinfl^f 
inconsiderate men, and who are not protected by the Laws of this State, or by the Bights ai 
Nations— in their cruel Acts. 

This boat has been brought to Salem in the County of Essex, & there sold without any 
Oondenmation. or leave from the Maritime Court.— Perhaps the Captors, conscious of their 
wanting a legal Authority for their Capture, were cautious to avoid a Trial of their Claim. 

Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays, that your Honours would take into considera* 
tion his present distress, and would direct the said William Bdwards & others, the Captors, 
to restore the said Boat to your Petitioner, or that some other means may be used to prevent 
the said Bdwards & his said Companions from enjoying the fruits of their violence, in con- 
tempt of the Laws of this State and the Practice of Civilized JSatlons, even against their 
most declared & inveterate foes 

TbOHAS MmtWTOTrD SOBAIiB 

Marblehead, May 28, 1781. 

And we the Subscribers, from a feelins for the Bights of Human Nature, & because we 
detest proceedings thus cruel & lawless, do most heartily Join the above Petitioner in Ms 
Prayer, and beg lieve to recommend his Case to the Compassion of your Honours. 

(Here follow the signatures of ninety-three 
inhabitants of Marblehead, headed by 
Benj. Bowden, Jr.) 

Commonwealth { 

of Massachusetts ) In the House of Bepresentatives, June 8, 1781. 

On the Petition of Thokas Mibrkifibld SCbaiji, setting forth the Lawless Conduct of 
William Bdwards, in Seizing & arresting a shallop (Called the Argyle) out of the hands of 
Said Petitioner and praying that the pr operty may be restored— 

Besolved that the Petitioner Serve the adverse party with a copy of Said Petition, with 
this order of Court thereon to appear on Monday the Bleventh instant at 10 o'Clock in the 
forenoon at the State House in Boston to shew Cause if any they have why the Prayer of 
said Petition Should not be Granted. 

Sent up for Concurrence 

Nathasiml Oobhak, Speaker. 
In Senate June 8, 1781. 

Bead & Concurred 

Saxl Adams, Prest 
Appiov'd 

John Hakcogk 
Mom, Archives, Vol, 233, p. 277. 

Commonwealth ) 

of Massachusetts 3 In the House of Bepresentatives, June 14, 1781 

On the Petition of Thomas Mebbipiield Scbalb, praying for the Bestoration of a Boat 
lately taken from him & sold as a prize by William Bdwards & others— 

Besolved that sd Soeale be & he hereby is allowed to prosecute for the recovery of said 
Boat agreeable to the Laws of this Commonwealth 

Sent up for Concurrence 

Nath. (30BHAM, Speaker 
In Senate June 14, 1781 

Bead & Concurred 

S. Adams, Prest 
Approved 

John Hancock:. 

Only a few fragments of the Maritime or Prize Court records remain at this time, and 
any further record of Mr« Soeale's eflozts to regain possession of his property are not to be 
found. 
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CHAPTBB XXIX. 

To the honorable Senate and honorable House of BepresentatiTes of the Common- 
wealth of liassaohnsetts in General Ck>art Assembled. 

The Petition of Thomjji Flint and Dayid CoBimia, both Inhabitants of Gape-persne in 
the Province of Nova Bootia 
Humbly Shews 

That your Petitioners always bearing good Will and a£Feotlon towards the 
United States of America and ever fond of assistlDg the Subjects of them, when in Distress 
and DifElculty, beg leave to trouble your Honors with the following facts and pray the 
Interposition of your Honors in their behalf :— That Thomas Flint, one of your Petitioners, 
going into a harbour in Nova Scotia in a small Schooner of about twenty Tons burthen, 
called the Hannah (the property of your Petitioners) met with a small Vessel, a prize to the 
Privateer Brigantine, belonging to Salem, called the Captain Donaldson ;* that said Prize 
was in great Distress, being very leaky ; that your Petitioner Flint at the Desire of the Prize 
Master went on Board the Prize, and assisted the Crew in endeavoring to stop the leak and 
in lighteniuffher by taking out part of the Cargo and putting it on board your Petitioners' 
Schooner. That the Prize prooving too bad to proceed to Salem, your Petitioner Flint took 
the Crew and the remaining part of the cargo on board his Schooner and brought them to 
Cape pursue with a view of procureing a Vessel to bring the Crew and the Cargo of the 
Prize which your Petitioner had saved up to Salem. That your other Petitioner Coming 
actually got a Vessel and part of the Cargo of the Prize was put on Board of her ; when the 
said Privateer came into Cape pursue and the Captain ordered your Petitioners to carry the 
Carffo up in their Vessel, but being made acquainted with the Services your Petitioners had 
renderea to his men, told them he would give up their Schooner to them after her arrival at 
Salem, and that your Petitioners brought up the Carso of the Prize to Salem ; all which 
facts your Petitioners have certified under the hand of Uie Prize Master. 

And your Petitioners further shew that the owners and Officers and Crew of the said 
Privateer have consented to release their Schooner to your Petitioners, if your Honors will 
pass such orders as shall make their Liberality of Service to them, your Petitioners pray 
your Honors that they may have Liberty to hold their Vessel and that Permits be granted 
them to go to Cape pursue with their said Schooner, and further that they may have license 
to carry with them twenty Bushels of Indian Com, a Cask of Bum, a Cask of Sugar and a 
Cask of Molasses 

And your Petitioners would further trouble your Honors by shewing that many Prisoners 
Subjects of the united States are frequently escaping from Prisons and Guardships after 
being long confined at Halifax and other places and come to Cape pursue and for want of a 
passage from thence to some port Subject to the United States are taken up and sent to their 
former Confinement, and your Petitioners are very desirous to assist them in getting up to 
their Families and FriendiB, but being poor your Petitioners are incapable to do it unless 
your Honors would grant them some Favours & indulgencies, and your Petitioners depend- 
ing entirely for the Support of Themselves and Families upon the Fishery they pray that 
they may have passports and safe-conducts to secure them from seizure by Subjects of this 
Commonwealth and others of the United States in pursuing their said Business and that 
when your Petitioners shall find any Prisoners desirous of coming into this State they may 
have liberty to bring them up in some small Vessel and likewise bring in their said Vessel 
the Fish which they so shall have taken, and dispose of the same in this Commonwealth and 
return without Molestation 

And your Petitioners as in Duty Bound will ever pray 

Thokas Flint 
David ConanNO 

•The Brigt. *< Captain," John Donaldson, Commr. ; owned by Benj. Needham etaU.ot Salem ; Com- 
missioned Feb. 9, 1781. 
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GommoQWeAlth of MaaMohiuetts. 

In the House of BepreseotaUyes, June 9, 1781. 

Upon the Petition of Thohas Fldit and David Ctomraro, of Gape Peztne in the Province 
of Nova Scotia— 

Besolved that the prayer of the petition he so fte granted as that they may have liberty 
to depart from this Commonwealth with the Sobooaer Bannah for sd Oape Persne, and that 
they haye permission to carry such Necessary Stores for their families in sd Vessel as the 
Selectmen of the Town of Salem may Indse expedient 

And it Is farther Besolyed that said vSssel Mth h«r effects haVe the pennissien df this 
Oonrt to prooeed to Cape Pnrsne free f roia an^ ai6l d s^ t ieft» 

Sent up f or C}onoarTenoe *-,..... ^ 

In the Senate Jane 13th, 1781 

Bead ^ Cononrred 

S« AnUtti PMBt 

J6m EuLKcoci. 
ifas$. Arehives, VoL ^tp, 286. 



To the HonbU the Senate and Kimm HooM of BstttesentatiyM of th^ OCmmonwealth 
of Massaohos^tts, in General Oonrt Assembled at Boston, Jane, 1781 

The Petition of Bphkaik Co<»bi, ISsqr, of OaperS'ne in the Proyinoe of itoya Scotia 
Hambly Sheweth 



That your Petitioner formerly belonged to Kingstdn wi^ln this Gommon^ 

.^ __ he now owns a Beal Hstatet from whence he moved to Fova Scotia aom4 

▼ears since, and he was a pensioner to this Oovemment hayins lost his lies ^n tiielr Seryicej 



but has never received his pension since the Commenoement of the pTAsent Wat. That yoor 
petr lately came up to settlki his affaiis bnfl take care of his estate in Kingston. And is no# 
about retttfning heme if he ctei obtain a permit from vonr Honor!. 

He therefore hambly prajrs vonr Honets Would be plel»ed to grant him a permit to 
return back tb Oapersne and that be may hav« liberty to o«rry with him two barrells of 
Sngar* one barrall of Bum and a barreU of Cyder, And also that he may be pennitted to 
retam here again ft bring with him Fish, Beaver and other Fois. 

And as in duty bound shall pray ftc. 

»ttAiM Oodib 

&)ston, Jane llS, 1781. 

Commdnwealth of Massachusetts. 
In the House ot Bepresehtatives June 23, 1781 

On the petition of Bi^HaAxir CoCK« Bm^r piraying fot liberty to repair t6 Kova SCotU With 
some effects, Besolved that Bphraim Cook, Bsqr have liberty to return to Cllp6 Petiae (A) 
and carry wil^ him one BarriU Bum two BamiU sugar iind one Bi^rrill Oyder (B). 
Sent up for CoUotirrelioC 

In Sanate, June 28, 1781. 

Bead Sc Non-Concurred 

S. Ai>AMB, Pres'd. 

June 28| Baconsidered and concurred with an amendment from A to B. 
Send down for Concurrence 

S. AdiAics, Pres'd. 

DeU from A to B and insert-provided that the said petitioner be not permitted to tetuMi 



Digitized by 



Google 



m 

to thlB Oommonwealih & the Navftl Officer of the port Crom which he shall depart shall take 
special care that he carry no Letters or Effects. 
In the House of Bepresentatives, Jnne 23, 1781 
Bead & Concurred 

Nath. Gobham, Spkr. 
Approved, 

John Hancock. 
Mass. Arehivest Vol. 233, p. 430. 

Ephndm Cook senred in the French and Indian war, which ended with Wolfe's conquest 
of Quebec. His name appears on a biUetting roll of Capt. Gamaliel Bradford's Company. 
He enlisted April 11, and served until May 31, 1758. His application for a pension, in which 
he describes the manner whereby he lost his leg, is still extant, and reads as follows :— 

Province of Massachusetts Bay. 

To His Excellency Thomas Pownall, Bsqr Capt General and Commander in Chief in and 
over his Maiesty's Province of the Massachusetts Bay in New England &c, and to the 
Honbie his Maies^'s Council and House of Bepresentatives in General assembled Mar. 
y« 3d 1769. 

The Petition of Efhraih Cook of Kingston, in New England, in the County of Plymouth 
Humbly Sheweth 

That your Petitioner enlisted himself in the late expedition against Canada 
under the Command of Capt Gamaliel Bradford in Col. Doty's Begiment, and so it was may 
it Pleas your Excellencys and Honors, that after our Begiment came back over Lake George 
your Petitioner was ordered up Mohock [Mohawk] Biver in order to Build a fort at the 
Great Carr[y]ing Place* and after he came there was ordered to work in Building sd Fort 
and in hoisting up a large stick of Timber the Bopes Broke and sd Stick of Timber fell and 
unfortunately fell on vour Petitioners Leg and broke it allmost to peaces but had it soon set 
by the Doctors as well as it could Possible Could Considering how Badly it was broken but 
after your Petitioner had Endured the Most Exquessit Pain for aboute three weeks and all 
the Doctors Dispaired of making a Cure of it they advised me to have it Cut off (or my Life 
was in Danger) and accordingly I Consented to have it Cut off which opperation was per^ 
formed by Doctor Hall and some other assistance, sume time about the Middel of October 
Xiast and your Petitioner with a great deel of difficulty Qo% from Scannedea to Albany and 
from Albany he came by water to Hianus fHyannis] and from Hianus to Kingston be came 
in a Chair, and after your Petitioner had Got Home be was at a Considerable Charge for 
Doctors and other Necessaries to get his wound healed, an Account whereof he is Beady to 
produce, but what is worst of all your Petitioner has lost his Leg a little below his knee and 
therefore must be a Cripple all his Lifetime, your Petitioner therefore Most Humbly Prays 
your Excellency and Honors woold take his distressed Case into your wise Consideration 
and make your Petitioner such allowance and Becompense for his suffering and extra 
Charses as you in your wisdom think proper, or otherwise Beleive your Petitioner as you in 
your wisdom and Goodness shall seem meete and your Petitioner as in Duty bound shall 
ever pray 

Ephsaim Cookb. 

Kingston, March ye 3d 1759. 

N. B. Accounts above mentioned are herewith Exhibited. 

In the House of Bep»nt Mar. 17, 1769. 

Bead and Ordered that the Petr be allowed and paid out of the publick Treasury the 
Bum of Seven Pounds for his Charges mentioned, and three pounds for his sufferings. And 

«8chenectady,N.Y. 
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tiiat he bo allowed a Peneion of Four Pounds per Year ttll the further order of this Ckivrt 
Sent np for Oonourrenoe 

T. HvBBABDr Speaker* 
In Gonnoil Mar. 17, 1750. 

Bead & Goncnrred 

A. Oliykb, Seey. 
Consented to 

T. POWNALL. 

Mau, Archives, Vol, 78, p. 230. 
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OHAFTBB XXX. 

To the Honorable Senate A House of RepresentcOtvee, in Oenerdl Court aesembledt'' 

The Petition of the Snhsoribera, Merchants, & others, Inhabitants of the Town of Salem 
bnmbly sheweth— that they ha^e been informed by several GaptaiDS of Privateers & other 
Vessels Gaptnred by the Enemy in the Coarse of the last year that the Commanders of the 
British Cmizers on the Newfoundland & Halifax stations have of late had an exact account 
& perfect knowledge of the number, force & destination of our Arm'd Vessels as well as of 
the value & proposed Voyages of our Merchantmen. 

This information we suppose they get constantly from the Nova Scotia People trading 
this way ; some of whom having permits from your Honors, have exceeded the limits therein 
prescribed them ; one instance we have a special reference to is of a person of this Character 
that went to Halifax privately in a Flagg* & in concert with others we have reason to 
believe gave information highly prejudicial to the subjects of the United States. 

We have good reason to think that thro' this channel of information we have lost the 
greater part of our most valuable Privateers & trading Vessels— We have no doubt but that 
the representatives of the Seaport towns in this vicinity will coincide in Sentiment with us 
on this Subject & another year of ill-success like the last will totally deprive us of the means 
of building & equipping any more armed Vessels, which we apprehend would eventually 
much affect the Interest of the United States. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly implore your Honors to take the matter into your 
wise consideration, & if you may think it expedient, put a final stop to all such permissions. 
& direct the Naval Officer & Selectmen to make search in each town of this State and 
apprehend as Prisoners of War, all Nova Scotia men that may be among us, that they may 
be exchanged for our townsmen & others now Suffering on Board of British GuardShips. 

And your Petitioners as in duty bound, &o. &c. &c. 

Gkorgb Williams 
and 61 others 

This petition was referred to a committee, consisting of Messrs. Washburn, Ghoodhue and 
Davis, of the Senate, and Stephen Choate and Israel Nichols, of the House, which committee 
reported thus :— 

The Committee of both Houses upon the petition of a Number of the Inhabitants of the 
Town of Salem praying that an effectual stop be put to the iniquitous trade carried on 
between some of the subjects of this Commonwealth and the subjects of the King of Great 
Britain, &c., beg leave to report by way of resolve 

Stsfhbn Choats, pr Order 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

In Senate Jan 24, 1782. 

Resolved that no permit be given in future to any person or persons of what description 
soever to carry goods to Nova Scotia or any place in possession of the enemy or bring goods 
from any Dort in possession of the enemy to tnis Commonwealth on any pretense whatever.— 
And all Vessels with their effects so going to or coming from Nova Scotia or any other place 
in possession of the enemy (excepting such persons as have already obtained permissiou for 
themselves and property and have not deviated from such permission) shall be liable to 
capture and condemnation,— and shall be proceeded against in the Maritime Court for the 
purpose by the Naval Officer of the department where such offense may be committed— one 
moiety whereof shall be to the prosecutor, the other moiety to this Commonwealth— and the 

*FlAg of Trace. 



Digitized by 



Google 



120 

persons found on board any such Vessel shall be considered in every respect as prisoners 
of war and treated accordingly 

And whereas information has been frequently given to the enemy of the situation of onr 
trade as well as many other matters highly prejadlcial to the good people of this Common- 
wealth by saffering the Inhabitants of Kova ScoUa as well as other subjects of the King of 
Great Britain to go at large, it is further resolved 

That all Civil, Military and Naval Officers Selectmen & Committees of Correspondence 
be empowered & directed and they are hereby empowered & directed immediately to appre- 
hend every person whom they may have reason to suspect to be Inhabitants of Nova Scotia 
or other subjects of the King of Great Britain (except such as are excepted in the foregoing 
Resolve) and cause them to be carried before some Justice of the Peace in the County where 
they shall be thus apprehended, to be by said Justice examined. 

And if after said Examination had said Justice shall judge that said person or 
persons are Inhabitants of Nova Scotia or Subjects of the King of Great Britain, said Justice 
shall in that case cause said person or persons to be sent to the Governor & Council for 
further examination, & if the said Governor & Council shall judge that are Inhabitants of 
Nova Scotia or subject to the King of Great Britain, in that case the said Governor & Council 
are hereby authorized & impowered to send such person or persons to the Commisary of 
Prisoners to be exchanged for such of the Subjects of the United States of America as are 
prisoners with the Enemy. 

Sent down for Concurrence 

B. ADAm, Prest 

In the House of Bepresentatives, Jan. 24, 1782 
Bead & Concurred 

N. GoBHAM, Speaker. 
Approved 

John Hancock 

Mass. Archives, Vol 236, p. 19-20. 

The enactment of the foregoing resolve was far reaching in its effects, and was most 
severely felt by our people. The first to suffer its penalties was Capt. David Coming, who 
thus states his unfortunate case in a petition to the General Court:— 

To nu Excellency John Hancock, Esquire, Governor A Command&T'in'Chi^ of the Forces of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and his honorable Council 

The Petition of David Cobnino humbly shews 
That your Petitioner is an Inhabitant of Yarmouth or Cape Persue in Nova Scotia, & 
tho' he is a local Subject to his Britannic Majesty he has ever shown himself a Friend & well- 
wisher to the Liberties & Independence of the American States by seizing every opportunity 
to render them Service.— that he has during the progress of the present War as often as 
possible made a practice of transporting from Nova Scotia to the Commonwealth Prisoners 
whom the fortune of War had thrown into the hands of their Enemies, & when occupied by 
business of this kind he has hitherto met with such generous humane treatment as he 
supposed his useful Services justly entitled him to expect.— that actuated by his usual 
Inducement he sometime since left Capersue in a Vessel called the Sally having on bottrd 
two of his fellow Subjects with Fourteen Prisoners, Subjects of the United States, with the 
Intent to restore them to their Country— their Families and Friends.— that being just at the 
Entry of the Harbour of Salem, in this Commonwealth, he was captured by the armed 
Schooner Fly, Commanded by Christopher Babbige, Esqr., on or about the tenth of Biarch 
Instant & owned by Mr. Nathan I Silsbee, of said Salem, whither by his Captors he was 
ordered to proceed— that on his arrival at that port he applied to Mr. Silsbee for his 
Companions & Vessel's Liberation who returned for answer that though he himself was 
fully convinced of the Justice of his [Cornine's] intentions & the Services which he had 
already rendered this Country, he [Silsbee] could not relinquish his right to bis [Coming's] 
Vessel and effects as a Prize, as by virtue of a late Act passed by the Legislature of Uiis 
Commonwealth the Vessel &c. were liable to a Seizure by the Naval Officer & himself 
[Corning] & Companions to be Considered as Prisoners of War & treated accordingly, so 
that hy a relinquishment of his [Silsbee's] Bight in this Respect would be but divesting 
himself of the rroperty to vest it in the Government— that would Government quit their 
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Clmim, to fhe Vessel &o., he would with Pleasure give up his tiUe & tot his rCotning^s] 
Bervloee to the Public restore him his Property. 

Your Petitioner humbly represents that at the time of his sailing from Gape Persae, he 
had no knowledge of such an Act's being in Bzistonoe but supposed he might persue his for* 
mer Conduct with his former Liberty & that this Act was never intended by the Legislature 
to disadvantogeously aflfeot the tried friends of this Community. 

Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays your Bxcellency & your Honours to take this 
Matter into Consideration & that you would be pleased to order the Commissary of Prisiners 
(into custody of whom he with his Company hath been taken) to dismiss him & then im- 
mediately & that he after having his property restored to him by Mr. Silsbee m^y be protect- 
ed from a Seizure by the Kaval Officer or any other 

And as in duty bound shall ever pray 

David CoBzriHa* 

Capt. Coming's petition was accompanied by the following letter: 

Naval Office, Port of Salem, Mar. 10, 1782 
May it Please your Xxcellenoy & tne Honourable Council of this Commonwealth— 

I take this Opportunitv to Inform you that Capt. Coming was token & Brought in here 
by Capt. Christopher Babbidge, Commander of the Schooner File, of this Port. Capt. 
Corning had on Board Fourteen Prisoners, & thirty or Forty Quintals of Fish (as he Informs 
me), the Prisoners have been Living on him at Nova Scotia all this Winter as he Informs 
me, and was now obliged to Cut out of the Ice in Order to get clear of so great an Ezpence 
& Charge. I have Examined Capt. Comins and he informs me he never new anything of 
the Late Act Prohibiting All Vessels coming from Nova Scotia till he was taken by the 
Aforesaid Privattire 

And as it is my Duty to teke notice that All the Acts Relative to my Department be 
Punctually Observed I shall therefore lay a Clame to said Vessel Cargo & Appurtenancesi 
In Behalf of this Commonwealth Unless your Bxcellency & the Honourable Council should 
Direct me to the Contrary & shall waitt for your Orders, the Captors have Offered to ffive 
up there Parts of Said Vessel & Cargo, as the Master of said Vessel is a Pore Man & Meet 
with a great Deal of Misfortune this War, Provided the Commonwealth will Relinquish 
there Parts. 

I shall be always Beady to Observe your Excellency's & Honours Orders in this Sc 
all other Matters that may come within the Limits of my Department with the greatest 
Punctually, 

& I am with great Respect 

Your Excellency & Honours 

Most Humble Servant 

Warwick Palfrst, 
Navi Officer 
Tb His Excellehcy 

John HAirooott 
& the}Honbi« Council. 

Capt. Coming's petition seemd to ha^e been ignored by ^oir. Hancock and his Council, 
»nd no record is given as to how long he and his two companions were held as prisoners. 
Their detention was of short duration, however, for on April 29th following, Capt. Coming 
was one of the signers of a petition of the inhabitants of Yarmouth to the govemment of 
Mnssachusetts, as will subsequently appear. The ulUmato fate of the Sally is evident in the 
following: 
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Oommonwealth of KuaachnsettB 

In OonnoU March 15tli 1782. 

A liKTCBB from Warwick Palfrey, Ssqr Nayal Officer 

dated Salem, Bfarch 10, 1782 repreeenting that m 

Vessel from Nova Scotia commanded by Capt. DaTid 

Coming had been Captured ft bro't into Salem by 

a Privateer Schooner called the Fly Christopher 

Babbidge Commander^That the Prize had on Board 

fourteen American Prisoners & thirty or forty Qnin* 

tals of Fish & regnesting the Directions of the 

Ctovemor 9c Council respecting the Matter. 

Thereupon Adtiskd That the Secretary be directed to Write to Warwick Palfrey Esqr that 

as the Vessel referred to was taken by a Privateer belonging to the Inhabitants of this State 

who havb claimed said Vessel as their Prize, he as Naval Officer onght to have the Olaimante 

to Mng the Vessel & Cargo to final Condemnation in their own way & in their own nme 

A tme Copy 

Attest 

Jomr AvxBT, Seo'y. 

Bosioir, March 15, 1782. Obdkbbd— That the Secretary be and hereby Is directed ta 
write Warwick Palfrey Bsqr npon the Subject Matter of the Capture of Captn David Com- 
ing's Vessel pursuant to the above advise of Conneil. 

John Hancock 

Mass. Archive$t Vol. ITSf pp, Sd7-dtl. 

Thus was the evident good will of Capt. Coming's captors nullified, while Mr. Palfrey** 
disinterested efforts in his behalf were met with what was in effect a hint for him to 
mind his own business. The inhabitants of Yarmouth were not slow in realizing that the 
liassaohusetts government had taken a decidedly prejudiced view of their situation, and the 
following petition was drawn up and forwarded to the authorities at Boston: 

To the Eohble SencUe and House of BqpreeenUUiveB qf the oommontoeaUh of IfoMacAtMetto iM 
Oeneral Court auembled 

QXNTLXIOBN 

We, the subscribers, Inhabitants of the Township of Yarmouth in If ova Scotia, beg leave 
to represent to your honours our Situation, & pray for redress of some grievances which we 
suffer, & others we have reason to fear from the constraction many of your Privateers put 
upon an Act of your legislature pass'd 24th January. We call to mind with Gratitude the 
many favours this Township has received from the Liberty granted to bring provisions here 
from your state in times of extreme want ; when otherwise we could not have subsisted. At 
the same time we beg leave to mention to you the succor and releif many of your Prisoners 
have had from us when in distress both here and in captivity with your Enemies ; of which 
we are persuaded you are not insensible, & to which a cloud ot witnesses may be produced 
to Attest. Our apprehensions of danger are heightened by the frequent threatenings of 
some, & by the actual plundering of some others, whom we have treated with every mark of 
Friendship & Civility. As our situation is totally defenceless & exposed to the rapine and 
Devastation of every Person base enough to distress such a People, we most humbly request 
that yon would in your wisdom find some method to restrain & prevent your Privateers from 
coming on shore to annoy ft Interrupt us in the peaceable enloyment of our property & 
families ; & likewise that you would point out some way that Prisoners (a number of widch 
are with us at present & more dally expected) may be conveyed to your state. And we can 
Assure your honors that we are ever ready & willing to comply with every proposal & 



Digitized by 



Google 



128 



mtriotton yon shall mijoln npon iu tluit U In any Meainxe ooiudfltdnt with anr safe^. And 

ai In Duty Bound yoor Pettnonara shall over pray 
Yarmonth, April ) 

39tb 1782 j Jamm Killst 

Samusl Shbldoh Pools 
Bbnjamin Babkabd 
Nathak Utlbt 
Btbphbn Blahkt 
Nathahul B. Wklgh 
Joshua Tkefbt 
Philip GtowDxr 

liBYI HOBTOK 

Waitbtill Lbwis 
Jamss Oowdbt 

WiLLIAlf HASKBLL 

Thokas Flint 
John Gann 
Lkmusl Gsosbt 
Jamss Gbosbt 
Ebbnbzsb Pobtbb 
Nkhbmiah Pobtxb 
Ghbibtofhbb Stbicxland 
BiGHABD Williams 
Sblxd Landbbs 
JosBPH Pitman 
John Walkbb 

SSALBD JLANDBBB 

Bbnj. Bbown 
Benjamin Bbown 
John Landbbs 
Nathan Bbown 
John Sollows 
Pbbbt Hamblkion 
Samubl Habbtb 
Benjamin Habbib 
William TTAim.T« 
GoBNBLius Habbib 
Jambs Bbown 
John Killam 
Bbbnbzbb Glabx 
John Sandbbs 
Blibhama Bldbidob 
Saml. Bllbnwood 
Ambbosb Dennis, Jnnr. 
Thomas Gilfillbn 
Hbzekiah Bunxbb 

BiCHABD BOSB. 



Sbth Babnbs 
William Goftban 
Bzba Ghubchill 
Bbbnbzbb Elld 
Gbobob Bbidobo 
John Glabk 
Blkannah Glbmbnts 
Paul Gowen 
Joseph Hill Sandbbs 
John Glbmbnts 
Pelbq Holmes 
Jambs Gain 
Dayid Gbockbb 
Moses Pbbbt 
Bbbnbzbb Gbosbt 
Jonathan Gbosbt 
Thomas Tbask 
Bphbaim Wtman 
Wm. Hannotbb 
iCT.gAgiyii Butlhb 
John Magbat 
Jambs Bobbins 
Daniel Batmond 
Alhzandeb Bain 
Zaghabias Foot 
Bbbnbzeb Gobninq 
David Gobninq 
Ebbnezbb Gobnino, Jnnr. 
BzExiBL Bllib 
Jambs Mattenlt 
Jonathan Gobninq 
Dayid Habbts 
Hahadtah Pobtbb 
Thbophilus Gbosbt 
John Pabbt 
Ambbosb Dennis 
Jambs Gilfillbn 
Joseph Bent 
Jambs Allen 
Mass. Archive$, Vol. 237, p. 232. 



At the time this petition was forwarded to Boston an effort was made by the relatives 
and friends of onr people, residents of Salem, Beverly and Boston, to inflaence the Legis- 
lature in their favor, and for this purpose the following papers were drawn up, signed and 
inolnded with the above memorial.* 



To t?ie H<mble Senate and Bouse of Rq^esentcUivea in General, Court Assembled 

The Petition of Wm. Tnck, Late Gommander of the Ship Lvon, and a number of others, 
Subscribers, Humbly Sheweth that the Ship Lyon lately fell into the hands of the enemy 



•Bee Felt* 8 " Amials of Salem '* Vol n., pp. 288 and 667 ; also Geo. 8. Brown's •< Yaimouth," p. 487. 
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and was oatried to Halifax. The Blonde Frigate that oaptnred Her was wrecked npon the 
Seel Islandst from which sd Tuck & his Ck>tiipaiiy Oonslsting of about Sixty men in all made 
their escape to Yarmouth. Gape forsew, in Novascotia, where the Inhabitants Beoeived, & 
entertained ns Venr kindlj for fonr or flre days, daring which they fitted oat three Soiall 
Vessels with provisions &o, necessary for the parpose and Broat. Sd Tuck & Oo. and a 
namber of other Prisoners to the amount of about one hundred in all, safe to this Oonmion- 
wealth. This friendly act was a Great favor to us, and particularly So when we consider the 
Extreme Sufferings of a Great number of our Brethren on Board the British Prison Ships 

▲nd your petitioners beg leave to declare that the Inhabitants of said Yarmouth, or the 
Greatest part of them, removed from this Commonwealth a few years ago, and have shewn a 
friendly disposition towards all American Prisoners, by. Supplying them when in Prison and 
after they Sscaped, helping them to Escape ; and Conveying them to this State at their own 
Bxpence; we Deleave that they have convayed more than one Thousand Prisoners from 
Sd Yarmouth to this Commonwealth, which doubtless is a Public advantage as well as a 
Benefit to maney Individaels. Yarmouth is a new Settled poor defenceless Place, the 
Inhabitants thereof are Generally poor and unable to Support Prisoners at their own 
expense; and could not have done it So Long, if they had not had liberty to Carry Bread- 
corn &c from hence, we are Creadibly Informed that the said Inhabitants of the sd Yar- 
mouth have never taken the Oath of allegiance to the King of England or ever taken up 
arms against us, they have never had their Malitia Mustered, from allwhlch your PeUtionem 
humbly Conceive that The Said Inhabitants Cannot be Considered as enemies to the United 
States. 

And whereas the Said Town of Yarmoath have been, and are still liable to be, plundered 
by American Privateers, and their fishing Boats and Shallops are in the Same predicament, 
and whereas by the laws of this Commonwealth they are in Common with other Brittish 
Subjects, forbia to come & Bring their fish to. or carry com or other fishing stores from 
this Commonwealth, or even to Gto Back with their Boats after having Bro't up Prisoners.— 

Your Petitioners most Humbly Pray Your Honors to take their Case into Your wise 
Consideration and Grant them Such Beleaf and liberty as you in Your Great wisdom may 
think fit and propper and as their conduct has merritted 

And as in duty bound shall ever pray 

F&AVCD Cabot, Jr. 
and 120 others 

Beverly, Bfay Ye 27, 1782. 

Ma»$, Archives, Vol, 237, pp. 22M0. 

To the Honble Senate A ( Boston, June 1782. The Petition of the Subscribers In behalf of the 
Bouseo/RepreeentativesilahBhitajkXaot Yarmouth in Nova Scotia, humbly she weth :— Thai 
we have Reason to beleive said Inhabitants are in General, as Friendly to this & the United 
States, as the Inhabitants of this Commonwealth, of which they nave given the most 
Incontestible Evidence, by their Constant and Unwearied. Care of our Prisoners, who have 
made their Escape from the Enemy, Many hundreds of whom they have Supported, at 
the risk of su£Ferlng themselves, & have transported to this Commonwealth, and Indeed 
have Given every testimony their Circumstances woald admit, of their firm Attachment to 
the cause of America. Notwithstanding which, so base, Unnateful, & Wicked have the 
Crews of the Small Privateers, & Armea boats been, who have oeen Comndssioned from this 
Commonwealth, that after being treated in the Kindest Manner, by sd Inhabitants, they 
have plundered their Houses, Sobbed them of their property & even added Insult and 
Abuse. We are sensible of the difficulty of discriminating between any Inhabitants who 
live in any part under the lurisdiotion of Britain, but if possible ft Consistent, with the 
Safety, of this & the United states, we humbly pray Your honors to Adopt some Measozes 
for the Beleif of these poor, Distressed people, and as in duty bound shall ever pray. 

Nathahxxl CuitTiB 
and 96 others. 
ifoM. ArcMioe$t VoU 237, p. 231. 

fBlondsBodk. 
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'We the BitbBorlbeni hereby certify fhat Senoe the Present War, we had the mtefortaxie to 
fall into the hands of the Bnemy, carried to Nova Scotia, and made onr escape to Yarmonth, 
Gape persne, and were Received and entertained there in a very friendlv manner, and were 
conveyed from thence to this state by the Inhabitants of said Tarmonth, and farther that 
whenever an American Prisoner in Aova 8cotia can get to said Yarmouth he is snre to be 
entertained well and Sent home, as soon as Poesible. this has been the Case ever sence the 
present war with Great Biltton. 

Ilayy«27,178& 

Jaub Btoxmax Samuxl Stoks 

Jambs Bichabdsoh Amos Lbfavoub 

Jambs Hsa&icK Bucahkah Cobb 

JOSXTH WZUEINSOH JOHIT MBB&T 

Mathbb Lombabd Josbth Babbbtt 

Sbwall Tuck William Bsmwv 

Fbaboib IiAmpson Jambs Abbimotok 

John Fbaxois Josbph Pickbung 

JoNATHAH Felt. 



Salbm, May 10th, 1782. 

This may Certtfy that I, Peter Stevens, of Groton, was taken on board the Ship venas 

m Boston Commanded by Capt TGeorge W.1 Babcock. was carried into Halifax put on 

Board the prison ship, from which i made my iCscape; was taken np and pat on board the 



from Boston Commanded by Capt TGeorge W.1 Babcock. was carried into Halifax put on 
Board the prison ship, from which i made my iCscape; was taken np and pat on board the 
Attalanta sloop of war. I made my escape from her travelling towards Oapeisoe. About 



six or seven miles from Halifax met a man by the name of Albio who carried me aside, gave 
me Two Dollars and Directed me on mv Bhode. told me that If I got to Capersae to enquire 
for one Capt. Foot who he knew would assist me. I got safe to Capersue by the help of 
mauy friends that I met on the Bhode. I went to Capt. Foots and staid at his house some 
time with several other prisoners. He came on purpose with his boat to fetch us home and 
refused pay for it, saying that he never made a practice of takeing anything from prisoners 
in Distress, this is the usage I met with and have reason to Beleive hundred others have 
received the same from Capt. Foot. 

I can but Gratefully Acknowledge his favours and I sincerely wish that he may meet 
with Due incouragement and protection from this State. 

To All Gentlemen to whom this may come. 

Although I have safe returned from the Disagreeable State of a Prison Ship I cannot In 
Gratitude pass by the favour I have received from the Inhabitants of Nova Scotia who have 
treated me and mv fellow Prisoners with as much kindness as our own friends So Brethren 
would if they had been in their Circumstances 

I was taken on the 14th of April In the Capacity of Cheif Mate of the Ship Lively from 
this town, Belongingto Thomas Bussell, Esqr— by his Brittanick maJesty^s Frigate the 
Pandora ft carry'd to uallifax. there with the rest of My Comrades was put on Board the 
Prison Ship, in this disagreeable place I remained four weeks when an opportunity offerred 
which we embraced to Confine all on board ft gain our Liberty when some who had Sxperi- 
eneed the Kindness of these Inhabitants Before, Animating the wrest by saying. If we can 
only get to the Westward of Liverpool we shall, as it were, be at home,— very true by 



Leavingon^Board twenty men which the boat would not Carry, being so crowded that we 
could saw Mit v«fy slow, but with some DiiAculty we reaoht shore the where we landed 
twenty* the remainder of us are here to Acknowledge the favours we one and all have 



Beceiv'd from the Inhabitants who have in Several Places tamed their Children out of their 
beds to Aooonunodate na with Lodging whieh they would not have been Necessitated to do 
if they had not bean JO^InhvnianlyBOM'd by eur small Privateers, who not being Content 
with that but have abused them afterward, that t|>ese.B4bbewKof,|Jto Pelfnceleis wiay be 
Detected is my 

'■aniflatWhish 

,.Jw49«ar 0«4QUjr. 
Mam. AnMo$$t VoL 287, p. 93. 
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the petition of the inhabltanti of rarmonth and the eifortt In tfcetf htSlaSi o( iMf 
liiaBBaohQMttB friends were not without availi for on Joly 6th eneotng the General Ckmr^ 
passed the following Besolve }— 

BSSOLTB ON tBM PBHTION FaOM A HTTMBBB OW Tfom XMHAtflTAimi OV TSM TOWHB OT BOSTOV 
Aim SALBM , PROHIBinNQ OOMMANDMBS OF ABMBD YKSBBLS FROM KOLBBTZira TH» I^OFLB OV 

BBOiuB nr TBM Tovnt oW YAMUcmrA, m tbm raoviHcfn oV Nova Sootxa. 

On the petition from a number of the Inhabitants of the towns of Boston and Salem^ 
settlne forth that the Inhabitants of the town of Yarmoath, in the province of Nova Scotia^ 
have dorlBg the course of this War shewn themselves of a uniform, friendly disposition 
towards the subjects of the tjnlted States of America, notwithstanding which some persons/ 
Inhabitants of this Oommonwealth, void of the common feelings of humanity, have repeated-* 
ly gone on shore and wantonly entered the houses of those peaceable InhabltantB and cruelly 
plundered them of their effects. In order to present uke fnstanoet of inhumanity and 
barbarity in future, 

BnsoLVKD, That from and after the first day of Angnst neat<no eemmander of any armed 
vessel, or other person belonging to this Oommonwealth, be permitted to go on shore, within 
the limits of the town of Yarmouth, in the province of Nova Scotia, and plunder any of ther 
inhabitants thereof, of any of the articles herelnitfter mentioned. vliB., wearing apparel—' 
household fumiture^farming utensils—provisions— live stock— fish or Ashing geer salt—* 
boats or shallops, with their taokle and appurtenanees— and in ease any suih oommandef 
or other person shall notwltKstaoding this nsolve, pfesume to go on shore within the limit* 
of the Sttld town of Yarmouth, and there take or seize any of the articles hereinbefore^ 
enumerated, belonging to any of the inhabitants thereof, such inhabitant or inhabltantsr 
who shall have any of the said articles thus taken, be, and they hereby are admitted, by 
themselves or their attorney, being a lelge sabfect of this Government, to appear within 
any Oourts of law within this Oommonwealth, and there prosecute the same to tfnal judges 
ment and execution, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

<— 5ee Acta d Sewlves qf MasioehugetU for 1788^ Chfigp4 exixi 

Oommonwealth of { To the honorable the Senate, & the honorable the House of Bepreaenta' 
Hassaehnsetts ) tives of said Oommonwealth, in General Ooort assembled, ait Boston/ 
June, 17822. 

fooMAS FtmT, BmrJAMiH BboWhb 8t JaMmb KsLuir 
hnmbly shew 

That in the bMlnnlng of May last* the BritMi Irrigate Blonder was Bhfp« 
wrecked on Seal Island^ neaf the coast of NoVa Sootla, at which time said Ship had a larger 
number of American FrlBoners on board, who thereby got permission to return home, but 
destitute of every kind of Support: Your Petitioners, inhaDitants of Oape persue in Nova 
Scotia, being Owners of three small Shallops fitted them out and brought up said Americans 
to this State to the Number of Sixty-^flve, ft suoported them all for l2 days at their own 
Expense, together with three of their own Men in each Shallop who were necessary to 
navigate- the vessels : And as your Petitioners have not been able to obtain even a IteplaoO' 
ment of their Providon expended in the Service of returning dS Seamen to this State, they 
humbly prav this honorable OoUrt to this State, to take the Premises into their wise Oon-' 
sideration & direct that such Allowance be made them as to ttight and Justice shaU 
appertain-^And that they may have a Safe pass to return 

Thomas Fluit 
Bmr# Beowvs 

JAMSB KjUiLMi 



Oommonwealth of ICassaohusetts. 

In the House of Bepresentatives June 9, lW« 

On the Petition 6f TftoitAs thtst ft others 

Besolved that his Excellency the Governor with advice of Ooundl be requested to give a 

•Blonde Boek— so called from this iDstanoe. 
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JmpOtI to Bilr^iJM ^auyWttu, JAites iLxLLaft & ta^HAA pLOtt-'io telttni to th«if 
Habitatloiis in NoTa SootU. 

^ Also BMoWed that the OomlaMiy General fnmiBh the laid Petiitlonen Twelve Day* 
nations fot Siztj-ilTe Men. 

Also Resolved that the Naval Offloer for the Port of Salem Inspect all the Letters A 
passports they maj carry with them 

Bent np for Ooncnrrenoa 

Kath. OoBHAk, Speaker 
In Senate June 10, 1782 

Bead * Oononrred 

S. Ai^AMS, Frasi 
Approved 

JOBH Havoocx 



A maneyfest of thinss Bobed from Sbth BabUbs of Tarmoath, In Kova Sootia hf 
Leftenant Smothers and Eleven more men belonjring to Oapt. Silas Smith in a Small Armed 
Schooner Belonging to Salam oned by William Kothey Doctor Arklos Patnam ft Williams 

of the afore S^ Town of Salam on friday Night j% 26th of Aprel 1782 at about ten 

of the Klock thev bsot my hoos with armes ft Outlaases and begtkn to Bansaok the Same 
with Bage ft took the artacles as follows from my hons.— 

(Here follows an inventory of the articles taken, including schooner and sails, valued at 
£240; C 130 qtls. codfish valued at iB284; together with a lohg list of hotisehold suppUes and 
merchandise of unique Vartct^, the Whole betttg tttUM at ^g842-l(M),— a tidy sum for those 
times.) 

This manifest was probably drawn up by Capt. Barnes to be tised in cOnne<ttion iHth a 
petition iot redress which he addresML to the General Court of Massachusetts. The petition, 
unfortunately, is not to be found, but the action of the Oourt upon it is given below. Mr. 
Barnes' petition was undoubtedly a prime factor in the legislation in faVor of the inbabitantii 
of Yarmouth, as given in oUr preCediiig chapter. 

Ck>mmonwealth of Massachusetts, 

In the House of Bepresentatives, June 17, 1782. 

Upon the Petition of Sbth Baknss of Yarmouth in the Province of KoVm Sootia. 

Whereas it appears to this Oourti that the inhabitants of 'Yarmouth, in Nova Scotia, 
have in a variety oi instances shown a disposition of the most pacific and friendly tendency 
to the sublects of the United States, and nave not taken any oath of allegtance to the Cro#n 
of Great Britain, and ought to be held as in amity with this State : 

And whereas certain persons in the private armed schooner Dart, On the hight Of the 
B6th of April last, took a schooner loaded with fish) and owned by the petitioner ''then Ijing 
without sells in the harbour of the said Yarmouth, and in a most outrageous manner, broke 
Into the house of the petitioner and took and carried off a variety of provisions, contrary to 
the true intent and spirit of their commission, and to the dishonour of the government Under 
which they held their commission i 

Therefore, Besolved, that the said Seth Barnes, be, and he hereby is authorized and 
empowered, to appear in any Maritime Oourt, and Olaim any property taken as aforesaid, 
and institute and persue to a final Judgement and execution, such suits in the Gourts of 
common law, as may enable him to recover and receive all such property: and that in all 
Courts, wheuier of a maritime or common law Jurisdiction, he be, and hereby is empowered , 
to exerdse all the rights and privileges, as far as shall respect such property, as fully as if 
he was an inhabitant of this Commonwealth ; and the Courts aforesaid are hereby required 
and authorised, to allow him all the advantages and rights of a party in the said Courts, the 
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same m if «he said Skth Babvbs was a liege sul^eot of this Commonwealth, any law or 
resolve to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Bent np for Gonounrenoe 

K4TH CkxBBAM, Speaker. 
In Senate June 19, 1782 

Bead 6 Ctonoorred 

S. Adams, Prest 
ApproT'd 

JoBH Hancock. 

ifoM. Archives, Vol. 287, pp. 17-20; dUo AcU and SeMhes of MaasaOituetU f&r 1782 
Ckap. xlviii. 

Armed with the aathorlty thns provided him Mr. Barnes instituted legal proceedings at 
Salem for the reooTery of his property. Bat his efforts were without avail. We can easily 
understand his meagre chances of success when we note that his despoileis were men of 
prominence and of considerable influence in the community. It apparently was of little 
importance to the jury that the plaintiff had been unjustly deprived of his property* The 
defendants were their fellow townsmen, one of whom, George Williams, represented them 
in the (General Oourt. We can therefore understand the feelings prompting Oapt. Barnes to 
petition the General Ck)urt as follows : 

Commonwealth ) To the honourable the Senate, and the Honourable House of Bepre- 
of Massachusetts ) sentatlves, 

In General Court Assembled at Boston, July, 1782. 

Skth Babnks humbly sheweth 

That he is an inhabitant of Nova Scotia and having lost a very considerable 
Property which was taken from his house in Yarmouth, he came into this State, claimed the 
property so taken, but the same being condemned ; he is desirous of returning home to his 
unfortunate Family with a full Determination of removing them into this State from the 
predatory Attacks of unfeeling Sailors, who, armed against enemies in Arms, take advantage 
of their Commissions to carry Devastation to the fire Bides of the defenceless. 

He therefore humbly prays tiiis honourable court to grant him permission to return to 
Yarmouth in a small Vessel and to have a pass to take with him a Barrell of Flour, one of 
Bum and one of Coffee, which are much needed in that place. And your petitioner shall 
ever pray 

SKTHBABras. 

Commonwealth ) 

of Massach u setts ) In the House of Bepresentatives July 1st, 1782. 

On the Petition of Sktr Babvss 

Besolved that the said Seth have ft he hereby has Permission to retain to Yar- 
moutn in Nova Scotia in any Vessel to whom a Safe Condoot may be granted, ft to take 
with him oneSanel of Flour, one of Bum ft one of Oofflee. 
Sent up for oomouienee 

KiXH GoBBAOf, Bpeiter 
In Senate. July 4tti 1782. 

Bead ft Concurred 

S. Adams, Vfees'd 
Approved 

Jonv Ha«oook 

Uau^ArcMosi, rcl.m,p. 210. 
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This may oertify your Bzoelly & Honors that SrxPHBf BiDBioaB and Eubha 
tejiBiDoa are bronsht before me, the Bubecriber, one of the Jostioes of the pease In & for 
eaid Ooanty by Kalhl Barber, Bsqr— one of the Committer of Oorrespondenoe, Inapeotion & 
Safety for the Town of Boston in said Ck)nni»r— the said Nathl praying from their going at 
large in Boston aforesaid, & snggfvts to me that he hath reason to saspect that they & each 
t>f ^em, are Inhabitants of the ProTince of KoTa Bootia & Bnbjects of the king of Great 
Britain & that neither of them have any permidsion from yonr BKoellenoy & Honors or any 
other Legal permission to oome within the Jurisdiction of this Commonwealth— bnt have 
presumed to come in contempt of a resolve of the »d Commonwealth, on the twenty-foorth 
of Jan'y this Current year, of all which complaint aeainst them, the said Stephen & Elisha, 
they have been certified by me and required to say whether they are Inhabitants of sd Kova 
Scotia & Bnbjects of the sd King of Great Britain, to which they, & each of them reply and 
severally plead & say that they are Inhabitants of sd Kova Scotia, & Bnbjects of sd King of 
Great Britain, & that they have not obtained Legal permission to come within this Common- 
wealth. Wherefore tis considered by me, the said Justice that they the Said Stephen 
Bldridge ft Elisha Bldridge be sent to your Excellency ft Honors for farther examination in 
the premises that yr Excellency may take snch farther order, relative thereto, as to Law ft 
Justice shall appertain, for which purpose I herewith bond the sd Stephen ft Elisha by 
Josiah Simpson— one of the Constables of the Town of Boston aforesaid. 

Given under my hand and seal at Boston aforesaid the first day of Jaly Anno Domini 
seventeen hundred and eighty two 

Joseph Gbbbnlbav Jostioe Peace 

Commonwealth of Massschusetts 
July 2. 1782. 

In Council July 2, 1782 

Whereas Stkphxn Eu>bidqb and Blibha Etj>nn>oB, having been adjudged to be In*- 
habitants of Nova Scotia by Joseph Greenleaf , Bsqr of Boston, one of the Justices of the 
Peace In ft for the Countv of BufFolk and on this day were brought before the Governor and 
Council for further examination, after hearing the said Stephen ft Elisha, It appears that 
they were captared by Capt. Babcock in a small Vessel ft that the said Stephen ft Elisha 
were put on Board the Prue as Prise Masters* : that their Intentions were to come to Boston 
tor the purpose of conveying Capt Lee, who had been a prisoner in Kova Scotia to Salem, 
and to pay a ransom for their Vessel. Whereof it Is considered that the said Stephen ft 
Elisha Bldridge be discharged and they are hereby directed as soon as thev have accomo 
plished their business relatTng to their payment of the Ransom of their Vessel, to depart this 
Commonwealth ft they have liberty to carry such Provisions as are sufiLoient for their 
voyage to Kova Bootia 

Attest 

John AvxbV^, D. Seoy% 

Mass, Archives, Vol. 178, p. 4^1. 



KxwBtmTlN>BT 15th August 1782. 
May it please your Exoellenoy 

I have in the course of my Duty as a Kaval OMcer of this Commonwealth, Seized a 
certain small Schooner Commanded by WilliaiK Gbbbnwood from Barrington In Kova 
Scotia with part of a load of Fish on board. I conceive it a part of my Duty allso to inform 
your Excellency of some Circumstances attending this poor man ft his indnoement for 
coming here. Six men belonging to this State, came to his nouse destitute of provisions ft 

•It is difllcult to understand bow the Messrs. Bldridge could act as Pri» Masten over tbelr own 
property. Perhaps some other meaning Is intended. 
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money, said they had been prLsonen & Bioaped Sc weie then on their way home, which they 
ooald not acoomplleh without hlB aMlstance. wae mnch Importuned and aeenred there was 
no danger, that he might bring np a load of dry fish and carry Neoeesaries for their famlUeSi 
that he at Last Beluotantlv Complyed, and that he was freighted by 30 families who were 
mnch Distressed, these I oelieave to be facts. I have proceeded officially, and shall libel 
her agreeable to Law ; unless yr Brcellenoy in Oonncll (under these Clioumstanoes) shall be 
pleased to Order otherwise. 

I am with all Bespect yr Ezcellenoy's most Humble Bern 



To His Bzoellency John Hahcock, "E^qr 



H. HODQK* 



Auff. 16, 1782. 

His Bzcellenoy communicated a letter to the Council from lUchael Hodge, Naval Officer 
of the Port of Newbury Port dated the 11th inst., relatli^e to the seLsure of a vessel with put 
of a load of Fish belonging to Wm Greenwood from Barrington in Nova Scotia. 

Advibsd that the Secretary be directed to write the Naval Officer for the Port of New- 
bury Port to keep possession of the VAssel ft Fish but not to proceed any further in the 
matter till the General Court meets in order that Mr. Greenwood may represent his Case to 
the General Court their Next Session. 

True Extract of the Minutes of the (Governor ft Council 

Attest 

JoRH Atsbt Secy 

Mobs. Archines, Vol, 287, p. dOl. 

To the Hont>U Senate and Honbi* House of Bepresentatlves of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts in General Court Assembled at Boston September 1782. 
The Petition of William Gsbmnwood of Barrington, in the Provinoe of Nova Scotia,^ 
Humbly Sheweth 

That on the second day of August last he sailed from said Barrington in a Small 
Schooner of about Twelve Tons bound for Newburyport with Six American Prisoners All of 
whom, being destitute of Money and friends he generously furnished them with their 
Necessary Stores out of his own Private Stock, without receiving any pay for the same, 
npon their representing to him their distressed situation. He also put on board said Vessel 
about One hundred Qulntles of Fish, the property of Thirty-three different Families there, 
and arrived at Newbury Port about a month ago, and In a few Days after their Arrival the 
said Schooner and Fish was Seised by the Naval Officer of said Port on Account of a Besolve 
of Congress forbidding any Trade to be carried on with the people of Nova Sootla, as your 
petnr was then informed ; of which Besolve your petur was Totally ignorant. 

Tour petitioner has proved himself a faithful Friend to the Cause of America, and has 
suffered very much on Account thereof. And he humbly conceives this Honbi* Court will 
see it to be reasonable that he should be dealt favourably with. 

Tour petitioner therefore humbly prays that this Honbi* Court would be pleased to take 
his distressed case into their Serious and Compassionate consideration and be pleased to 
relieve him by ordering the said Schooner and Fish to be restored, or relieve him fn>m his 
present Troubles in such way and manner as your Honors in your known Wisdom and 
goodness shall see meet 

And as in duty bound shall piay fto, 

WiLLm Gbwdtwood 
Boston Sept 19, 1782. 

I, ZnuLOV Bowi, of Newburyport, of Lawful A^^e, depose, that, about the tenth dav of 
May last, I sailed from Newbury Port in the Privateer Schooner Fox, on a Cruise against 
the Enemies of the United States of America. That on the second day after we sailed: from 
Georges Biver we were Captured by the British Frigate Ceres ft caoied into Halifax ft 
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there oonflned on board the Prison Ship— That abcmt the twentieth day of July made our 
Ssoape from the Prison Ship & with mooh difficnlty arrived at Barrini^ton in Kova Sootla. 
withont money or ProTlsions, where we fonnd one Mr Wm Greenwood, who kindly sappliea 
US with whatever we needed Gratis.— That we ft one other Prisoner who had sot there also, 
applied to sd Greenwood to bring ns to Newbnry Port, bnt It was with great IHfficnlty thai 
we prevailed with him to consent to bring ns, as he bad lately lost his wile & had nobody 
bnt a girl to leave a fandly of small ohildren with & was Jnst engaging in his mowing: how- 
ever we at last did prevail with him to oome ft as he was coming, the People, there, tho't it 
a good Oppy to send np some fish to get a few necessaries with, aooormngly thirty-4hree 
Persons sent np abont an hundred Quintals of fish. I further say that the People in general 
there were very friendly to us ft ICr Greenwood never oharged us a farthing lor his Trouble 
or lor our Provisions, and further I say not 

Zwmvum Boa 

Sssex, 8. 8. Aug. 27, 1T82. Then the aforenamed Zebnlon Bowe personally appeared ft 
after being carefully examined and duly cautioned to testify the whole Truth ft Nothing 
but the OTmth, made oath to the truth of the alorewritten Deposition bv him 8ubsoribea. 
Taken at the Bequest of William Greenwood to be used before the Hon. General Oourt 
of the State of Massachusetts. The said Deponent being bound to 8ea is the Oause of 
taking this DeposiUon. Ifichael Hodge. Naval Officer of the Port of Newbury Port was 
notified but dia not attend. 

Taken in due form of Law by me 

Katbl Pan, Juit. Pac 

Oonmionwealth ( 

of MassaohusettB ) In the House of Bepresentatives 8ept. 28 1782. 

On the Petition of William GnnKrwooD, of Barrlngton, in the Province of Nova 8cotia 
Besolved that the Naval Officer of Newbnrvport be and he hereby is dlreoted to 
permit the said William Greenwood to depart from the said Port with his Schooner lor said 
Barrlngton, and also take on board said Schooner the Value of the fish brot in said Schooner 
in such necessaries and articles as the said naval officer may think proper lor the Use cA 
the thirty-three poor families to whom it belonged^they being represented as great Mends 
to the TTnited States. 

Any Bnense the said Naval Officer has been at in the approved discharge of bis dn^, to 
be paid by the said Greenwood. 

Sent up for oononrrence 

NAIBAHnL QOBBAK, I 

In Senate Sept 24, 1782. 

Bead ft Oonourred 

8. Anaxs, Preaidt 

Approved 

JOBH Hahoook. 
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OHAPTKB XXXTX. 

The enactment of the Besolre of July 5, 1782, by the Great and General Court of Mana- 
chnaettB, whereby further moleatation of our people by American Privateers was prohibited, 
seems to have had its desired effect, and the Archives of Massachusetts contain no further 
complaints from our people. The dawn of Peace was already brightening the political 
horizon, and the passage of the following Act whereby trade relations with the subjects of 
King George m, were resumed, mad* legislation and the consequent numerous petitions, 
depositions, oertiflcates, etc., no longer necessary. 

Oonmionwealth of ) 

Massachusetts ( The Oommiitee of Both Houses, appointed *' to consider and report 
what measures may be proper to be taken respecting any Vessels that have Arrived or may 
Arrive into the harbors ex this State from the Dominions of Great Britain," Beport the 
following Besolve. 

JoHH Pzm, pr Order. 

Whereas there is a prospect that the Diflntive Treaty of Peace between the United States 
of America and Great Britain may soon arrive, and it appears necessary that until a Treaty 
of Commerce shall be Settled and Concluded upon, it is Expedient provision should be 
made for the Entrance & Clearance of Vessels that have Arrived or may Arrive from any 
part of the Dominions of Great Britain into any of the Ports or Places of this Common- 
wealth. Therefore 

Besolved that permission be granted for the Entry and Clearing out of all Vessels that 
have arrived or may hereafter arrive within this Commonwealth nom any Port or Place 
under the Dominion of the King of Great Britain. And that all Naval Officers be & they 
are hereby authorised and empowered to admit such Vessels to be entered and cleared out at 



their respective offices and to give permission for the landing of the Goods, Wares or 
Merohanaize imported in them, the Masters or Commanders thereof Complying with all the 
Laws and Beguiations of this Commonwealth respecting trade and Navlgauon. And all 



Goods, Wares and Meschandize imported in such Vessels may be sold anywhere within this 
Commonwealth the Duties thereon in common with those of any other Nation being first 
secured to Government— Any Law or Besolve of the General Court to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

In Senate June 4th, 1783. 

Bead So Accepted. 

Sent down for Concurx^nce 

Saxuml Ai^amb, Bread 
In the House of BepresentativeB June 4, 1788 

Bead ft Concurred 

TuamAiK Daltoh, Speaker 
Approved 

John Hancock 
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To the student of history, the documents of which this series is composed present many 
phases of unique Interest. The peculiar conditions under which our people labored during 
the soul-trying period of the Revolutionary War are food for careful study and serious con- 
templation, and it is greatly to be desired that their motives should be fully understood 
before any of their actions are condemned. 

History is too often written, as well as read, with prejudiced minds. Many of us have 
experienced feelings of diMappointment upon finding the cherished traditions of our 
ancestors' " loyalty " rudely dispelled by the documentary evidence to the contrary, over 
their own signatures, printed in the foregoing chapters of these *< Annals." But we should 
remember the truth of the old axiom that " Self-preservation is the first law of nature." 
What man is there, who, seeing his loved ones suffering for the bare necessities of life, 
would stop to consider the political aspects of his conduct in procuring the means to relieve 
the distress and want of those dependent upon him ? 

After having been the annalist of our early settlers, it is far from the writer's intention 
to become their apologist, nor does he feel that any apologies are called for. Their actions 
speak for themselves. Where in all history can one find the records of a people so filled 
with magnanimity towards their persecutors ? If any one will take the trouble to look up 
the records of many of the fugitive American prisoners who were fed, lodged, clothed and 
assisted to their homes by our people, he will find that they previously had been employed 
in plundering and abusing the very people of whom they now besought aid and comfort. 

In formulating a plan for the presentation of these historical documents, the writer felt 
strongly tempted to use them as the bases of a series of narrative sketches, of the events and 
conditions which they so picturesquely describe, but witb the advice of Mr. William Prescott 
Greenlaw, the able Assiatant-Llbrariau of the New England Historical & (Genealogical 
Society, he was convinced that the only way for their proper publication was to print them 
in their entirety^ver&o^im et literatim. Many of the papers, whose contents are herein repro- 
duced, are fast yielding to the corroding hand of time, and in a few years will be wholly 
illegible. In the multiplicity of copies made possible through the Hsbald press, the 
knowledge of our ancestors' peculiar political environment has been preserved to future 
generations. 

The writer has now reached the end of his task. From the beginning he has felt himself 
to be incompetent to do Justice to the work, but if his efforts have added anything to the 
store of knowledge concerning those heroic souls, who mad'3 possible the comforts and 
prosperity their descendants now enjoy, he will feel that his labor has not been in vain. 

Edmund Duval Pooub, 

242 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Boston, Mass. 



THB KND. 
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